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Global Certificate Course in Green Logistics Practices

Green Procurement and Vendor Management

Green Procurement:

Green procurement refers to the process of purchasing goods and services that have a reduced impact on
the environment compared to traditional products. It involves considering environmental factors such as
energy efficiency, recyclability, and sustainability when making purchasing decisions. Green procurement
aims to promote environmentally friendly practices within an organization and support the transition
towards a more sustainable economy.

Vendor Management:

Vendor management involves overseeing relationships with suppliers to ensure that goods and services are
delivered on time, within budget, and meet quality standards. It includes activities such as vendor selection,
negotiation, contract management, performance evaluation, and risk assessment. Effective vendor
management is essential for ensuring smooth operations and minimizing supply chain disruptions.

Green Logjistics:

Green logistics, also known as sustainable logistics, focuses on reducing the environmental impact of
logistics activities such as transportation, warehousing, and distribution. It involves optimizing processes to
minimize resource consumption, emissions, and waste generation. Green logistics aims to achieve a balance
between economic efficiency, social responsibility, and environmental sustainability in supply chain
operations.

Carbon Footprint:

The carbon footprint is a measure of the total greenhouse gas emissions produced directly and indirectly by
an individual, organization, event, or product. It includes emissions from activities such as transportation,
energy consumption, and waste disposal. Calculating and reducing carbon footprints is a key aspect of
sustainability efforts to mitigate climate change and promote environmental responsibility.

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA):

Life Cycle Assessment is a methodology used to evaluate the environmental impacts of a product, process,
or service throughout its entire life cycle, from raw material extraction to disposal. It considers factors such
as resource consumption, energy use, emissions, and waste generation at each stage of the life cycle. LCA
helps identify opportunities for improving environmental performance and making informed decisions to
reduce environmental footprints.

Renewable Energy:

Renewable energy refers to energy derived from natural resources that are replenished on a human
timescale, such as sunlight, wind, water, and biomass. Unlike fossil fuels, renewable energy sources are
sustainable and have lower environmental impacts in terms of greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution.
Using renewable energy can help reduce dependence on non-renewable resources and mitigate climate
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change.

Energy Efficiency:

Energy efficiency is the practice of using less energy to accomplish the same tasks or provide the same level
of service. It involves optimizing processes, equipment, and systems to minimize energy waste and improve
performance. Energy-efficient practices can reduce energy consumption, lower operating costs, and
decrease environmental impacts by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and other pollutants.

Sustainable Packaging:

Sustainable packaging refers to the use of materials and designs that minimize environmental impacts
throughout the entire life cycle of a product's packaging. It includes considerations such as using recycled
or biodegradable materials, reducing packaging waste, optimizing packaging sizes, and promoting reusable
or refillable packaging options. Sustainable packaging aims to reduce resource consumption, emissions, and
waste associated with packaging materials.

Environmental Management System (EMS):

An Environmental Management System is a framework that helps organizations systematically manage and
improve their environmental performance. It includes policies, procedures, processes, and practices to
identify, monitor, control, and reduce environmental impacts. Implementing an EMS can help organizations
comply with environmental regulations, achieve sustainability goals, and enhance their reputation as
environmentally responsible entities.

Carbon Neutral:

Carbon neutrality refers to achieving a balance between the amount of greenhouse gas emissions produced
and the amount removed or offset from the atmosphere. Organizations or individuals can become carbon
neutral by reducing their emissions and investing in projects that remove or offset an equivalent amount of
emissions, such as reforestation, renewable energy projects, or carbon capture technologies. Being carbon
neutral is a key goal for combating climate change and promoting environmental sustainability.

Waste Reduction:

Waste reduction involves minimizing the amount of waste generated in production processes, operations,
and supply chains. It includes practices such as source reduction, recycling, reuse, and waste-to-energy
conversion to reduce the environmental impacts of waste disposal. Waste reduction efforts aim to conserve
resources, minimize pollution, and promote a circular economy where materials are reused or recycled
instead of being disposed of as waste.

Reverse Logistics:

Reverse logistics involves managing the return, remanufacturing, refurbishing, and recycling of products
and materials after they have been used or consumed. It includes activities such as product take-back
programs, warranty returns, end-of-life disposal, and closed-loop supply chains. Reverse logistics aims to
recover value from used products, reduce waste, and minimize environmental impacts by reintegrating
materials back into the production cycle.

Biodiversity Conservation:
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Biodiversity conservation refers to efforts aimed at protecting and preserving the variety of life forms,
ecosystems, and genetic resources on Earth. It includes actions such as habitat restoration, species
protection, sustainable land use practices, and conservation planning to maintain ecological balance and
prevent species extinction. Biodiversity conservation is essential for maintaining ecosystem services,
biodiversity resilience, and overall environmental sustainability.

Green Building:

Green building, also known as sustainable construction, involves designing, constructing, and operating
buildings that are environmentally responsible and resource-efficient throughout their life cycle. It includes
considerations such as energy efficiency, water conservation, indoor air quality, and sustainable materials to
minimize environmental impacts and promote occupant health and well-being. Green buildings aim to
reduce resource consumption, lower operating costs, and mitigate climate change.

Supply Chain Transparency:

Supply chain transparency refers to the visibility and traceability of products, processes, and suppliers within
a supply chain. It involves disclosing information about the origins, production methods, and social or
environmental impacts of products to stakeholders, consumers, and regulatory authorities. Supply chain
transparency helps build trust, accountability, and sustainability in supply chain operations by promoting
ethical practices, responsible sourcing, and compliance with regulations.

Social Responsibility:

Social responsibility refers to the ethical behavior and commitment of organizations to contribute to the
well-being of society, the environment, and stakeholders. It involves considering social, environmental, and
economic impacts in business operations and decision-making processes. Social responsibility initiatives
may include corporate philanthropy, community engagement, diversity and inclusion programs, and
sustainability efforts to create positive social change and enhance organizational reputation.

Circular Economy:

The circular economy is an economic model that aims to maximize resource efficiency, minimize waste, and
promote sustainability by keeping materials and products in use for as long as possible. It involves
designing out waste, reusing, repairing, remanufacturing, and recycling products to create closed-loop
systems where resources are continuously regenerated and reused. The circular economy aims to reduce
resource consumption, lower environmental impacts, and create economic value from waste materials.

Greenwashing:

Greenwashing refers to the practice of misleading consumers or stakeholders by making false or
exaggerated claims about the environmental benefits of products, services, or corporate practices. It
involves using misleading marketing tactics or green labels to create a positive green image without
actually implementing sustainable practices or achieving environmental improvements. Greenwashing
undermines trust, transparency, and credibility in sustainability efforts and can lead to reputational damage
for organizations.

Carbon Offset:
Carbon offsetting involves compensating for greenhouse gas emissions by investing in projects that reduce

Read online: https://certificates.Isba.org.uk/glossaries/1916126/green- London School of Business and Administration - 22 Jun 2026
procurement-and-vendor-management



LSBA GLOSSARY

LONDON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
AND ADMINISTRATION

or remove an equivalent amount of emissions elsewhere. Examples of carbon offset projects include
reforestation, renewable energy development, methane capture, and energy efficiency initiatives. Carbon
offsetting allows individuals or organizations to take responsibility for their carbon footprint and support
climate mitigation efforts while working towards carbon neutrality.

Sustainable Development:

Sustainable development is a holistic approach to meeting the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It involves balancing economic growth, social
equity, and environmental protection to create a sustainable and equitable society. Sustainable
development goals include poverty alleviation, environmental conservation, social inclusion, and economic
prosperity to achieve a harmonious balance between people, planet, and prosperity.

Environmental Compliance:

Environmental compliance refers to the adherence to laws, regulations, and standards related to
environmental protection and conservation. It involves meeting requirements for emissions control, waste
management, pollution prevention, and natural resource conservation to minimize environmental impacts
and ensure legal compliance. Environmental compliance is essential for avoiding fines, penalties, and
reputational damage while demonstrating a commitment to environmental responsibility and sustainability.

Green Certification:

Green certification is a voluntary process that verifies and recognizes products, services, or organizations for
meeting specific environmental criteria or standards. It involves third-party certification bodies assessing
and verifying environmental performance based on established benchmarks, such as energy efficiency,
waste reduction, and sustainable practices. Green certification helps consumers, businesses, and
governments make informed choices, promote sustainable products, and drive market transformation
towards greener alternatives.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA):

An Environmental Impact Assessment is a systematic process for evaluating the potential environmental
consequences of a proposed project, development, or policy. It involves identifying, predicting, and
mitigating environmental impacts to protect ecosystems, biodiversity, and human health. EIA helps
decision-makers assess the sustainability of projects, make informed choices, and incorporate
environmental considerations into planning and decision-making processes.

Green Supply Chain Management:

Green supply chain management involves integrating environmental considerations into supply chain
operations to reduce resource consumption, emissions, and waste while enhancing overall sustainability. It
includes strategies such as green procurement, energy efficiency, waste reduction, and reverse logistics to
minimize environmental impacts and improve supply chain performance. Green supply chain management
aims to create value, promote sustainability, and drive innovation throughout the supply chain.

Sustainability Reporting:
Sustainability reporting involves disclosing environmental, social, and governance (ESG) performance and
impacts to stakeholders, investors, and the public. It includes communicating key sustainability metrics,
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goals, initiatives, and achievements to demonstrate organizational transparency and accountability.
Sustainability reporting helps organizations track progress, identify areas for improvement, and engage
stakeholders in sustainability efforts to enhance credibility and build trust.

Green Innovation:

Green innovation refers to the development and adoption of new technologies, products, services, or
processes that have positive environmental impacts and promote sustainability. It involves creativity,
research, and collaboration to design solutions that address environmental challenges, such as climate
change, resource scarcity, and pollution. Green innovation drives sustainable development, economic
growth, and competitiveness by fostering green technologies and practices that benefit people and the
planet.

Zero Waste:

Zero waste is a philosophy and goal that aims to eliminate waste generation, maximize resource efficiency,
and promote sustainable consumption and production practices. It involves redesigning systems, products,
and processes to prevent waste, reuse materials, and recycle or compost resources to create a circular
economy. Zero waste initiatives focus on reducing landfill waste, conserving resources, and minimizing
environmental impacts to achieve a more sustainable future.

Environmental Stewardship:

Environmental stewardship refers to the responsible management and protection of natural resources,
ecosystems, and biodiversity for present and future generations. It involves conserving and restoring
habitats, reducing pollution, and promoting sustainable practices to ensure the health and resilience of the
environment. Environmental stewardship requires individuals, organizations, and governments to act as
caretakers of the Earth, making decisions that benefit the planet and support long-term sustainability.

Green Supply Chain:

A green supply chain integrates environmental considerations into supply chain management practices to
minimize environmental impacts, conserve resources, and promote sustainability. It involves implementing
green procurement, sustainable logistics, energy efficiency, waste reduction, and environmental
management systems to create a more sustainable and efficient supply chain. Green supply chains aim to
reduce carbon footprints, lower costs, and enhance competitiveness while contributing to environmental
protection and social responsibility.

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR):

Corporate Social Responsibility is a business approach that integrates social, environmental, and ethical
considerations into organizational strategies, operations, and stakeholder interactions. It involves engaging
in activities that benefit society, the environment, and communities beyond legal requirements to create
shared value and positive impacts. CSR initiatives may include philanthropy, environmental conservation,
employee volunteering, ethical sourcing, and sustainability programs to promote responsible business
practices and contribute to sustainable development.

Green Product Design:
Green product design involves creating products that are environmentally friendly, energy-efficient, and
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sustainable throughout their life cycle. It includes considerations such as material selection, energy
consumption, recyclability, and end-of-life disposal to minimize environmental impacts and promote
resource efficiency. Green product design aims to reduce carbon footprints, conserve resources, and meet
consumer demand for eco-friendly products that contribute to a more sustainable future.

Resource Efficiency:

Resource efficiency is the optimization of resource use to maximize value creation while minimizing waste,
emissions, and environmental impacts. It involves reducing resource consumption, improving production
processes, and enhancing product design to conserve materials, energy, and water. Resource efficiency aims
to achieve economic growth, environmental sustainability, and social well-being by promoting circular
economy principles and sustainable resource management practices.

Green Marketing:

Green marketing involves promoting products, services, or brands based on their environmental benefits,
sustainability features, or eco-friendly attributes. It includes communicating green claims, certifications, and
performance metrics to consumers, stakeholders, and the public to raise awareness and drive demand for
sustainable products. Green marketing aims to differentiate products in the market, build brand loyalty, and
influence consumer behavior towards more environmentally responsible choices.

Greenwashing:

Greenwashing refers to the practice of misleading consumers or stakeholders by making false or
exaggerated claims about the environmental benefits of products, services, or corporate practices. It
involves using misleading marketing tactics or green labels to create a positive green image without
actually implementing sustainable practices or achieving environmental improvements. Greenwashing
undermines trust, transparency, and credibility in sustainability efforts and can lead to reputational damage
for organizations.

Regenerative Agriculture:

Regenerative agriculture is a holistic approach to farming that focuses on restoring soil health, biodiversity,
and ecosystem resilience while sequestering carbon and mitigating climate change. It involves practices
such as cover cropping, crop rotation, no-till farming, and agroforestry to improve soil fertility, water
retention, and carbon sequestration. Regenerative agriculture aims to create sustainable food systems,
enhance ecosystem services, and promote environmental and social resilience in agriculture.

Green Certification:

Green certification is a voluntary process that verifies and recognizes products, services, or organizations for
meeting specific environmental criteria or standards. It involves third-party certification bodies assessing
and verifying environmental performance based on established benchmarks, such as energy efficiency,
waste reduction, and sustainable practices. Green certification helps consumers, businesses, and
governments make informed choices, promote sustainable products, and drive market transformation
towards greener alternatives.

Sustainable Packaging:
Sustainable packaging refers to the use of materials and designs that minimize environmental impacts
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throughout the entire life cycle of a product's packaging. It includes considerations such as using recycled
or biodegradable materials, reducing packaging waste, optimizing packaging sizes, and promoting reusable
or refillable packaging options. Sustainable packaging aims to reduce resource consumption, emissions, and
waste associated with packaging materials.

Energy Efficiency:

Energy efficiency is the practice of using less energy to accomplish the same tasks or provide the same level
of service. It involves optimizing processes, equipment, and systems to minimize energy waste and improve
performance. Energy-efficient practices can reduce energy consumption, lower operating costs, and
decrease environmental impacts by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and other pollutants.

Circular Economy:

The circular economy is an economic model that aims to maximize resource efficiency, minimize waste, and
promote sustainability by keeping materials and products in use for as long as possible. It involves
designing out waste, reusing, repairing, remanufacturing, and recycling products to create closed-loop
systems where resources are continuously regenerated and reused. The circular economy aims to reduce
resource consumption, lower environmental impacts, and create economic value from waste materials.

Renewable Energy:

Renewable energy refers to energy derived from natural resources that are replenished on a human
timescale, such as sunlight, wind, water, and biomass. Unlike fossil fuels, renewable energy sources are
sustainable and have lower environmental impacts in terms of greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution.
Using renewable energy can help reduce dependence on non-renewable resources and mitigate climate
change.

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA):

Life Cycle Assessment is a methodology used to evaluate the environmental impacts of a product, process,
or service throughout its entire life cycle, from raw material extraction to disposal. It considers factors such
as resource consumption, energy use, emissions, and waste generation at each stage of the life cycle. LCA
helps identify opportunities for improving environmental performance and making informed decisions to
reduce environmental footprints.

Carbon Footprint:

The carbon footprint is a measure of the total greenhouse gas emissions produced directly and indirectly by
an individual, organization, event, or product. It includes emissions from activities such as transportation,
energy consumption, and waste disposal. Calculating and reducing carbon footprints is a key aspect of
sustainability efforts to mitigate climate change and promote environmental responsibility.

Waste Reduction:

Waste reduction involves minimizing the amount of waste generated in production processes, operations,
and supply chains. It includes practices such as source reduction, recycling, reuse, and waste-to-energy
conversion to reduce the environmental impacts of waste disposal. Waste reduction efforts aim to conserve
resources, minimize pollution, and promote a circular economy where materials are reused or recycled
instead of being disposed of as waste.
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Reverse Logistics:

Reverse logistics involves managing the return, remanufacturing, refurbishing, and recycling of products
and materials after they have been used or consumed. It includes activities such as product take-back
programs, warranty returns, end-of-life disposal, and closed-loop supply chains. Reverse logistics aims to
recover value from used products, reduce waste, and minimize environmental impacts by reintegrating
materials back into the production cycle.

Biodiversity Conservation:

Biodiversity conservation refers to efforts aimed at protecting and preserving the variety of life forms,
ecosystems, and genetic resources on Earth. It includes actions such as habitat restoration, species
protection, sustainable land use practices, and conservation planning to maintain ecological balance and
prevent species extinction. Biodiversity conservation is essential for maintaining ecosystem services,
biodiversity resilience, and overall environmental sustainability.

Green Building:

Green building, also known as sustainable construction, involves designing, constructing, and operating
buildings that are environmentally responsible and resource-efficient throughout their life cycle. It includes
considerations such as energy efficiency, water conservation, indoor air quality, and sustainable materials to
minimize environmental impacts and promote occupant health and well-being. Green buildings aim to
reduce resource consumption, lower operating costs, and mitigate climate change.

Supply Chain Transparency:

Supply chain transparency refers to the visibility and traceability of products, processes, and suppliers within
a supply chain. It involves disclosing information about the origins, production methods, and social or
environmental impacts of products to stakeholders, consumers, and regulatory authorities. Supply chain
transparency helps build trust, accountability, and sustainability in supply chain operations by promoting
ethical practices, responsible sourcing, and compliance with regulations.

Social Responsibility:

Social responsibility refers to the ethical behavior and commitment of organizations to contribute to the
well-being of society, the environment, and stakeholders. It involves considering social, environmental, and
economic impacts in business operations and decision-making processes. Social responsibility initiatives
may include corporate philanthropy, community engagement, diversity and inclusion programs, and
sustainability efforts to create positive social change and enhance organizational reputation.

Circular Economy:
The circular economy is an economic model that aims to maximize resource efficiency, minimize waste, and
promote sustainability
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