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Military medical ethics and legal considerations are crucial aspects of providing healthcare in a military
setting, especially in the context of trauma care. Military medical personnel must adhere to strict ethical
guidelines and legal regulations to ensure the well-being of patients and uphold the principles of medical
professionalism. This glossary aims to provide a comprehensive overview of key terms and concepts related
to military medical ethics and legal considerations in the Postgraduate Certificate in Military Trauma Care.

Advance Directives
Advance directives are legal documents that allow individuals to specify their preferences regarding medical
treatment in the event that they become incapacitated and unable to make decisions for themselves. These
directives may include instructions regarding the use of life-sustaining measures, organ donation, and other
medical interventions.

Autonomy
Autonomy refers to the right of individuals to make decisions about their own healthcare and to have those
decisions respected by healthcare providers. In the context of military trauma care, respecting the
autonomy of patients is essential, even in situations where treatment decisions may be influenced by
military regulations or mission requirements.

Beneficence
Beneficence is the ethical principle that requires healthcare providers to act in the best interests of their
patients and to promote their well-being. In military trauma care, beneficence may involve providing timely
and effective medical treatment to injured service members, even in challenging and high-pressure
environments.

Combatant Status
Combatant status refers to the legal classification of individuals who are actively engaged in armed conflict.
In the context of military trauma care, understanding the combatant status of patients is essential for
determining their eligibility for medical treatment and ensuring compliance with international humanitarian
law.

Confidentiality
Confidentiality is the ethical principle that requires healthcare providers to protect the privacy of patient
information and to only disclose it with the patient's consent or when required by law. In military trauma
care, maintaining confidentiality is critical for building trust with patients and preserving the integrity of the
healthcare system.

Conscientious Objection
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Conscientious objection is the refusal to participate in activities or provide services that are contrary to
one's deeply held beliefs or moral principles. In the context of military trauma care, healthcare providers
may face ethical dilemmas that require them to consider their own values and beliefs when making
decisions about patient care.

Dual Loyalty
Dual loyalty refers to the ethical dilemma faced by healthcare providers who may be torn between their
obligations to patients and their duties to the military or government. In military trauma care, navigating
dual loyalty requires healthcare providers to balance the needs of patients with the requirements of their
military service.

Ethical Dilemma
An ethical dilemma is a situation in which healthcare providers are faced with conflicting moral principles or
values that make it difficult to determine the right course of action. In military trauma care, ethical dilemmas
may arise when treating patients in combat zones or when balancing the needs of individual patients with
broader military objectives.

Ethical Principles
Ethical principles are fundamental beliefs that guide the behavior of healthcare providers and inform their
decision-making processes. Common ethical principles in military trauma care include respect for
autonomy, beneficence, nonmaleficence, and justice, which help ensure the ethical delivery of healthcare
services to injured service members.

Ethics Committee
An ethics committee is a multidisciplinary group of healthcare professionals, legal experts, and community
representatives who are responsible for addressing ethical issues and dilemmas within healthcare
organizations. In military trauma care, ethics committees play a critical role in providing guidance and
support to healthcare providers facing complex ethical challenges.

Geneva Conventions
The Geneva Conventions are a series of international treaties that establish the standards of humanitarian
law for the treatment of wounded and sick combatants, prisoners of war, and civilians during armed
conflicts. Compliance with the Geneva Conventions is essential in military trauma care to protect the rights
and well-being of individuals affected by armed conflict.

Humanitarian Intervention
Humanitarian intervention refers to the use of military force or other means to protect civilians and provide
assistance to populations affected by armed conflict or natural disasters. In military trauma care,
humanitarian intervention may involve deploying medical personnel and resources to provide emergency
medical treatment to injured individuals in crisis situations.

Informed Consent
Informed consent is the process by which healthcare providers communicate relevant information to
patients about their medical condition, treatment options, risks, and benefits, allowing them to make
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informed decisions about their care. In military trauma care, obtaining informed consent from injured
service members may be challenging due to the urgency of treatment and the complexities of the military
environment.

Integrity
Integrity is the quality of being honest, ethical, and trustworthy in all aspects of one's professional conduct.
In military trauma care, maintaining integrity is essential for upholding the ethical standards of healthcare
practice and ensuring the well-being of patients under challenging circumstances.

International Humanitarian Law
International humanitarian law is a set of rules and principles that govern the conduct of armed conflicts
and the protection of individuals affected by war. Compliance with international humanitarian law is
essential in military trauma care to ensure the humane treatment of wounded and sick combatants and
civilians, regardless of their status.

Justice
Justice is the ethical principle that requires healthcare providers to treat patients fairly and equitably,
without discrimination or bias. In military trauma care, justice may involve allocating resources and medical
treatment based on clinical need, urgency, and available resources, to ensure that all injured service
members receive appropriate care.

Locus of Care
Locus of care refers to the physical location where medical treatment is provided to injured individuals, such
as field hospitals, combat support hospitals, or evacuation platforms. In military trauma care, determining
the appropriate locus of care for patients is essential for ensuring timely and effective treatment and
facilitating the transfer of patients to higher levels of care when needed.

Military Ethics
Military ethics are the moral principles and values that guide the behavior of military personnel in fulfilling
their duties and responsibilities. In the context of military trauma care, ethical considerations play a critical
role in ensuring the well-being of injured service members and upholding the integrity of the military
healthcare system.

Military Medical Ethics
Military medical ethics are the ethical principles and guidelines that govern the conduct of healthcare
providers in military settings, particularly in the delivery of medical care to wounded and sick service
members. Adhering to military medical ethics is essential for maintaining the trust of patients, colleagues,
and the broader military community.

Military Medical Law
Military medical law encompasses the legal regulations and standards that govern the practice of healthcare
providers in military settings, including issues related to medical treatment, patient rights, confidentiality,
and liability. Understanding military medical law is essential for ensuring compliance with legal
requirements and protecting the rights of both patients and healthcare providers.
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Nonmaleficence
Nonmaleficence is the ethical principle that requires healthcare providers to do no harm to their patients
and to minimize the risks of harm associated with medical treatment. In military trauma care,
nonmaleficence may involve prioritizing patient safety, avoiding unnecessary risks, and providing
appropriate interventions to prevent further injury or suffering.

Prisoner of War
A prisoner of war (POW) is an individual who is captured and detained by an enemy force during armed
conflict, in accordance with the Geneva Conventions. In military trauma care, treating prisoners of war
requires healthcare providers to uphold the ethical principles of medical neutrality, impartiality, and respect
for human dignity, regardless of the individual's status.

Professionalism
Professionalism is the adherence to ethical standards, values, and behaviors that reflect the best interests of
patients, colleagues, and the healthcare profession as a whole. In military trauma care, professionalism is
essential for maintaining the trust of patients, collaborating effectively with multidisciplinary teams, and
upholding the integrity of the military healthcare system.

Respect for Persons
Respect for persons is the ethical principle that requires healthcare providers to recognize the inherent
dignity, autonomy, and rights of individuals and to treat them with compassion, empathy, and
understanding. In military trauma care, respecting the personhood of patients is essential for building trust,
promoting healing, and upholding the values of medical professionalism.

Rules of Engagement
Rules of engagement are the directives and guidelines that govern the use of force by military personnel
during armed conflict, including the protection of civilians, the treatment of prisoners of war, and the
conduct of military operations. In military trauma care, adhering to rules of engagement is essential for
ensuring the safety and security of healthcare providers and patients in combat zones.

Scope of Practice
Scope of practice refers to the specific duties, responsibilities, and interventions that healthcare providers
are authorized to perform based on their education, training, and professional licensure. In military trauma
care, understanding the scope of practice of different healthcare providers is essential for coordinating
patient care, delegating tasks, and ensuring the delivery of high-quality medical services.

Triage
Triage is the process of prioritizing and categorizing patients based on the severity of their injuries, the
urgency of their medical needs, and the available resources and capabilities of the healthcare system. In
military trauma care, triage plays a critical role in determining the order of treatment, the allocation of
resources, and the overall management of mass casualties in combat situations.

Uniform Code of Military Justice
The Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) is the legal framework that governs the conduct and discipline
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of military personnel in the United States armed forces. In the context of military trauma care, compliance
with the UCMJ is essential for ensuring the ethical behavior of healthcare providers, protecting the rights of
patients, and upholding the principles of military professionalism.

War Crimes
War crimes are serious violations of international humanitarian law that are committed during armed
conflicts, including the targeting of civilians, the use of prohibited weapons, and the mistreatment of
prisoners of war. In military trauma care, preventing war crimes requires healthcare providers to uphold
ethical standards, respect human rights, and report any violations of the laws of war to appropriate
authorities.

Weapons of Mass Destruction
Weapons of mass destruction (WMD) are military weapons, including nuclear, biological, and chemical
agents, that are capable of causing widespread death, destruction, and suffering. In military trauma care,
preparing for and responding to the use of WMD requires specialized training, equipment, and protocols to
protect healthcare providers and patients from the effects of these weapons.

Zero Tolerance Policy
A zero tolerance policy is a strict approach to enforcing rules, regulations, and ethical standards, with no
tolerance for any violations or misconduct. In military trauma care, adopting a zero tolerance policy for
ethical breaches, human rights abuses, and violations of international humanitarian law is essential for
maintaining the integrity of the healthcare system, protecting the rights of patients, and upholding the
principles of medical professionalism.

This glossary provides a comprehensive overview of key terms and concepts related to military medical
ethics and legal considerations in the Postgraduate Certificate in Military Trauma Care. By understanding
these terms and their implications for ethical decision-making, legal compliance, and professional conduct,
healthcare providers can ensure the delivery of high-quality, ethical, and effective trauma care to injured
service members in military settings.
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