LSBA GLOSSARY

Y LONDONSCHOOL OF BUSINESS
AND ADMINISTRATION

Postgraduate Certificate in Household Toxins Awareness

Household Toxins in the Environment

Household Toxins in the Environment

Household toxins in the environment refer to harmful substances commonly found in households that can
negatively impact human health and the environment. These toxins can come from various sources such as
cleaning products, pesticides, and building materials. Exposure to household toxins can lead to a range of
health issues, including respiratory problems, skin irritation, and even more serious conditions like cancer.

Related Terms:

- Indoor Air Quality

- Toxic Chemicals

- Environmental Pollution
- Hazardous Waste

Household toxins in the environment can include a wide range of substances, such as:

1. Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs): These are chemicals that can easily evaporate into the air at room
temperature. VOCs are commonly found in household products such as paints, cleaning agents, and air
fresheners. Prolonged exposure to VOCs can lead to respiratory problems, headaches, and dizziness.

2. Lead: Lead is a toxic metal that was commonly used in household paint and plumbing fixtures before its
harmful effects were known. Exposure to lead can cause developmental delays in children, as well as
neurological and reproductive issues in adults.

3. Asbestos: Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral fiber that was used in building materials for its fire-
resistant properties. However, exposure to asbestos fibers can cause serious health problems, including lung
cancer and mesothelioma.

4. Phthalates: Phthalates are a group of chemicals commonly used in plastics, personal care products, and
fragrances. These chemicals have been linked to hormone disruption, reproductive issues, and asthma.

5. Mercury: Mercury is a toxic metal that can be found in products such as thermometers, fluorescent light
bulbs, and some seafood. Exposure to mercury can lead to neurological damage and developmental delays
in children.

6. Chlorine: Chlorine is a common household toxin found in cleaning products, water disinfectants, and
bleach. Prolonged exposure to chlorine can irritate the skin, eyes, and respiratory system.

7. Formaldehyde: Formaldehyde is a colorless gas that is used in building materials, household products,
and some furniture. Exposure to formaldehyde can cause respiratory issues, skin irritation, and even cancer.
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Practical Applications:

- Use non-toxic cleaning products to reduce exposure to harmful chemicals in the household.
- Properly ventilate indoor spaces to reduce indoor air pollution from household toxins.

- Test for lead and asbestos in older homes to ensure a safe living environment.

Challenges:

- Identifying and eliminating all sources of household toxins can be challenging, as they are often hidden in
everyday products.

- Limited regulations on household toxins make it difficult for consumers to make informed choices about
the products they use.

- Education and awareness about household toxins are lacking, leading to increased risks of exposure and
health issues.
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