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Advanced Professional Certificate in Psychopharmacology: An advanced level certification program that
provides specialized training in the field of psychopharmacology, focusing on the latest developments and
trends in the use of medications for mental health conditions.

Antidepressant: A type of medication used to treat depression by altering the levels of neurotransmitters in
the brain. Examples include selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) such as Prozac and Zoloft.

Antipsychotic: Medications used to treat psychotic symptoms such as hallucinations and delusions. They
work by blocking dopamine receptors in the brain. Examples include risperidone and olanzapine.

Augmentation: The practice of adding a second medication to an existing treatment regimen to enhance its
effectiveness. For example, adding a low dose of an antipsychotic to an antidepressant for treatment-
resistant depression.

Biological Psychiatry: A branch of psychiatry that focuses on the biological basis of mental illness, including
the role of genetics, brain chemistry, and neurobiology.

Cognitive Enhancers: Medications that improve cognitive function, such as memory, attention, and
problem-solving. They are often used to treat conditions like ADHD or dementia.

Depot Injection: A long-acting form of medication that is injected into muscle tissue and slowly released
into the bloodstream over time. This is often used for antipsychotic medications to improve adherence to
treatment.

Drug Interaction: The effect that one medication has on the metabolism or effectiveness of another
medication when taken together. This can lead to adverse effects or reduced efficacy of treatment.

Genetic Testing: The process of analyzing a person's DNA to identify genetic variations that may affect their
response to certain medications. This can help personalize treatment decisions in psychopharmacology.

Neurotransmitter: Chemical messengers in the brain that transmit signals between neurons. Examples
include serotonin, dopamine, and norepinephrine, which are targeted by many psychotropic medications.

Pharmacogenomics: The study of how genetic variations influence an individual's response to medications.
This field helps to optimize drug selection and dosing based on a person's genetic profile.

Psychotropic Medication: Drugs that affect mood, behavior, cognition, or perception. They are commonly
used to treat mental health conditions such as depression, anxiety, and psychosis.

Read online: https://certificates.lsba.org.uk/glossaries/2681743/
emerging-trends-in-psychopharmacology

London School of Business and Administration · 20 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

Psychotherapy: The treatment of mental health conditions through talk therapy or counseling. It is often
used in combination with psychotropic medications for a comprehensive treatment approach.

Receptor: A protein on the surface of a cell that binds to specific molecules, such as neurotransmitters or
medications. Receptors play a key role in mediating the effects of psychotropic drugs in the brain.

Side Effect: Unintended or undesirable effects of a medication that occur in addition to its therapeutic
benefits. Common side effects of psychotropic medications include weight gain, sedation, and sexual
dysfunction.

Stimulant: Medications that increase alertness, attention, and energy levels by acting on the central nervous
system. They are commonly used to treat ADHD and narcolepsy.

Substance Use Disorder: A condition characterized by the problematic use of drugs or alcohol, leading to
negative consequences in various areas of life. Psychopharmacology plays a role in the treatment of
substance use disorders.

Therapeutic Dose: The optimal amount of a medication needed to achieve the desired therapeutic effect
without causing harm. Finding the right therapeutic dose is crucial in psychopharmacology.

Tolerance: The phenomenon in which a person requires higher doses of a medication over time to achieve
the same therapeutic effect. Tolerance can develop with prolonged use of certain psychotropic drugs.

Withdrawal: The onset of symptoms when a person stops taking a medication after prolonged use.
Withdrawal symptoms can range from mild discomfort to severe physical and psychological effects.
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