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Executive Certificate in Art Shipping and Logistics

Documentation and Customs Regulations

Documentation
Documentation in the context of art shipping and logistics refers to the paperwork required for the
transportation of artworks across international borders. It is crucial for ensuring that artworks are legally
transported and that all customs regulations are adhered to. Documentation typically includes invoices,
certificates of authenticity, export licenses, import permits, and other relevant paperwork.

Customs Regulations
Customs regulations are rules and requirements set by government authorities that govern the import and
export of goods, including artworks. These regulations are designed to control the flow of goods across
borders, ensure compliance with trade agreements, and protect domestic industries. Failure to comply with
customs regulations can result in delays, fines, or even seizure of artworks.

Acronym
An acronym is a word formed from the initial letters of a series of words, such as UNESCO (United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization). Acronyms are commonly used in the art shipping and
logistics industry to simplify and streamline communication.

Bill of Lading
A bill of lading is a document issued by a carrier to acknowledge receipt of goods for shipment. It serves as
a contract of carriage and a receipt for the goods. The bill of lading contains details about the goods being
shipped, the destination, and the terms of the shipment. It is an essential document for the transportation
of artworks.

Certificate of Authenticity
A certificate of authenticity is a document provided by an artist or a gallery that verifies the authenticity of
an artwork. It includes details such as the title of the artwork, the artist's name, the medium, the dimensions,
and the signature of the artist. A certificate of authenticity is important for proving the provenance of an
artwork and ensuring its value.

CITES
CITES stands for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. It is
an international agreement that regulates the trade of endangered species to ensure their survival. Artworks
made from materials derived from endangered species, such as ivory or certain types of wood, may require
a CITES certificate for international transportation.

Commercial Invoice
A commercial invoice is a document that provides details about a transaction between a buyer and a seller.
It includes information such as the description of the goods, the quantity, the price, the terms of sale, and
the payment terms. A commercial invoice is required for customs clearance and is used to assess duties and
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taxes on imported goods.

Declared Value
Declared value is the stated value of an artwork for customs purposes. It is used to determine the amount of
customs duties and taxes that need to be paid on the artwork. The declared value should reflect the true
market value of the artwork to avoid any discrepancies during customs clearance.

Duty
Duty is a tax imposed by a government on goods that are imported or exported. Customs duties are
calculated based on the value of the goods being transported and are used to protect domestic industries,
generate revenue, or enforce trade agreements. Duties can vary depending on the country of import and
the type of goods being shipped.

Export License
An export license is a government-issued document that authorizes the export of certain goods from one
country to another. Artworks that are considered culturally significant or of national importance may require
an export license for international transportation. The export license ensures that the artwork is legally
exported and complies with all relevant regulations.

Harmonized System (HS) Code
The Harmonized System (HS) code is an internationally standardized system for classifying goods for
customs purposes. Each product is assigned a unique HS code that is used to identify the product and
determine the applicable customs duties and taxes. Artworks are assigned an HS code based on their
material, function, and other characteristics.

Import Permit
An import permit is a document issued by a government authority that authorizes the import of certain
goods into a country. Artworks that are subject to import restrictions or require special approval may need
an import permit for clearance. The import permit ensures that the artwork meets all regulatory
requirements before entering the country.

Incoterms
Incoterms are a set of international rules that define the responsibilities of buyers and sellers in international
trade transactions. They specify who is responsible for transportation, insurance, customs clearance, and
other aspects of the transaction. Incoterms help to clarify the terms of sale and reduce misunderstandings
between parties.

Provenance
Provenance is the documented history of ownership and custody of an artwork. It includes information
about previous owners, exhibitions, sales, and any other relevant details. Provenance is important for
establishing the authenticity and value of an artwork and can affect its marketability and resale value.

Temporary Export/Import
Temporary export/import refers to the temporary movement of goods across international borders for a
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specific purpose, such as an exhibition or a loan. Temporary export/import allows artworks to be
transported without incurring duties or taxes, as long as they are re-exported within a certain period. Proper
documentation and approval are required for temporary export/import.

Valuation
Valuation is the process of determining the value of an artwork for customs purposes. The value of the
artwork is used to calculate customs duties, taxes, and insurance premiums. Valuation can be based on
factors such as the market value, the cost of production, the condition of the artwork, and any relevant
appraisals.

VAT
VAT stands for Value-Added Tax, which is a consumption tax imposed on the value added to goods and
services at each stage of production and distribution. VAT is commonly levied on imported goods and is
calculated as a percentage of the total value of the goods. Artworks imported into a country may be subject
to VAT, depending on the country's tax laws.

Warehousing
Warehousing refers to the storage of goods in a warehouse or storage facility before they are shipped to
their final destination. Warehousing is often used to consolidate shipments, manage inventory, and facilitate
the distribution of goods. Artworks may be temporarily stored in a warehouse during transit to ensure their
safety and security.

ATA Carnet
An ATA Carnet is an international customs document that allows for the temporary importation of goods
without paying duties or taxes. It is used for the temporary movement of goods for exhibitions, trade shows,
or other events. An ATA Carnet simplifies customs procedures and reduces the administrative burden of
temporary imports.

Art Handling
Art handling refers to the physical transportation and manipulation of artworks. It involves packing,
unpacking, crating, loading, unloading, and installing artworks to ensure their safe and secure
transportation. Art handling requires specialized skills, equipment, and training to prevent damage to
valuable and fragile artworks.

Art Logistics
Art logistics encompasses the planning, coordination, and management of the transportation of artworks. It
involves arranging for the packing, shipping, customs clearance, and delivery of artworks to their final
destination. Art logistics professionals work closely with shippers, carriers, customs brokers, and other
stakeholders to ensure the safe and timely transportation of artworks.

Art Shipping
Art shipping refers to the transportation of artworks from one location to another. It involves selecting the
appropriate packaging materials, coordinating the shipment with carriers, preparing the necessary
documentation, and ensuring compliance with customs regulations. Art shipping requires attention to
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detail, careful handling, and knowledge of the specific requirements for transporting artworks.

Art Storage
Art storage is the secure storage of artworks in a controlled environment to protect them from damage,
theft, and deterioration. Art storage facilities are equipped with climate control, security systems, and
handling equipment to ensure the safety and preservation of artworks. Art storage is essential for galleries,
museums, collectors, and art dealers to safeguard their valuable collections.

Bonded Warehouse
A bonded warehouse is a facility authorized by customs authorities to store goods without payment of
duties or taxes. Goods stored in a bonded warehouse are considered to be in transit and can be re-exported
without incurring customs duties. Artworks may be temporarily stored in a bonded warehouse during
customs clearance to defer payment of duties.

Condition Report
A condition report is a document that provides a detailed description of the condition of an artwork. It
includes information about any damage, wear, or defects present on the artwork, as well as photographs or
illustrations to document its current state. A condition report is used to assess the condition of the artwork
before and after transportation.

Conservation
Conservation is the practice of preserving and protecting artworks from damage, deterioration, and
degradation. Conservation involves preventive measures, such as proper handling, storage, and
environmental control, as well as remedial treatments to repair damage and stabilize the condition of
artworks. Conservation aims to prolong the life of artworks and maintain their aesthetic and historical value.

Crate
A crate is a wooden or metal container used to pack and protect artworks during transportation. Crates are
custom-built to fit the dimensions of the artwork and are designed to provide cushioning, support, and
security. Crating is essential for preventing damage to fragile artworks during handling, loading, and transit.

Deaccession
Deaccession is the process of removing artworks from a collection, either by selling, donating, or disposing
of them. Deaccessioning may be necessary to refine and manage a collection, raise funds, or address ethical
considerations. Proper documentation and procedures are required for deaccessioning artworks to ensure
transparency and compliance with regulations.

Exhibition Loan
An exhibition loan is an agreement between a lender and a borrower for the temporary loan of artworks for
an exhibition. The lender agrees to lend the artworks to the borrower for a specific period, under specified
conditions, and for a particular purpose. Exhibition loans require careful planning, coordination, and
documentation to ensure the safe and successful transportation of artworks.

Fragile

Read online: https://certificates.lsba.org.uk/glossaries/2883190/
documentation-and-customs-regulations

London School of Business and Administration · 20 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

Fragile refers to artworks that are delicate, easily damaged, or susceptible to breakage. Fragile artworks
require special handling, packing, and transportation to protect them from damage during transit. Fragile
items should be clearly labeled and packaged with appropriate materials, such as cushioning, padding, and
supports, to prevent accidents and mishandling.

Handling Instructions
Handling instructions are specific guidelines for the safe and proper handling of artworks during
transportation. They include information about lifting, carrying, packing, unpacking, and installing artworks
to minimize the risk of damage. Handling instructions should be provided to shippers, carriers, and handlers
to ensure the careful and correct handling of valuable and fragile artworks.

Insurance
Insurance is a financial protection against loss, damage, or theft of artworks during transportation. Art
insurance policies can cover the cost of repair or replacement in the event of an accident, theft, or natural
disaster. Insurance is recommended for valuable artworks to mitigate risks and ensure financial
compensation in case of unforeseen incidents.

Installation
Installation refers to the placement and arrangement of artworks in a specific location, such as a gallery,
museum, or private collection. Installation involves planning the layout, lighting, and display of artworks to
enhance their impact and presentation. Proper installation techniques are essential for showcasing artworks
effectively and ensuring their safety and security.

Packaging
Packaging is the process of preparing artworks for transportation by wrapping, padding, and enclosing
them in protective materials. Packaging materials, such as bubble wrap, foam, cardboard, and crates, are
used to cushion and secure artworks during transit. Proper packaging is essential for preventing damage to
artworks and ensuring their safe delivery.

Prohibited Materials
Prohibited materials are substances that are banned or restricted for import or export due to environmental,
health, or safety concerns. Prohibited materials may include hazardous chemicals, endangered species,
cultural artifacts, or counterfeit goods. Artworks containing prohibited materials may be subject to seizure,
fines, or other penalties by customs authorities.

Registration
Registration is the process of documenting and recording information about artworks, such as their title,
artist, medium, dimensions, and provenance. Registration helps to establish the identity, ownership, and
history of artworks for documentation, authentication, and tracking purposes. Artworks should be
registered in a database or inventory management system to facilitate their management and monitoring.

Restricted Materials
Restricted materials are substances that are subject to specific regulations or controls for import or export.
Restricted materials may include controlled substances, protected species, or cultural artifacts that require
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special permits or licenses for transportation. Artworks containing restricted materials must comply with
relevant regulations to ensure legal and safe transportation.

Security
Security refers to measures and procedures taken to protect artworks from theft, vandalism, or
unauthorized access during transportation. Security measures may include surveillance cameras, alarms,
security guards, and tracking devices to monitor and safeguard artworks in transit. Security is essential for
preventing loss or damage to valuable and high-risk artworks.

Transit Insurance
Transit insurance is a type of insurance that covers artworks while they are in transit from one location to
another. Transit insurance can protect artworks against loss, damage, theft, or other risks during
transportation. Transit insurance provides financial compensation for the repair or replacement of artworks
in case of accidents or unforeseen events.

Transportation
Transportation is the movement of artworks from one location to another, either by road, air, sea, or rail.
Transportation involves selecting the appropriate mode of transport, arranging for carriers, preparing
documentation, and ensuring the safe and timely delivery of artworks. Transportation is a critical aspect of
art shipping and logistics that requires careful planning and coordination.

Value
Value refers to the worth or significance of an artwork, which can be determined by factors such as artistic
merit, historical importance, market demand, and condition. The value of an artwork influences its price,
marketability, and insurance coverage. Proper valuation of artworks is essential for determining customs
duties, taxes, and insurance premiums during transportation.

Visual Inspection
Visual inspection is the examination of artworks for visible damage, wear, or defects before and after
transportation. Visual inspection helps to assess the condition of artworks, identify any changes or issues,
and document their current state. Visual inspection should be conducted by trained professionals to ensure
the accurate assessment and handling of artworks.
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