
G LO S S A RY

Advanced Certificate in Wildlife Tourism Marketing

Community Engagement in Wildlife Tourism

Community Engagement in Wildlife Tourism

Community engagement in wildlife tourism refers to the collaboration and involvement of local
communities in the planning, development, and management of wildlife tourism initiatives. It aims to create
a sense of ownership and responsibility among community members towards conserving wildlife and its
habitats while also benefiting from tourism activities.

Concept

The concept of community engagement in wildlife tourism recognizes the importance of local communities
in the success of wildlife tourism initiatives. It involves empowering communities to participate in decision-
making processes, fostering mutual respect and understanding between tourists and residents, and
promoting sustainable practices that benefit both wildlife and people.

Related Terms

1. Community-based Tourism: A form of tourism that actively involves local communities in the planning
and management of tourism activities, ensuring that economic, social, and environmental benefits are
distributed equitably.
2. Stakeholder Engagement: The process of involving individuals, groups, and organizations that have a
stake or interest in a particular wildlife tourism project or initiative.
3. Conservation Education: Programs and initiatives aimed at raising awareness and understanding of
conservation issues among local communities and tourists.

Explanation

Community engagement in wildlife tourism is crucial for the long-term sustainability of tourism activities
and the conservation of wildlife. By involving local communities in decision-making processes, wildlife
tourism initiatives can benefit from local knowledge, skills, and resources, leading to more authentic and
responsible tourism experiences. Additionally, community engagement can help address potential conflicts
between tourists and residents, promote cultural exchange, and support the economic development of local
communities.

Examples

1. In Kenya, the Maasai Mara community has been actively involved in the management of the Maasai Mara
National Reserve, participating in anti-poaching efforts, conservation projects, and tourism activities. The
community receives a share of the revenue generated from wildlife tourism, which has helped improve their
livelihoods and foster a sense of pride and ownership over the reserve.
2. The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority in Australia works closely with local communities, tour
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operators, and conservation organizations to engage residents in the protection and management of the
Great Barrier Reef. Community members participate in reef monitoring programs, beach clean-ups, and
educational initiatives to raise awareness about the importance of marine conservation.

Practical Applications

1. Conducting community consultations and workshops to gather input and feedback from local residents
on wildlife tourism initiatives.
2. Collaborating with community leaders, NGOs, and government agencies to develop sustainable tourism
strategies that benefit both wildlife and communities.
3. Implementing training programs and capacity-building initiatives to empower community members to
take an active role in wildlife conservation and tourism management.

Challenges

1. Limited resources and capacity within local communities to participate effectively in wildlife tourism
initiatives.
2. Conflicting priorities and interests among stakeholders, including residents, tour operators,
conservationists, and government agencies.
3. Balancing the economic benefits of wildlife tourism with the need to protect wildlife habitats and
minimize negative impacts on the environment and local communities.
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