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Absolute Advantage: A concept in international trade theory that states a country can produce a good more
efficiently than another country. This means the country can produce the good using fewer resources or at a
lower cost. For example, if Country A can produce cars more efficiently than Country B, then Country A has
an absolute advantage in car production.

Absolute Power: The ability of a state to exert influence and control over other states without necessarily
resorting to military force. Absolute power can be achieved through economic, political, or cultural means.

Arms Race: A competition between two or more countries to have the best armed forces and weapons. This
can lead to an escalation of military capabilities and tensions between the countries involved. The Cold War
between the United States and the Soviet Union is a classic example of an arms race.

Balance of Power: A concept in international relations that refers to the distribution of power among states
to prevent any one state from dominating others. The idea is that a balance of power can help maintain
stability and prevent conflicts.

Bilateral Relations: Relations between two countries. Bilateral relations can involve diplomatic, economic,
and security cooperation between the two countries. For example, the United States and Canada have
strong bilateral relations.

Border Disputes: Disputes between countries over territorial boundaries. Border disputes can arise due to
historical reasons, ethnic tensions, or conflicting claims over natural resources. These disputes can often
lead to diplomatic tensions or even armed conflicts.

Collective Security: A system in which states agree to cooperate in defending each other against external
threats. The idea is that an attack on one member state is considered an attack on all member states, and
they will respond collectively to defend the victim state. NATO is an example of a collective security
organization.

Colonialism: The practice of one country establishing control over another country or territory and
exploiting its resources, labor, and people for the benefit of the colonizing power. Colonialism has had a
lasting impact on the political, economic, and social development of many countries around the world.

Conflict Resolution: The process of resolving disagreements or conflicts between parties in a peaceful and
constructive manner. Conflict resolution can involve negotiation, mediation, arbitration, or other forms of
diplomacy to reach a mutually acceptable solution.

Cultural Diplomacy: The use of cultural exchanges, arts, education, and communication to build
relationships and promote understanding between countries. Cultural diplomacy can help improve relations
between countries and foster mutual respect and cooperation.
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Decolonization: The process by which former colonies gain independence from their colonizers and
establish sovereign states. Decolonization was a major global trend in the 20th century, leading to the
emergence of numerous new countries in Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean.

Deterrence: The use of military capabilities and policies to discourage or prevent an adversary from taking
aggressive actions. Deterrence relies on the threat of retaliation or punishment to dissuade potential
attackers from initiating conflict.

Diplomacy: The practice of conducting negotiations, dialogue, and communication between states to
promote peaceful relations, resolve disputes, and advance mutual interests. Diplomacy plays a crucial role in
international relations and can help prevent conflicts and build cooperation.

Disarmament: The reduction or elimination of military weapons and capabilities to enhance security and
reduce the risk of conflict. Disarmament can involve arms control agreements, arms reduction treaties, and
confidence-building measures between states.

Economic Sanctions: Measures taken by one country or a group of countries to restrict trade, investment, or
financial transactions with another country in response to specific actions or policies. Economic sanctions
can be used as a tool of diplomacy to pressure a target country to change its behavior.

Foreign Policy: A government's strategy and objectives in dealing with other countries and international
issues. Foreign policy decisions are guided by a country's national interests, values, and priorities, and can
involve diplomacy, trade, security, and development cooperation.

Geopolitics: The study of how geography, resources, and power influence politics and international
relations. Geopolitics examines the strategic importance of territories, natural resources, and transportation
routes in shaping the behavior of states and their interactions.

Globalization: The process of increasing interconnectedness and interdependence among countries,
economies, and societies through trade, investment, technology, and communication. Globalization has led
to greater integration and exchange of goods, services, ideas, and cultures across borders.

Hard Power: The use of military force, coercion, or economic pressure to achieve political objectives and
influence the behavior of other states. Hard power relies on the threat or use of force to project strength
and assert dominance in international relations.

Hegemony: The dominance or leadership of one state or group of states over others in the international
system. Hegemonic powers often set the rules, norms, and standards of behavior in global affairs and can
shape the behavior of other states through their influence.

Humanitarian Intervention: The use of military force or other forms of intervention to protect civilians from
grave human rights abuses or atrocities. Humanitarian intervention is based on the principle of the
"Responsibility to Protect" and is aimed at preventing or stopping mass atrocities.

International Law: A set of rules, norms, and principles that govern relations between states and other

Read online: https://certificates.Isba.org.uk/glossaries/3003941/ London School of Business and Administration - 20 Jun 2026
international-relations-and-geopolitics



__ "LSBA GLOSSARY

Y LONDONSCHOOL OF BUSINESS
AND ADMINISTRATION

international actors. International law covers a wide range of issues, including human rights, armed conflict,
trade, diplomacy, and the environment.

International Organizations: Institutions created by states to facilitate cooperation, coordination, and
decision-making on global issues. International organizations such as the United Nations, World Bank, and
NATO play a crucial role in addressing common challenges and promoting peace and development.

International Political Economy: The study of the interaction between politics and economics in the global
arena. International political economy examines how states, markets, and institutions shape international
trade, finance, development, and power relations.

Isolationism: A foreign policy approach that seeks to minimize a country's involvement in international
affairs and focus on domestic priorities. Isolationist states often avoid alliances, interventions, and
entanglements with other countries to maintain their independence and sovereignty.

Multilateralism: The practice of coordinating and cooperating with multiple countries or international
organizations to address global challenges and pursue common interests. Multilateralism emphasizes
collective action, shared responsibilities, and inclusive decision-making in international relations.

National Interest: The strategic objectives, values, and priorities that guide a country's foreign policy and
actions in the international arena. National interest can include security, prosperity, sovereignty, and the
well-being of citizens.

Neocolonialism: The continuation of colonial-like relationships between former colonizers and former
colonies through economic, political, or cultural means. Neocolonialism can involve unequal trade relations,
foreign intervention, and dependency relationships that perpetuate inequalities and exploitation.

Non-State Actors: Entities that are not formal states but play a significant role in international affairs. Non-
state actors can include multinational corporations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), terrorist
groups, and international criminal networks.

Power Politics: The use of power, influence, and coercion to achieve political goals and advance national
interests in international relations. Power politics can involve military threats, economic incentives,
diplomatic maneuvers, and alliances to shape the behavior of other states.

Realism: A theoretical approach in international relations that emphasizes the role of power, competition,
and self-interest in shaping state behavior. Realists argue that states are primarily motivated by security
concerns and the pursuit of power in the anarchic international system.

Regional Integration: The process of countries coming together to form regional organizations, agreements,
or institutions to promote cooperation, trade, and political integration. Regional integration can enhance
economic growth, stability, and security among neighboring states.

Soft Power: The ability of a country to influence other states through attraction, persuasion, and legitimacy
rather than coercion or force. Soft power relies on cultural, ideological, and diplomatic means to build
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influence and shape the preferences of others.

State Sovereignty: The principle that states have the exclusive authority and control over their territory,
government, and population. State sovereignty is a fundamental norm in international law and relations that
protects the independence and autonomy of states.

Strategic Alliances: Formal agreements between states to cooperate on security, defense, or economic
issues to achieve common objectives. Strategic alliances can involve military partnerships, intelligence
sharing, and joint exercises to enhance collective security and stability.

Superpower: A state with significant military, economic, and political power that can influence global affairs
and shape the behavior of other states. Superpowers often have the capacity to project power across
regions and intervene in international conflicts.

Trade War: A conflict between two or more countries characterized by the imposition of tariffs, quotas, or
other trade barriers on each other's goods and services. Trade wars can escalate tensions, disrupt global
supply chains, and harm the economies of the countries involved.

Transnational Terrorism: Acts of violence carried out by non-state actors across national borders to achieve
political, ideological, or religious objectives. Transnational terrorism poses a security threat to states and
requires international cooperation to combat and prevent attacks.

Unipolarity: A distribution of power in the international system where one state or actor dominates and sets
the rules and norms of global politics. Unipolarity can lead to stability or hegemony but also raise concerns
about the abuse of power and the lack of checks and balances.

Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD): Chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear weapons that can cause
massive destruction and loss of life. The proliferation and use of WMDs pose a significant security threat to
states and require international efforts to prevent their spread and use.
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