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Professional Certificate in Wound Care Management

surgical wound management

Abscess refers to a collection of pus that has built up within the tissue of the body, indicating a local
infection that can be treated with antibiotics and drainage. Related terms include cellulitis, wound infection,
and sepsis. In the context of surgical wound management, an abscess can form as a result of bacterial
contamination during or after surgery, and its presence can significantly delay the healing process.

Acute wound is a recent wound that has not yet completed the healing process, typically characterized by
inflammation, and can be further classified into different types such as lacerations, incisions, and abrasions.
Related terms include chronic wound, wound healing, and wound assessment. Acute wounds can be
managed with a variety of dressings and topical treatments, and the goal of treatment is to promote
healing and prevent infection.

Adhesion refers to the formation of fibrotic tissue that can occur between two or more tissues or organs,
often as a result of inflammation or trauma, and can lead to complications such as bowel obstruction or
chronic pain. Related terms include adhesiolysis, fibrosis, and scar tissue. In the context of surgical wound
management, adhesions can form as a result of surgical trauma or infection, and their presence can make
subsequent surgeries more challenging.

Algorithm refers to a step-by-step procedure or set of rules that can be used to guide decision-making in
wound management, taking into account factors such as wound type, size, and depth, as well as patient
comorbidities and medications. Related terms include protocol, guideline, and treatment plan. Algorithms
can be used to standardize wound care and ensure that patients receive consistent and high-quality care.

Amputation refers to the removal of a limb or digit, often as a result of severe trauma or infection, and can
be further classified into different types such as below-knee amputation or toe amputation. Related terms
include prosthetic, rehabilitation, and wound healing. In the context of surgical wound management,
amputation can be a life-saving intervention in cases where a wound is severely infected or gangrenous.

Anastomosis refers to the connection of two or more blood vessels, often as a result of surgical
intervention, and can be used to restore blood flow to a wound or graft. Related terms include vascular
surgery, microsurgery, and revascularization. In the context of surgical wound management, anastomosis
can be used to promote healing and prevent complications such as ischemia or necrosis.

Antibiotic refers to a medication that is used to treat bacterial infections, and can be further classified into
different types such as topical or systemic antibiotics. Related terms include antimicrobial, antibacterial, and
antifungal. In the context of surgical wound management, antibiotics can be used to prevent or treat wound
infections, and their use must be carefully monitored to prevent the development of resistance.

Antimicrobial refers to a substance that is used to prevent or treat infections, and can be further classified
into different types such as antibiotics, antiseptics, or disinfectants. Related terms include antibiotic,
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antibacterial, and antifungal. In the context of surgical wound management, antimicrobial agents can be
used to reduce the risk of wound infection and promote healing.

Asepsis refers to a state of being free from pathogens, and is a critical principle in surgical wound
management to prevent wound infections. Related terms include sterile, clean, and antiseptic. In the context
of surgical wound management, asepsis can be achieved through the use of sterile equipment, gloves, and
gowns, as well as the proper cleaning and disinfection of wounds.

Autolytic debridement refers to the process of using the body's own enzymes to break down and remove
dead tissue, often with the aid of a dressing or topical treatment. Related terms include debridement,
enzymatic debridement, and autolysis. In the context of surgical wound management, autolytic
debridement can be used to promote healing and reduce the risk of infection.

Biofilm refers to a complex community of microorganisms that adhere to a surface, often in the form of a
polysaccharide matrix, and can be found in chronic wounds. Related terms include microbial biofilm, wound
biofilm, and antimicrobial resistance. In the context of surgical wound management, biofilms can be
challenging to treat and may require the use of antimicrobial agents or other specialized therapies.

Biosynthetic dressing refers to a type of dressing that is made from synthetic or biological materials, often
designed to mimic the properties of human skin, and can be used to promote healing and reduce the risk of
infection. Related terms include biologic dressing, skin substitute, and wound dressing. In the context of
surgical wound management, biosynthetic dressings can be used to treat a variety of wound types,
including burns, ulcers, and surgical incisions.

Burn refers to a  of wound that is caused by heat, cold, or chemical exposure, and can be further classified
into different types such as first-degree, second-degree, or third-degree burns. Related terms include scald,
thermal injury, and smoke inhalation. In the context of surgical wound management, burns can be
challenging to treat and may require specialized care, including debridement, dressing, and grafting.

Chronic wound refers to a long-standing wound that has not healed within a reasonable timeframe, often
due to underlying factors such as diabetes, poor circulation, or infection. Related terms include acute
wound, wound healing, and wound assessment. In the context of surgical wound management, chronic
wounds can be challenging to treat and may require a multidisciplinary approach, including medical,
surgical, and rehabilitative interventions.

Collagen refers to a type of protein that is found in connective tissue, and plays a critical role in wound
healing and tissue repair. Related terms include collagenase, collagen synthesis, and tissue engineering. In
the context of surgical wound management, collagen can be used to promote healing and reduce the risk
of complications such as scarring or adhesions.

Complication refers to an unfavorable outcome or adverse event that can occur as a result of a surgical
procedure or wound, and can be further classified into different types such as infection, bleeding, or organ
failure. Related terms include risk factor, comorbidity, and morbidity. In the context of surgical wound
management, complications can be minimized through careful planning, proper technique, and

Read online: https://certificates.lsba.org.uk/glossaries/3128463/
surgical-wound-management

London School of Business and Administration · 22 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

postoperative care.

Compression refers to the application of pressure to a wound or limb, often using a dressing or bandage, to
promote healing and reduce the risk of complications such as edema or ulceration. Related terms include
compression bandage, compression stocking, and wound compression. In the context of surgical wound
management, compression can be used to treat a variety of wound types, including venous ulcers and
lymphedema.

Debridement refers to the removal of dead or infected tissue from a wound, often using surgical or
enzymatic methods, to promote healing and reduce the risk of infection. Related terms include surgical
debridement, autolytic debridement, and enzymatic debridement. In the context of surgical wound
management, debridement is a critical step in the treatment of chronic wounds and can be performed using
a variety of techniques, including sharp debridement or autolytic debridement.

Dressing refers to a covering or bandage that is applied to a wound to promote healing and protect the
wound from infection or trauma. Related terms include wound dressing, bandage, and topical treatment. In
the context of surgical wound management, dressings can be used to treat a variety of wound types,
including acute and chronic wounds, and can be made from a variety of materials, including gauze, foam, or
biologic materials.

Edema refers to the accumulation of fluid in the tissues, often as a result of inflammation or trauma, and can
be further classified into different types such as peripheral edema or pulmonary edema. Related terms
include swelling, inflammation, and lymphedema. In the context of surgical wound management, edema
can be a common complication of surgery and can be treated with elevation, compression, or diuretics.

Enzymatic debridement refers to the process of using enzymes to break down and remove dead tissue,
often with the aid of a dressing or topical treatment. Related terms include debridement, autolytic
debridement, and enzymatic therapy. In the context of surgical wound management, enzymatic
debridement can be used to promote healing and reduce the risk of infection.

Eschar refers to a type of dead tissue that can form on the surface of a wound, often as a result of burn or
infection, and can be further classified into different types such as dry eschar or wet eschar. Related terms
include slough, necrotic tissue, and debridement. In the context of surgical wound management, eschar can
be a barrier to healing and may require debridement to promote healing.

Exudate refers to the fluid that is produced by a wound, often as a result of inflammation or infection, and
can be further classified into different types such as serous exudate or purulent exudate. Related terms
include drainage, wound fluid, and exudate management. In the context of surgical wound management,
exudate can be a common complication of wounds and can be managed with dressings, topical treatments,
or drainage devices.

Fasciotomy refers to a surgical procedure that involves making an incision in the fascia, often to relieve
pressure or compartment syndrome. Related terms include fascial release, compartment syndrome, and
surgical decompression. In the context of surgical wound management, fasciotomy can be a life-saving
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intervention in cases where a wound is causing significant pressure or ischemia.

Fibrosis refers to the formation of fibrotic tissue, often as a result of inflammation or trauma, and can be
further classified into different types such as scar tissue or adhesions. Related terms include scar, adhesion,
and fibrotic tissue. In the context of surgical wound management, fibrosis can be a common complication
of wounds and can be treated with topical treatments, physical therapy, or surgical intervention.

Graft refers to a piece of tissue that is transplanted from one part of the body to another, often to promote
healing or reconstruction. Related terms include skin graft, tissue engineering, and wound reconstruction. In
the context of surgical wound management, grafts can be used to treat a variety of wound types, including
burns, ulcers, and surgical defects.

Granulation refers to the process of forming new tissue, often as a result of wound healing, and can be
further classified into different types such as granulation tissue or scar tissue. Related terms include wound
healing, tissue repair, and granulation tissue. In the context of surgical wound management, granulation can
be a critical step in the healing process and can be promoted with topical treatments, growth factors, or
biologic dressings.

Hemostasis refers to the process of stopping bleeding, often using pressure, cautery, or hemostatic agents.
Related terms include bleeding, hemorrhage, and hemostatic agent. In the context of surgical wound
management, hemostasis can be a critical step in the management of wounds, particularly in cases where
bleeding is severe or uncontrolled.

Hydrocolloid dressing refers to a type of dressing that is made from a hydrocolloid material, often used to
promote healing and reduce the risk of infection. Related terms include hydrocolloid, wound dressing, and
topical treatment. In the context of surgical wound management, hydrocolloid dressings can be used to
treat a variety of wound types, including acute and chronic wounds.

Hyperbaric oxygen refers to a treatment that involves breathing pure oxygen in a pressurized chamber,
often used to promote healing and reduce the risk of infection. Related terms include hyperbaric oxygen
therapy, wound healing, and tissue repair. In the context of surgical wound management, hyperbaric oxygen
can be used to treat a variety of wound types, including diabetic foot ulcers and chronic wounds.

Hypertrophic scar refers to a type of scar that is raised or thickened, often as a result of inflammation or
trauma, and can be further classified into different types such as keloid or hypertrophic scar. Related terms
include scar, keloid, and scar revision. In the context of surgical wound management, hypertrophic scars can
be a common complication of wounds and can be treated with topical treatments, steroid injections, or
surgical revision.

Infection refers to the presence of pathogens in a wound, often causing inflammation or sepsis, and can be
further classified into different types such as bacterial, viral, or fungal infection. Related terms include sepsis,
abscess, and wound infection. In the context of surgical wound management, infection can be a serious
complication of wounds and can be treated with antibiotics, antimicrobial agents, or surgical intervention.

Ischemia refers to a lack of blood flow to a tissue or organ, often as a result of injury or disease, and can be
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further classified into different types such as acute or chronic ischemia. Related terms include hypoxia,
anoxia, and tissue perfusion. In the context of surgical wound management, ischemia can be a critical factor
in wound healing and can be treated with revascularization, hyperbaric oxygen, or surgical intervention.

Keloid refers to a type of scar that is raised or thickened, often as a result of inflammation or trauma, and
can be further classified into different types such as hypertrophic or keloid scar. Related terms include scar,
hypertrophic scar, and scar revision. In the context of surgical wound management, keloids can be a
common complication of wounds and can be treated with topical treatments, steroid injections, or surgical
revision.

Lymphedema refers to a condition characterized by swelling of the limbs or body, often as a result of injury
or disease, and can be further classified into different types such as primary or secondary lymphedema.
Related terms include swelling, edema, and lymphatic system. In the context of surgical wound
management, lymphedema can be a common complication of surgery and can be treated with
compression, elevation, or physical therapy.

Microbiology refers to the study of microorganisms, often in the context of infection or disease, and can be
further classified into different types such as bacteriology, virology, or mycology. Related terms include
microbiology lab, microbiological testing, and antimicrobial therapy. In the context of surgical wound
management, microbiology can be a critical factor in the diagnosis and treatment of wound infections.

Necrosis refers to the death of tissue, often as a result of injury or disease, and can be further classified into
different types such as coagulative or liquefactive necrosis. Related terms include cell death, tissue damage,
and wound healing. In the context of surgical wound management, necrosis can be a serious complication
of wounds and can be treated with debridement, antimicrobial agents, or surgical intervention.

Negative pressure wound therapy refers to a treatment that involves applying negative pressure to a
wound, often using a vacuum device, to promote healing and reduce the risk of complications. Related
terms include negative pressure, wound therapy, and vacuum-assisted closure. In the context of surgical
wound management, negative pressure wound therapy can be used to treat a variety of wound types,
including acute and chronic wounds.

Osteomyelitis refers to a type of infection that affects the bone, often as a result of bacterial or fungal
contamination, and can be further classified into different types such as acute or chronic osteomyelitis.
Related terms include bone infection, sepsis, and osteomyelitis treatment. In the context of surgical wound
management, osteomyelitis can be a serious complication of wounds and can be treated with antibiotics,
antimicrobial agents, or surgical intervention.

Pain management refers to the process of controlling or reducing pain, often using medications,
interventions, or therapies, and can be further classified into different types such as acute or chronic pain
management. Related terms include pain, analgesia, and pain relief. In the context of surgical wound
management, pain management can be a critical factor in the care of patients with wounds, and can be
achieved with a variety of medications, interventions, or therapies.
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Pathogen refers to a microorganism that can cause disease or , and can be further classified into different
types such as bacterial, viral, or fungal pathogens. Related terms include microbiology, infection, and
antimicrobial therapy. In the context of surgical wound management, pathogens can be a serious threat to
patient health and can be treated with antibiotics, antimicrobial agents, or surgical intervention.

Phlebotomy refers to the process of drawing blood, often for laboratory testing or transfusion, and can be
further classified into different types such as venipuncture or arterial puncture. Related terms include blood
draw, blood sampling, and phlebotomy technique. In the context of surgical wound management,
phlebotomy can be a common procedure in the care of patients with wounds, and can be used to monitor
infection or coagulation status.

Physical therapy refers to the process of using exercise, modalities, or interventions to promote healing,
function, or mobility, and can be further classified into different types such as acute or chronic physical
therapy. Related terms include rehabilitation, physical therapist, and physical therapy technique. In the
context of surgical wound management, physical therapy can be a critical factor in the care of patients with
wounds, and can be used to promote healing, function, or mobility.

Pressure ulcer refers to a type of wound that is caused by pressure or friction, often in patients who are
immobile or bedridden, and can be further classified into different types such as stage 1 or stage 4 pressure
ulcer. Related terms include decubitus ulcer, pressure sore, and wound prevention. In the context of surgical
wound management, pressure ulcers can be a common complication of surgery and can be prevented with
proper positioning, padding, or support surfaces.

Prosthesis refers to a device or implant that is used to replace or support a body part, often after
amputation or injury, and can be further classified into different types such as lower limb or upper limb
prosthesis. Related terms include prosthetic device, implant, and rehabilitation. In the context of surgical
wound management, prostheses can be used to promote function and mobility in patients with wounds or
amputations.

Purulent exudate refers to a type of fluid that is produced by a wound, often as a result of infection or
inflammation, and can be further classified into different types such as serous or purulent exudate. Related
terms include exudate, wound fluid, and infection. In the context of surgical wound management, purulent
exudate can be a common complication of wounds and can be managed with dressings, topical treatments,
or drainage devices.

Reconstruction refers to the process of rebuilding or reconstructing tissue or organs, often after injury or
disease, and can be further classified into different types such as surgical or non-surgical reconstruction.
Related terms include reconstructive surgery, tissue engineering, and wound reconstruction. In the context
of surgical wound management, reconstruction can be a critical factor in the care of patients with wounds,
and can be used to promote healing, function, or cosmesis.

Rehabilitation refers to the process of restoring function or mobility after injury or disease, and can be
further classified into different types such as physical or occupational rehabilitation. Related terms include
physical therapy, occupational therapy, and rehabilitation technique. In the context of surgical wound
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management, rehabilitation can be a critical factor in the care of patients with wounds, and can be used to
promote healing, function, or mobility.

Scar refers to a area of tissue that has been damaged or injured, often resulting in a permanent mark or
deformity, and can be further classified into different types such as hypertrophic or keloid scar. Related
terms include wound healing, tissue repair, and scar revision. In the context of surgical wound management,
scars can be a common complication of wounds and can be treated with topical treatments, steroid
injections, or surgical revision.

Sepsis refers to a life-threatening condition that occurs when the body's response to an  becomes
uncontrolled and causes inflammation throughout the body, and can be further classified into different
types such as septic shock or sepsis syndrome. Related terms include infection, bacteremia, and sepsis
treatment. In the context of surgical wound management, sepsis can be a serious complication of wounds
and can be treated with antibiotics, antimicrobial agents, or surgical intervention.

Skin graft refers to a piece of skin that is transplanted from one part of the body to another, often to
promote healing or reconstruction, and can be further classified into different types such as split-thickness
or full-thickness skin graft. Related terms include graft, tissue engineering, and wound reconstruction. In the
context of surgical wound management, skin grafts can be used to treat a variety of wound types, including
burns, ulcers, and surgical defects.

Slough refers to a type of dead tissue that can form on the surface of a wound, often as a result of infection
or inflammation, and can be further classified into different types such as dry slough or wet slough. Related
terms include eschar, necrotic tissue, and debridement. In the context of surgical wound management,
slough can be a barrier to healing and may require debridement to promote healing.

Sterilization refers to the process of eliminating all microorganisms from a surface or equipment, often
using heat, chemicals, or radiation, and can be further classified into different types such as autoclaving or
ethylene oxide sterilization. Related terms include disinfection, antisepsis, and sterilization technique. In the
context of surgical wound management, sterilization can be a critical factor in preventing infection and
promoting healing.

Surgical debridement refers to the process of removing dead or infected tissue from a wound, often using
surgical instruments or techniques, to promote healing and reduce the risk of infection. Related terms
include debridement, autolytic debridement, and enzymatic debridement. In the context of surgical wound
management, surgical debridement can be a critical step in the treatment of chronic wounds and can be
performed using a variety of techniques, including sharp debridement or surgical excision.

Tissue engineering refers to the process of creating or repairing tissue using biological or biomechanical
methods, and can be further classified into different types such as skin tissue engineering or muscle tissue
engineering. Related terms include regenerative medicine, biomaterials, and tissue repair. In the context of
surgical wound management, tissue engineering can be a critical factor in the care of patients with wounds,
and can be used to promote healing, function, or cosmesis.
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Topical treatment refers to a type of treatment that is applied directly to the surface of a wound, often using
creams, ointments, or dressings, to promote healing and reduce the risk of complications. Related terms
include wound care, dressing, and topical therapy. In the context of surgical wound management, topical
treatments can be used to treat a variety of wound types, including acute and chronic wounds.

Ulcer refers to a type of wound that is characterized by a loss of tissue, often as a result of inflammation or
infection, and can be further classified into different types such as venous ulcer or arterial ulcer. Related
terms include wound, sore, and ulceration. In the context of surgical wound management, ulcers can be a
common complication of surgery and can be treated with dressings, topical treatments, or surgical
intervention.

Vacuum-assisted closure refers to a treatment that involves applying negative pressure to a wound, often
using a vacuum device, to promote healing and reduce the risk of complications. Related terms include
negative pressure wound therapy, wound closure, and vacuum-assisted closure device. In the context of
surgical wound management, vacuum-assisted closure can be used to treat a variety of wound types,
including acute and chronic wounds.

Vascular surgery refers to the surgical specialty that deals with the diagnosis and treatment of vascular
diseases, often using surgical or endovascular techniques, and can be further classified into different types
such as arterial or venous surgery. Related terms include vascular disease, vascular surgery technique, and
vascular reconstruction. In the context of surgical wound management, vascular surgery can be a critical
factor in the care of patients with wounds, and can be used to promote healing, function, or mobility.

Wound assessment refers to the process of evaluating a wound, often using visual inspection,
measurement, or documentation, to determine the size, depth, and character of the wound, and can be
further classified into different types such as initial or ongoing wound assessment. Related terms include
wound evaluation, wound examination, and wound documentation. In the context of surgical wound
management, wound assessment can be a critical step in the care of patients with wounds, and can be used
to guide treatment decisions and promote healing.

Wound care refers to the process of managing and treating wounds, often using dressings, topical
treatments, or surgical interventions, to promote healing and reduce the risk of complications. Related
terms include wound management, wound treatment, and wound therapy. In the context of surgical wound
management, wound care can be a critical factor in the care of patients with wounds, and can be used to
promote healing, function, or cosmesis.

Wound closure refers to the process of closing a wound, often using sutures, staples, or adhesives, to
promote healing and reduce the risk of complications. Related terms include wound repair, wound healing,
and wound closure technique. In the context of surgical wound management, wound closure can be a
critical step in the care of patients with wounds, and can be used to promote healing, function, or cosmesis.

Wound dressing refers to a covering or bandage that is applied to a wound, often to promote healing and
protect the wound from infection or trauma, and can be further classified into different types such as gauze
or foam dressing. Related terms include dressing, bandage, and wound care. In the context of surgical
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wound management, wound dressings can be used to treat a variety of wound types, including acute and
chronic wounds.

Wound healing refers to the process of restoring tissue after injury or disease, often involving inflammation,
proliferation, and remodeling phases, and can be further classified into different types such as primary or
secondary wound healing. Related terms include wound repair, tissue repair, and wound regeneration. In
the context of surgical wound management, wound healing can be a critical factor in the care of patients
with wounds, and can be promoted with dressings, topical treatments, or surgical interventions.

Wound infection refers to the presence of pathogens in a wound, often causing inflammation or sepsis, and
can be further classified into different types such as bacterial, viral, or fungal infection. Related terms include
infection, sepsis, and wound infection treatment. In the context of surgical wound management, wound
infections can be a serious complication of wounds and can be treated with antibiotics, antimicrobial
agents, or surgical intervention.

Wound management refers to the process of managing and treating wounds, often using dressings, topical
treatments, or surgical interventions, to promote healing and reduce the risk of complications. Related
terms include wound care, wound treatment, and wound therapy. In the context of surgical wound
management, wound management can be a critical factor in the care of patients with wounds, and can be
used to promote healing, function, or cosmesis.
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