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Professional Certificate in Introduction to Public International Law

International Dispute Resolution

International Dispute Resolution:
International Dispute Resolution refers to the process of resolving disputes between states or other
international actors through peaceful means. This field of law encompasses various mechanisms and
methods to settle conflicts without resorting to violence or war. International Dispute Resolution plays a
crucial role in maintaining international peace and security by providing a framework for resolving
disagreements and conflicts between countries.

Arbitration:
Arbitration is a form of dispute resolution where parties agree to submit their dispute to an independent
third party, known as an arbitrator, who makes a binding decision. Arbitration is a popular method for
resolving international disputes because it provides a neutral forum and allows parties to tailor the process
to their specific needs. Unlike litigation, arbitration is confidential, flexible, and can be faster and less
expensive.

Mediation:
Mediation is a form of dispute resolution where parties work with a neutral third party, known as a
mediator, to reach a mutually acceptable agreement. The mediator facilitates communication between the
parties and helps them explore options for resolving their dispute. Mediation is a voluntary and non-
binding process, which allows parties to maintain control over the outcome of the dispute.

Negotiation:
Negotiation is a process where parties engage in discussions to reach a mutually acceptable agreement.
Negotiation is often used as a first step in resolving international disputes, as it allows parties to
communicate directly with each other and explore potential solutions. Negotiation can be conducted
informally or through formal diplomatic channels, depending on the nature of the dispute.

Conciliation:
Conciliation is a form of dispute resolution where parties seek the assistance of a neutral third party, known
as a conciliator, to facilitate communication and help them reach a settlement. Conciliation is similar to
mediation but may involve more active involvement by the conciliator in proposing solutions to the parties.
Conciliation is a flexible and non-binding process that allows parties to explore creative solutions to their
dispute.

Adjudication:
Adjudication is a formal process of resolving disputes through a decision made by a judicial or quasi-judicial
body. Adjudication is often used in international disputes when parties cannot reach a settlement through
negotiation, mediation, or arbitration. Adjudication provides a final and binding decision on the dispute,
which parties are obligated to comply with under international law.
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International Court of Justice (ICJ):
The International Court of Justice is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations, tasked with settling
legal disputes between states. The ICJ hears cases submitted by states and provides advisory opinions on
legal questions referred to it by UN bodies. The ICJ's jurisdiction is based on the consent of states, who
must agree to submit to its authority in resolving their disputes.

Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA):
The Permanent Court of Arbitration is an intergovernmental organization that facilitates arbitration and
other forms of dispute resolution between states, international organizations, and private parties. The PCA
provides a framework for resolving disputes through arbitration, conciliation, and mediation, and
administers proceedings under various rules and conventions.

International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID):
The International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes is an institution established by the World
Bank to facilitate arbitration and conciliation of disputes between states and foreign investors. ICSID
provides a forum for resolving disputes arising from international investment agreements and ensures the
enforceability of arbitral awards through its convention.

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS):
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea is an international treaty that establishes the legal
framework for the use and protection of the world's oceans. UNCLOS defines the rights and obligations of
states in maritime zones, including territorial seas, exclusive economic zones, and the high seas, and
provides mechanisms for resolving disputes related to maritime boundaries and resource exploitation.

WTO Dispute Settlement Body (DSB):
The World Trade Organization Dispute Settlement Body is a multilateral forum for resolving trade disputes
between WTO members. The DSB oversees the adjudication of disputes brought by member states
regarding violations of WTO agreements and trade rules. The DSB's dispute settlement process includes
consultations, panel hearings, and appellate review to ensure compliance with WTO obligations.

European Court of Human Rights (ECHR):
The European Court of Human Rights is an international judicial body that hears cases alleging violations of
the European Convention on Human Rights by states party to the convention. The ECHR provides a forum
for individuals and groups to seek redress for human rights abuses and holds states accountable for their
obligations under international human rights law.

Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS):
Investor-State Dispute Settlement is a mechanism commonly found in international investment agreements
that allows foreign investors to bring claims against host states for alleged breaches of investment
protections. ISDS provides a forum for resolving disputes between investors and states through arbitration
and ensures the enforcement of investment treaty obligations.

Inter-State Dispute:
An inter-state dispute is a conflict or disagreement between two or more states concerning their rights,
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obligations, or interests under international law. Inter-state disputes can arise from territorial claims,
boundary delimitation, resource management, or other issues that impact the relations between states.
Inter-state disputes can be resolved through diplomatic negotiations, arbitration, or adjudication.

State Responsibility:
State responsibility is a fundamental principle of international law that holds states accountable for their
actions or omissions that breach international obligations. State responsibility arises when a state violates its
legal duties under treaties, customary law, or other sources of international law, leading to legal
consequences such as reparations, sanctions, or other remedies. State responsibility is a cornerstone of the
international legal order.

Compulsory Jurisdiction:
Compulsory jurisdiction refers to the obligation of states to accept the jurisdiction of a specific international
tribunal or court to resolve disputes with other states. Compulsory jurisdiction can be established through
treaties, conventions, or other legal instruments that require states to submit to the jurisdiction of a
particular judicial body. Compulsory jurisdiction ensures the enforceability of international legal decisions.

Optional Clause:
An optional clause is a provision in a treaty or convention that allows states to accept the jurisdiction of a
specific international court or tribunal for resolving disputes with other states. States that ratify an optional
clause agree to submit to the jurisdiction of the designated judicial body and abide by its decisions.
Optional clauses provide a mechanism for states to resolve disputes through peaceful means.

Counterclaims:
Counterclaims are legal claims brought by a defendant in response to a claim made by the plaintiff in a
legal proceeding. In international dispute resolution, counterclaims can be raised by states or other parties
involved in a dispute to assert their own rights or seek redress for alleged violations by the other party.
Counterclaims allow parties to address multiple issues in a single proceeding.

State Immunity:
State immunity is a principle of international law that protects states from being sued in the courts of other
states without their consent. State immunity prevents foreign courts from asserting jurisdiction over states
and their assets, except in limited circumstances such as commercial activities or waiver of immunity. State
immunity ensures the sovereign equality and independence of states in international relations.

Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property (JISP):
The Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property is an international legal instrument that regulates
the immunity of states from the jurisdiction of foreign courts. JISP provides rules and procedures for
determining when states are immune from legal proceedings in other states and sets out exceptions to
state immunity in cases involving commercial activities, torts, or human rights violations.

Armed Conflict:
Armed conflict refers to a situation of hostilities or violence between states, armed groups, or other actors
that exceeds a certain threshold of intensity and organization. Armed conflicts can be categorized as
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international or non-international, depending on the parties involved and the nature of the conflict.
International law governs the conduct of parties in armed conflicts and provides rules for protecting
civilians and combatants.

Human Rights Violations:
Human rights violations are actions or omissions by states or other actors that infringe on the fundamental
rights and freedoms of individuals protected under international human rights law. Human rights violations
can take many forms, including torture, discrimination, arbitrary detention, and violations of the right to life,
liberty, and security. International law prohibits human rights violations and provides mechanisms for
holding perpetrators accountable.

State Sovereignty:
State sovereignty is a core principle of international law that recognizes the independence and authority of
states to govern their own affairs without interference from other states. State sovereignty encompasses the
rights of states to make decisions within their territories, enter into treaties, and conduct foreign relations.
State sovereignty is balanced by the obligations of states under international law to respect the sovereignty
of other states.

Good Faith:
Good faith is a fundamental principle of international law that requires states to act honestly, fairly, and in
accordance with their legal obligations in their relations with other states. Good faith underpins the
interpretation and performance of treaties, customary law, and other international agreements, and imposes
a duty of cooperation and mutual respect among states. States are expected to conduct themselves in good
faith in all aspects of international relations.

Precedent:
Precedent is a legal principle that refers to the use of prior decisions or rulings by courts or tribunals as a
basis for deciding similar cases in the future. Precedent provides consistency and predictability in the
application of law and allows parties to rely on established legal principles in resolving disputes.
International courts and tribunals may consider precedent from previous cases to guide their decisions and
interpretations of international law.

Non-Proliferation:
Non-proliferation is a policy goal aimed at preventing the spread of nuclear, chemical, biological, and other
weapons of mass destruction to states or non-state actors. Non-proliferation measures seek to limit the
production, possession, and transfer of weapons of mass destruction and promote disarmament and arms
control. Non-proliferation efforts are supported by international treaties, conventions, and organizations to
enhance global security and stability.

Arbitral Award:
An arbitral award is a final and binding decision issued by an arbitral tribunal in a dispute resolution
proceeding. Arbitral awards resolve the issues in dispute between the parties and provide a legal basis for
enforcing the tribunal's decision. Arbitral awards are typically issued in writing and include the tribunal's
findings, reasoning, and any remedies or damages awarded to the parties. Arbitral awards are enforceable
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under international law.

Enforcement of Judgments:
Enforcement of judgments refers to the process of implementing and carrying out the decisions and orders
of international courts, tribunals, or arbitral bodies. Enforcement mechanisms ensure that parties comply
with legal obligations and remedies imposed by judicial or quasi-judicial bodies in resolving disputes.
Enforcement of judgments may involve seizing assets, imposing sanctions, or seeking assistance from
national authorities to enforce international legal decisions.

State Practice:
State practice refers to the conduct and actions of states in their relations with each other, which may
contribute to the formation and interpretation of customary international law. State practice includes official
statements, diplomatic communications, treaty negotiations, and other activities that demonstrate the
position and behavior of states on legal issues. State practice is a key element in determining the existence
and content of customary international law.

Jus Cogens:
Jus Cogens is a peremptory norm of international law that is recognized as a fundamental principle from
which no derogation is permitted. Jus Cogens norms include prohibitions against genocide, slavery, torture,
and aggression, as well as other fundamental human rights principles. States are obligated to comply with
jus cogens norms, which prevail over conflicting treaty provisions or customary law. Jus Cogens norms
reflect the highest standards of international law.

State Succession:
State succession refers to the process by which a new state assumes the rights, duties, and obligations of a
predecessor state following a change in its status or territory. State succession can occur through
independence, secession, merger, or other forms of state transformation. International law governs the
effects of state succession on treaties, territory, nationality, and other legal matters to ensure continuity and
stability in international relations.

Customary International Law:
Customary international law is a source of law derived from the consistent and general practice of states
followed out of a sense of legal obligation. Customary law is based on state practice, opinio juris (a belief
that the practice is required by law), and the recognition of customary norms by the international
community. Customary international law complements treaty law and provides rules and principles that
bind all states, regardless of treaty obligations.

Principle of Proportionality:
The principle of proportionality is a legal standard that requires states to use only as much force or
intervention as is necessary to achieve a legitimate objective. Proportionality balances the military, political,
or law enforcement objectives of states with the need to minimize harm to civilians, property, and other
protected persons. The principle of proportionality is a fundamental aspect of international humanitarian
law and human rights law.
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State Responsibility for Internationally Wrongful Acts:
State responsibility for internationally wrongful acts is a doctrine that holds states accountable for violations
of their international obligations under treaties, customary law, or other sources of law. States may incur
responsibility for acts or omissions that breach their legal duties and cause harm to other states or
individuals. State responsibility includes obligations to cease wrongful conduct, provide reparations, and
prevent future violations in accordance with international law.

Exhaustion of Local Remedies:
The exhaustion of local remedies is a legal principle that requires individuals or entities to pursue all
available domestic legal avenues for redress before seeking international remedies. The exhaustion rule
ensures that domestic courts have the opportunity to address alleged violations of rights or obligations
before international bodies intervene. The exhaustion of local remedies is a procedural requirement in many
international treaties and conventions.

Act of State Doctrine:
The act of state doctrine is a legal principle that recognizes the validity and effect of acts performed by
states within their territories or jurisdictions, even if those acts conflict with international law. The act of
state doctrine precludes foreign courts from reviewing or questioning the legality of official acts of foreign
states or their agents. The act of state doctrine promotes respect for state sovereignty and non-interference
in internal affairs.

Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT):
A bilateral investment treaty is an agreement between two states that establishes the legal framework for
promoting and protecting foreign investments in each other's territories. BITs provide guarantees of fair and
equitable treatment, protection against expropriation without compensation, and mechanisms for resolving
disputes between investors and host states. BITs are designed to encourage foreign investment and
enhance economic cooperation between states.

State Immunity from Jurisdiction:
State immunity from jurisdiction is a principle of international law that protects states from being sued in
the courts of other states without their consent. State immunity shields states and their officials from legal
proceedings that could interfere with their sovereign functions or diplomatic activities. State immunity is
subject to exceptions for commercial activities, human rights violations, and other limited circumstances
under international law.

Expropriation:
Expropriation is the act of a state taking private property for public use or in the public interest, with
compensation to the owner. Expropriation may occur through formal legal proceedings or administrative
actions and must comply with domestic laws and international standards. Expropriation of foreign
investments can lead to disputes between states and investors, which may be resolved through negotiation,
arbitration, or other forms of dispute resolution.

Forum Selection Clause:
A forum selection clause is a contractual provision that designates a specific forum or jurisdiction for
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resolving disputes between parties to a contract. Forum selection clauses specify the venue, laws, and
procedures that will govern the resolution of any disputes arising from the contract. Forum selection clauses
help parties avoid jurisdictional conflicts, forum shopping, and uncertainty in dispute resolution by
establishing clear rules for resolving disputes.

Investment Arbitration:
Investment arbitration is a specialized form of dispute resolution that involves resolving disputes between
foreign investors and host states under international investment agreements. Investment arbitration allows
investors to bring claims against states for breaches of investment protections, such as expropriation,
discrimination, or unfair treatment. Investment arbitration provides a neutral forum for resolving disputes
and ensures the enforceability of arbitral awards.

Armed Conflict:
Armed conflict refers to a situation of hostilities or violence between states, armed groups, or other actors
that exceeds a certain threshold of intensity and organization. Armed conflicts can be categorized as
international or non-international, depending on the parties involved and the nature of the conflict.
International law governs the conduct of parties in armed conflicts and provides rules for protecting
civilians and combatants.

Human Rights Violations:
Human rights violations are actions or omissions by states or other actors that infringe on the fundamental
rights and freedoms of individuals protected under international human rights law. Human rights violations
can take many forms, including torture, discrimination, arbitrary detention, and violations of the right to life,
liberty, and security. International law prohibits human rights violations and provides mechanisms for
holding perpetrators accountable.

State Sovereignty:
State sovereignty is a core principle of international law that recognizes the independence and authority of
states to govern their own affairs without interference from other states. State sovereignty encompasses the
rights of states to make decisions within their territories, enter into treaties, and conduct foreign relations.
State sovereignty is balanced by the obligations of states under international law to respect the sovereignty
of other states.

Good Faith:
Good faith is a fundamental principle of international law that requires states to act honestly, fairly, and in
accordance with their legal obligations in their relations with other states. Good faith underpins the
interpretation and performance of treaties, customary law, and other international agreements, and imposes
a duty of cooperation and mutual respect among states. States are expected to conduct themselves in good
faith in all aspects of international relations.

Precedent:
Precedent is a legal principle that refers to the use of prior decisions or rulings by courts or tribunals as a
basis for deciding similar cases in the future. Precedent provides consistency and predictability in the
application of law and allows parties to rely on established legal principles in resolving disputes.
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International courts and tribunals may consider precedent from previous cases to guide their decisions and
interpretations of international law.

Non-Proliferation:
Non-proliferation is a policy goal aimed at preventing the spread of nuclear, chemical, biological, and other
weapons of mass destruction to states or non-state actors. Non-proliferation measures seek to limit the
production, possession, and transfer of weapons of mass destruction and promote disarmament and arms
control. Non-proliferation efforts are supported by international treaties, conventions, and organizations to
enhance global security and stability.

Arbitral Award:
An arbitral award is a final and binding decision issued by an arbitral tribunal in a dispute resolution
proceeding. Arbitral awards resolve the
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