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International Organizations

International Organizations:
International organizations are entities formed by states to facilitate cooperation and coordination on
various issues of common interest at the international level. These organizations serve as platforms for
member states to address global challenges, promote peace and security, facilitate economic development,
and protect human rights. International organizations can take different forms, such as intergovernmental
organizations (IGOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Some of the key international
organizations include the United Nations (UN), World Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), World
Health Organization (WHO), and the International Criminal Court (ICC).

United Nations (UN):
The United Nations is an intergovernmental organization established in 1945 with the primary goal of
maintaining international peace and security, promoting human rights, fostering social and economic
development, and providing humanitarian aid. The UN has 193 member states and operates through
various specialized agencies, programs, and funds. The Security Council, General Assembly, Secretariat, and
International Court of Justice are key organs of the UN. The UN plays a central role in addressing global
challenges such as armed conflicts, climate change, poverty, and infectious diseases.

World Bank:
The World Bank is an international financial institution that provides loans and grants to developing
countries for development projects aimed at reducing poverty and improving living standards. The World
Bank consists of two main institutions: the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)
and the International Development Association (IDA). The World Bank Group also includes the International
Finance Corporation (IFC), the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), and the International
Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID).

International Monetary Fund (IMF):
The International Monetary Fund is an international organization that promotes global monetary
cooperation, exchange rate stability, and financial stability. The IMF provides financial assistance to member
countries facing balance of payments problems and offers policy advice on economic and financial matters.
The IMF also conducts economic surveillance and research to monitor global economic developments and
trends. The IMF's primary goal is to ensure the stability of the international monetary system and support
sustainable economic growth.

World Health Organization (WHO):
The World Health Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations responsible for international
public health. The WHO works to improve healthcare systems, prevent and control infectious diseases,
promote healthy lifestyles, and respond to health emergencies. The WHO sets international health
standards, develops guidelines and protocols, and coordinates global health initiatives. The organization
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plays a critical role in addressing global health challenges such as pandemics, epidemics, and health
inequalities.

International Criminal Court (ICC):
The International Criminal Court is a permanent international tribunal established to prosecute individuals
for genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and aggression. The ICC is based in The Hague,
Netherlands, and operates under the Rome Statute, which came into force in 2002. The ICC complements
national judicial systems and has jurisdiction over crimes committed on the territory of member states or by
their nationals. The ICC aims to hold perpetrators of grave international crimes accountable and promote
justice and reconciliation.

European Union (EU):
The European Union is a political and economic union of 27 European countries that work together on a
wide range of issues, including trade, security, and environmental protection. The EU has its own
institutions, such as the European Commission, European Parliament, and European Council, which make
decisions on behalf of member states. The EU operates a single market with free movement of goods,
services, capital, and people among member states. The EU also has a common currency, the euro, used by
19 of its members.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO):
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is a military alliance of 30 North American and European countries
committed to collective defense and security cooperation. Founded in 1949, NATO's core principle is that an
attack on one member is considered an attack on all members, triggering a collective response. NATO
conducts joint military exercises, peacekeeping operations, and crisis management missions to promote
stability and peace in the Euro-Atlantic area. NATO also works with partner countries and international
organizations to address security challenges.

World Trade Organization (WTO):
The World Trade Organization is an international organization that regulates international trade and
resolves trade disputes among its members. The WTO establishes rules for trade agreements, facilitates
negotiations on trade liberalization, and monitors compliance with trade rules. The WTO's key functions
include promoting free trade, reducing trade barriers, and ensuring a level playing field for all countries. The
WTO also provides a forum for member states to discuss trade policies, address trade concerns, and seek
consensus on trade-related issues.

International Labour Organization (ILO):
The International Labour Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations that sets international
labor standards and promotes decent work for all. The ILO develops conventions and recommendations on
labor rights, social protection, employment, and occupational safety and health. The ILO works with
governments, employers, and workers to promote social justice, fair labor practices, and inclusive economic
growth. The ILO also conducts research, advocacy, and technical cooperation to address labor issues and
improve working conditions worldwide.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):
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The International Atomic Energy Agency is an international organization that promotes peaceful uses of
nuclear energy, nuclear safety, and nuclear non-proliferation. The IAEA assists countries in developing
nuclear energy programs for electricity generation, medical applications, and research. The IAEA also verifies
compliance with international agreements to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and ensure the safe
handling of nuclear materials. The IAEA plays a critical role in promoting nuclear security, safeguards, and
safety worldwide.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO):
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is a specialized agency of the United
Nations that promotes education, science, culture, and communication. UNESCO works to preserve cultural
heritage, promote linguistic diversity, and protect freedom of expression. UNESCO also supports education
for sustainable development, gender equality, and human rights. The organization designates World
Heritage Sites, Biosphere Reserves, and Intangible Cultural Heritage to safeguard and promote cultural and
natural treasures.

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD):
The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development is an international organization of 38
countries that promotes policies to improve economic and social well-being. The OECD conducts economic
analysis, provides policy advice, and fosters cooperation on a wide range of issues, including taxation, trade,
innovation, and governance. The OECD works to enhance sustainable growth, reduce inequality, and
address global challenges such as climate change and digital transformation. The organization also sets
standards for data collection, measurement, and reporting.

International Maritime Organization (IMO):
The International Maritime Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations that regulates
shipping and maritime activities to ensure safety, security, and environmental protection. The IMO develops
international regulations and standards for the prevention of marine pollution, the safety of ships and
seafarers, and the security of ports and waterways. The IMO also promotes technical cooperation, capacity
building, and training to improve maritime governance and compliance with international conventions. The
IMO plays a crucial role in enhancing the sustainability and resilience of the global maritime industry.

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO):
The International Civil Aviation Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations that sets
international standards and regulations for civil aviation. The ICAO promotes safe, secure, and efficient air
transportation by developing rules for air navigation, aircraft operations, and aviation security. The ICAO
also facilitates cooperation among member states to harmonize aviation practices, address emerging
challenges, and promote sustainable development. The organization works to ensure the safety and security
of global air travel and the seamless operation of the international aviation system.

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO):
The Food and Agriculture Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international
efforts to eliminate hunger, improve food security, and promote sustainable agriculture. The FAO provides
technical assistance, policy advice, and capacity building to member countries to enhance agricultural
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productivity, food systems, and rural livelihoods. The FAO conducts research, data analysis, and advocacy on
issues such as climate change, biodiversity, and food waste. The organization works to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals related to zero hunger and sustainable agriculture.

International Telecommunication Union (ITU):
The International Telecommunication Union is a specialized agency of the United Nations that coordinates
global telecommunications networks and services. The ITU develops technical standards, allocates radio
spectrum, and promotes digital connectivity to bridge the digital divide. The ITU also facilitates international
cooperation on issues such as cybersecurity, broadband access, and emerging technologies. The
organization works to ensure the interoperability, affordability, and accessibility of telecommunications
infrastructure and services worldwide.

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO):
The World Intellectual Property Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations that promotes
intellectual property rights as a tool for innovation, creativity, and economic development. WIPO
administers international treaties on patents, trademarks, copyrights, and industrial designs to protect
intellectual property assets. WIPO also provides services for the registration, management, and enforcement
of intellectual property rights. The organization works to foster a balanced and effective intellectual
property system that benefits creators, innovators, and users of intellectual property.

International Organization for Migration (IOM):
The International Organization for Migration is an intergovernmental organization that assists migrants and
governments in managing migration in a humane and orderly manner. The IOM provides support for
migrants in need, including refugees, asylum seekers, and victims of human trafficking. The organization
also works with governments to develop policies, build capacity, and promote international cooperation on
migration issues. The IOM aims to ensure the well-being, dignity, and rights of migrants while contributing
to sustainable development and social cohesion.

World Meteorological Organization (WMO):
The World Meteorological Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations that promotes
international cooperation on weather, climate, and water-related issues. The WMO facilitates the exchange
of meteorological data, forecasts, and best practices among its members to improve weather forecasting,
disaster preparedness, and climate resilience. The WMO also conducts research, assessments, and capacity
development to address climate change, extreme weather events, and water scarcity. The organization plays
a critical role in protecting lives, property, and ecosystems from the impacts of natural hazards.

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD):
The International Fund for Agricultural Development is an international financial institution that provides
loans and grants to smallholder farmers and rural communities in developing countries. IFAD supports
projects and programs that aim to improve food security, increase agricultural productivity, and reduce rural
poverty. The organization works with governments, civil society, and the private sector to invest in
sustainable agriculture, rural infrastructure, and market access. IFAD focuses on empowering small-scale
farmers, women, and youth to achieve inclusive and sustainable rural development.
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International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA):
The International Renewable Energy Agency is an intergovernmental organization that promotes the
adoption and use of renewable energy sources worldwide. IRENA supports member countries in
transitioning to a sustainable energy future by providing policy advice, technical assistance, and capacity
building. The organization facilitates cooperation on renewable energy technologies, investment
opportunities, and energy transition strategies. IRENA works to accelerate the deployment of renewable
energy solutions to mitigate climate change, enhance energy security, and drive economic growth.

International Seabed Authority (ISA):
The International Seabed Authority is an intergovernmental organization that regulates mineral exploration
and exploitation in the international seabed beyond national jurisdiction. The ISA issues licenses for seabed
mining activities, establishes environmental standards, and ensures equitable sharing of benefits from
seabed resources. The organization aims to protect the marine environment, conserve biodiversity, and
promote sustainable use of deep-sea minerals. The ISA operates under the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea to govern activities in the Area, a global commons.

Interpol:
Interpol, short for the International Criminal Police Organization, is an international organization that
facilitates police cooperation and coordination across borders. Interpol supports member countries in
combating transnational crime, including terrorism, organized crime, cybercrime, and human trafficking.
Interpol provides a secure communication network, databases, and operational support to assist law
enforcement agencies in solving crimes and apprehending suspects. The organization works to enhance
global security, promote rule of law, and protect communities from criminal threats.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):
The International Atomic Energy Agency is an international organization that promotes peaceful uses of
nuclear energy, nuclear safety, and nuclear non-proliferation. The IAEA assists countries in developing
nuclear energy programs for electricity generation, medical applications, and research. The IAEA also verifies
compliance with international agreements to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and ensure the safe
handling of nuclear materials. The IAEA plays a critical role in promoting nuclear security, safeguards, and
safety worldwide.

International Court of Justice (ICJ):
The International Court of Justice is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations, established to settle
legal disputes between states and provide advisory opinions on legal questions. The ICJ hears cases
submitted by member states regarding violations of international law, treaty interpretation, and state
responsibility. The ICJ's decisions are binding and serve as authoritative interpretations of international law.
The ICJ aims to uphold the rule of law, promote peaceful settlement of disputes, and strengthen the
international legal order.

International Labour Organization (ILO):
The International Labour Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations that sets international
labor standards and promotes decent work for all. The ILO develops conventions and recommendations on
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labor rights, social protection, employment, and occupational safety and health. The ILO works with
governments, employers, and workers to promote social justice, fair labor practices, and inclusive economic
growth. The ILO also conducts research, advocacy, and technical cooperation to address labor issues and
improve working conditions worldwide.

International Monetary Fund (IMF):
The International Monetary Fund is an international organization that promotes global monetary
cooperation, exchange rate stability, and financial stability. The IMF provides financial assistance to member
countries facing balance of payments problems and offers policy advice on economic and financial matters.
The IMF also conducts economic surveillance and research to monitor global economic developments and
trends. The IMF's primary goal is to ensure the stability of the international monetary system and support
sustainable economic growth.

International Telecommunication Union (ITU):
The International Telecommunication Union is a specialized agency of the United Nations that coordinates
global telecommunications networks and services. The ITU develops technical standards, allocates radio
spectrum, and promotes digital connectivity to bridge the digital divide. The ITU also facilitates international
cooperation on issues such as cybersecurity, broadband access, and emerging technologies. The
organization works to ensure the interoperability, affordability, and accessibility of telecommunications
infrastructure and services worldwide.

International Criminal Court (ICC):
The International Criminal Court is a permanent international tribunal established to prosecute individuals
for genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and aggression. The ICC is based in The Hague,
Netherlands, and operates under the Rome Statute, which came into force in 2002. The ICC complements
national judicial systems and has jurisdiction over crimes committed on the territory of member states or by
their nationals. The ICC aims to hold perpetrators of grave international crimes accountable and promote
justice and reconciliation.

International Maritime Organization (IMO):
The International Maritime Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations that regulates
shipping and maritime activities to ensure safety, security, and environmental protection. The IMO develops
international regulations and standards for the prevention of marine pollution, the safety of ships and
seafarers, and the security of ports and waterways. The IMO also promotes technical cooperation, capacity
building, and training to improve maritime governance and compliance with international conventions. The
IMO plays a crucial role in enhancing the sustainability and resilience of the global maritime industry.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO):
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is a military alliance of 30 North American and European countries
committed to collective defense and security cooperation. Founded in 1949, NATO's core principle is that an
attack on one member is considered an attack on all members, triggering a collective response. NATO
conducts joint military exercises, peacekeeping operations, and crisis management missions to promote
stability and peace in the Euro-Atlantic area. NATO also works with partner countries and international

Read online: https://certificates.lsba.org.uk/glossaries/3132418/
international-organizations

London School of Business and Administration · 29 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

organizations to address security challenges.

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD):
The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development is an international organization of 38
countries that promotes policies to improve economic and social well-being. The OECD conducts economic
analysis, provides policy advice, and fosters cooperation on a wide range of issues, including taxation, trade,
innovation, and governance. The OECD works to enhance sustainable growth, reduce inequality, and
address global challenges such as climate change and digital transformation. The organization also sets
standards for data collection, measurement, and reporting.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO):
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is a specialized agency of the United
Nations that promotes education, science, culture, and communication. UNESCO works to preserve cultural
heritage, promote linguistic diversity, and protect freedom of expression. UNESCO also supports education
for sustainable development, gender equality, and human rights. The organization designates World
Heritage Sites, Biosphere Reserves, and Intangible Cultural Heritage to safeguard and promote cultural and
natural treasures.

United Nations (UN):
The United Nations is an intergovernmental organization established in 1945 with the primary goal of
maintaining international peace and security, promoting human rights, fostering social and economic
development, and providing humanitarian aid. The UN has 193 member states and operates through
various specialized agencies, programs, and funds. The Security Council, General Assembly, Secretariat, and
International Court of Justice are key organs of the UN. The UN plays a central role in addressing global
challenges such as armed conflicts, climate change, poverty, and infectious diseases.

World Bank:
The World Bank is an international financial institution that provides loans and grants to developing
countries for development projects aimed at reducing poverty and improving living standards. The World
Bank consists of two main institutions: the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)
and the International Development Association (IDA). The World Bank Group also includes the International
Finance Corporation (IFC), the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), and the International
Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID).

World Health Organization (WHO):
The World Health Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations responsible for international
public health. The WHO works to improve healthcare systems, prevent and control infectious diseases,
promote healthy lifestyles, and respond to health emergencies. The WHO sets international health
standards, develops guidelines and protocols, and coordinates global health initiatives. The organization
plays a critical role in addressing global health challenges such as pandemics, epidemics, and health
inequalities.

World Trade Organization (WTO):
The World Trade Organization is an international organization that regulates international trade and
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resolves trade disputes among its members. The WTO establishes rules for trade agreements, facilitates
negotiations on trade liberalization, and monitors compliance with trade rules. The WTO's key functions
include promoting free trade, reducing trade barriers, and ensuring a level playing field for all countries.
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