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Professional Certificate in Art Collection Management

Legal and Ethical Considerations in Art Collection
Management

A
Acquisition: The process of obtaining artworks for a collection through purchase, donation, or bequest.

Authentication: The process of verifying the origin, authorship, and authenticity of an artwork through
research, provenance, and expert analysis.

Art Market: The commercial sector where artworks are bought and sold, including galleries, auction houses,
art fairs, and online platforms.

Artist's Resale Right (ARR): A legal right that entitles artists to receive a royalty on resales of their works in
certain jurisdictions, aimed at providing ongoing financial support to artists.

B

Beneficiary: A person or entity designated to receive benefits from a trust, will, or other legal arrangement
related to art collection management.

C

Condition Report: A document that details the physical condition of an artwork, including any damage,
wear, or conservation issues, often created before or after acquisition, loan, or exhibition.

Copyright: The legal right granted to creators of original works to control the use, reproduction, and
distribution of their works, including visual art, literature, music, and other creative expressions.

Conservation: The professional practice of preserving, protecting, and restoring artworks to ensure their
longevity and integrity, often involving scientific analysis, documentation, and treatment.

Curatorial Ethics: The principles, guidelines, and standards that govern the ethical responsibilities of curators
in their roles of selecting, interpreting, and presenting artworks in museum and gallery settings.

D

Deaccessioning: The process of removing artworks from a collection, often through sale, exchange, or
donation, to refine and manage the collection's scope, quality, and relevance.

Due Diligence: The process of conducting thorough research and investigation to assess the legal, ethical,
and financial risks and obligations associated with acquiring, owning, or transferring artworks.
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Exhibition Agreement: A legal contract between a lender and a borrower, such as a museum or gallery, that
outlines the terms and conditions for loaning artworks for exhibition, including insurance, display, and
transport arrangements.

Export License: A legal document issued by a government authority that permits the export of cultural
property, including artworks, to ensure compliance with national and international laws and regulations.

Ethical Guidelines: Principles, standards, and best practices that guide decision-making and behavior in the
art world, including issues related to provenance, restitution, cultural heritage, and community engagement.

F

Forgery: An imitation or copy of an artwork created with the intent to deceive others into believing it is an
original work by a specific artist, often produced for financial gain.

G

Gift Agreement: A legal contract between a donor and a recipient, such as a museum or institution, that
outlines the terms and conditions for donating artworks, including ownership, display, and tax implications.

H

Heritage Preservation: The practice of safeguarding and promoting cultural heritage, including artworks,
historical sites, and traditions, to preserve identity, memory, and heritage for future generations.

Insurance Valuation: An appraisal or assessment of the value of artworks for insurance purposes, often
based on market value, replacement cost, condition, and risk factors to determine appropriate coverage and
premiums.

Intellectual Property: Legal rights that protect the intangible creations of the mind, including copyrights,
trademarks, patents, and trade secrets, related to artworks, designs, brands, and inventions.

J

Joint Ownership: Shared ownership of artworks by two or more individuals, institutions, or entities, often
governed by legal agreements that define rights, responsibilities, and decision-making processes.

K

Known Forgeries: Artworks that have been identified and documented as counterfeit or fraudulent, often
with the help of scientific analysis, provenance research, and expert opinions to prevent their circulation in
the art market.
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L

Legal Title: The legal ownership rights to an artwork, including the right to possess, use, transfer, and
dispose of the artwork, often established through purchase, inheritance, donation, or other legal means.

M

Moral Rights: Legal rights that protect the reputation, integrity, and attribution of artists in relation to their
works, including the right to be identified as the author and to object to distortion or modification of the
work.

N

Non-Discrimination: The principle of treating individuals and groups fairly and equally without bias or
prejudice based on factors such as race, gender, religion, nationality, or disability, reflecting ethical and legal
obligations in art collection management.

@)

Ownership History: The documented chain of ownership or provenance of an artwork, detailing its
acquisition, transfers, and sales over time, often used to establish authenticity, value, and legal title.

P

Provenance Research: The investigation and documentation of an artwork's ownership history, including
past owners, locations, and transactions, to establish authenticity, legality, and cultural significance.

Privacy Rights: The legal rights that protect individuals' personal information and privacy, including data
protection laws, confidentiality agreements, and ethical guidelines related to collecting, storing, and sharing
information in art collection management.

Q

Quality Control: The process of ensuring the authenticity, condition, and value of artworks in a collection
through inspections, documentation, conservation, and risk management strategies to maintain standards
of excellence and integrity.

R

Repatriation: The return of cultural heritage, including artworks, artifacts, and human remains, to their places
of origin, often based on ethical, legal, and moral considerations related to colonialism, theft, and cultural
heritage preservation.

Restitution: The act of returning stolen or looted artworks to their rightful owners or heirs, often involving
legal claims, negotiations, and settlements to address historical injustices and cultural heritage losses.

S
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Stewardship: The ethical responsibility and care of artworks in a collection, including preservation, research,
documentation, and public engagement, to ensure their long-term sustainability and accessibility for future
generations.

T

Transparency: The practice of openly sharing information, processes, and decisions related to art collection
management, including acquisitions, loans, deaccessions, and ethical considerations, to promote
accountability and trust with stakeholders.

U

Unlawful Appropriation: The unauthorized taking, possession, or use of artworks, cultural property, or
intellectual property, often involving theft, forgery, fraud, or illegal trafficking, which violates legal and
ethical standards in art collection management.

Vv

Visual Arts Rights Act (VARA): A U.S. federal law that grants artists certain moral rights to protect the
integrity and attribution of their works, including the right to prevent destruction, distortion, or modification
of qualifying works.

W

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO): An international organization that promotes intellectual
property rights, including copyrights, patents, trademarks, and designs, to foster creativity, innovation, and
economic development in the global art market.

X

Xenophobia: Prejudice, discrimination, or hostility towards individuals or cultures perceived as foreign or
different, reflecting challenges related to diversity, inclusion, and cultural sensitivity in art collection
management.

Y

Young Collectors: Emerging art enthusiasts, investors, and buyers who are new to the art market, often
seeking guidance, education, and mentorship in art collection management to build and refine their
collections over time.

Z

Zoning Laws: Local regulations that govern land use, construction, and development, including restrictions
on building heights, setbacks, and uses, which may impact the location, design, and operation of art
institutions and collections.
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