
G LO S S A RY

Professional Certificate in Healthcare Intellectual Property Law

Patents in Healthcare

Patents in Healthcare

A patent is a legal right granted by a government to an inventor, giving them the exclusive right to make,
use, and sell their invention for a specified period of time. In the context of healthcare, patents play a crucial
role in protecting innovations in medical devices, pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, and other areas of
healthcare.

Patent - A patent is a legal document issued by a government that gives the inventor the exclusive right to
make, use, and sell their invention for a specified period of time.

Healthcare Intellectual Property - Intellectual property (IP) refers to creations of the mind, such as
inventions, literary and artistic works, designs, symbols, names, and images used in commerce. In the
healthcare sector, intellectual property includes patents, trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets related to
medical innovations.

Intellectual Property - Intellectual property refers to creations of the mind, such as inventions, literary and
artistic works, designs, symbols, names, and images used in commerce. It is protected by patents,
trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets.

Healthcare - Healthcare is the maintenance or improvement of health through the prevention, diagnosis,
and treatment of illness, injury, and other physical and mental impairments in human beings.

Pharmaceutical Patents - Pharmaceutical patents are patents granted for inventions related to
pharmaceutical products, including drugs, formulations, and methods of treatment.

Biotechnology Patents - Biotechnology patents are patents granted for inventions related to
biotechnological innovations, such as genetically engineered organisms, gene therapies, and
biopharmaceuticals.

Medical Device Patents - Medical device patents are patents granted for inventions related to medical
devices, such as diagnostic tools, surgical instruments, prosthetics, and imaging equipment.

Exclusive Rights - Exclusive rights refer to the rights granted to a patent holder to prevent others from
making, using, selling, or importing the patented invention without their permission.

Commercialization - Commercialization is the process of bringing a patented invention to market, including
manufacturing, marketing, distribution, and sales.

Infringement - Infringement occurs when someone uses, makes, sells, or imports a patented invention
without the permission of the patent holder, violating their exclusive rights.
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Generic Drugs - Generic drugs are pharmaceutical products that are bioequivalent to brand-name drugs
and are typically sold at a lower price after the patent on the original drug expires.

Compulsory Licensing - Compulsory licensing is a legal mechanism that allows a government to grant a
license to a third party to produce a patented invention without the consent of the patent holder, usually in
cases of public health emergencies or national security concerns.

Patent Pooling - Patent pooling is a collaborative arrangement in which multiple patent holders agree to
license their patents to each other or to a third party to facilitate the development of new products or
technologies.

Technology Transfer - Technology transfer is the process of transferring intellectual property rights,
including patents, from one entity to another for the purpose of commercialization or further development.

Intellectual Property Rights - Intellectual property rights refer to the legal rights that protect intellectual
property, including patents, trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets, from unauthorized use or
infringement.

Trade Secrets - Trade secrets are confidential information that provides a competitive advantage to a
business, such as formulas, processes, or customer lists, and are protected under intellectual property law.

Trademark - A trademark is a recognizable sign, design, or expression used to distinguish the products or
services of a particular source from those of others, and is protected under intellectual property law.

Copyright - Copyright is a legal right that grants the creator of an original work exclusive rights to its use
and distribution, such as books, music, films, and software, and is protected under intellectual property law.

Patentability - Patentability is the criteria that determine whether an invention is eligible for a patent,
including novelty, non-obviousness, usefulness, and patentable subject matter.

Novelty - Novelty is a requirement for patentability that means an invention must be new and not disclosed
to the public before the filing date of the patent application.

Non-Obviousness - Non-obviousness is a requirement for patentability that means an invention must not
be obvious to a person skilled in the relevant field at the time of invention.

Usefulness - Usefulness is a requirement for patentability that means an invention must have practical utility
and provide a specific and substantial benefit to society.

Patentable Subject Matter - Patentable subject matter refers to the types of inventions that are eligible for
patent protection, such as processes, machines, manufactures, and compositions of matter.

Patent Application - A patent application is a formal request submitted to a patent office to obtain a patent
for an invention, including a description of the invention, claims, and drawings.

Claims - Claims are the specific, detailed statements in a patent application that define the scope of
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protection granted by the patent, outlining the boundaries of the invention.

Examination - Examination is the process by which a patent office reviews a patent application to determine
whether the invention meets the requirements for patentability.

Grant - A grant is the formal decision by a patent office to issue a patent to an inventor after the patent
application has been examined and found to meet the requirements for patentability.

Duration - The duration of a patent is the period of time for which the patent is in force, typically 20 years
from the filing date of the patent application.

Renewal - Renewal is the process of paying maintenance fees to keep a patent in force beyond the initial
grant period, usually required on an annual basis.

Enforcement - Enforcement of a patent refers to the legal actions taken by a patent holder to prevent
infringement of their exclusive rights, such as cease and desist letters, lawsuits, or licensing agreements.

Licensing - Licensing is the process of granting permission to another party to use, make, sell, or import a
patented invention in exchange for royalties or other forms of compensation.

Technology Licensing - Technology licensing is the process of granting permission to another party to use
or commercialize a patented technology, often through a licensing agreement.

Exclusive Licensing - Exclusive licensing is a type of licensing agreement that grants one licensee the
exclusive right to use, make, or sell a patented invention in a specific market or territory.

Non-Exclusive Licensing - Non-exclusive licensing is a type of licensing agreement that allows multiple
licensees to use, make, or sell a patented invention without exclusivity.

Royalties - Royalties are payments made by a licensee to a licensor for the right to use, make, sell, or import
a patented invention, typically calculated as a percentage of sales or a fixed amount per unit sold.

Patent Portfolio - A patent portfolio is a collection of patents owned by an individual or company, usually
related to a specific technology area or industry.

Intellectual Property Strategy - An intellectual property strategy is a plan developed by a company to
manage its intellectual property assets, including patents, trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets, to
achieve business objectives.

Freedom to Operate - Freedom to operate is the ability of a company to commercialize a product or
technology without infringing the intellectual property rights of others, including patents.

Due Diligence - Due diligence is the process of investigating and evaluating the intellectual property assets
of a company, including patents, trademarks, and copyrights, before entering into a business transaction.

Intellectual Property Valuation - Intellectual property valuation is the process of estimating the economic
value of intellectual property assets, such as patents, trademarks, and copyrights, for licensing, sale, or

Read online: https://certificates.lsba.org.uk/glossaries/3156093/
patents-in-healthcare

London School of Business and Administration · 20 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

investment purposes.

Innovation - Innovation is the process of developing new ideas, products, or technologies that create value
for society, businesses, or individuals.

Research and Development - Research and development (R&D) is the process of investigating,
experimenting, and testing new ideas, products, or technologies to bring them to market.

Regulatory Approval - Regulatory approval is the process by which government agencies, such as the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA), assess and approve new drugs, medical devices, or treatments for safety
and efficacy before they can be marketed.

Health Technology Assessment - Health technology assessment (HTA) is the systematic evaluation of the
social, economic, organizational, and ethical issues related to the use of health technologies, such as drugs,
devices, procedures, or systems.

Market Exclusivity - Market exclusivity refers to the period during which a company has exclusive rights to
market a new drug or medical device before generic competitors can enter the market, typically granted by
regulatory agencies.

Orphan Drug Designation - Orphan drug designation is a status granted by regulatory agencies to drugs
intended to treat rare diseases, providing incentives, such as market exclusivity and tax credits, to
encourage their development.

Biologics License Application - A biologics license application (BLA) is a submission to the FDA requesting
approval to market a biologic product, such as vaccines, blood products, or gene therapies, after
demonstrating safety and efficacy.

Abbreviated New Drug Application - An abbreviated new drug application (ANDA) is a submission to the
FDA requesting approval to market a generic version of a brand-name drug after demonstrating
bioequivalence and meeting regulatory requirements.

Orphan Drug Exclusivity - Orphan drug exclusivity is a period of market exclusivity granted to the sponsor
of an orphan drug upon approval by regulatory agencies, preventing generic competitors from entering the
market for a specified period.

Patent Term Extension - A patent term extension is an extension of the patent term granted by regulatory
agencies to compensate for delays in obtaining regulatory approval for a drug or medical device, allowing
the patent holder additional time to market the product.

Regulatory Data Protection - Regulatory data protection is a form of market exclusivity granted by
regulatory agencies to the sponsor of a new drug or medical device based on the submission of confidential
data, preventing competitors from relying on this data for a specified period.

Compulsory Licensing for Public Health - Compulsory licensing for public health is a legal mechanism that
allows governments to authorize the production or importation of generic versions of patented drugs or
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medical devices to address public health needs, such as epidemics or emergencies.

Biopharmaceuticals - Biopharmaceuticals are drugs derived from biological sources, such as proteins,
antibodies, or nucleic acids, produced through biotechnological methods, and used for therapeutic
purposes.

Biobetters - Biobetters are improved versions of biopharmaceuticals designed to enhance efficacy, safety, or
patient compliance, often protected by patents to differentiate them from existing products.

Biogenerics - Biogenerics, also known as biosimilars, are generic versions of biopharmaceuticals that are
highly similar to the original product in terms of safety and efficacy, typically approved for use after the
patent on the original product expires.

Biobanks - Biobanks are repositories of biological samples, such as tissues, cells, or DNA, collected from
individuals for research purposes, often subject to intellectual property protection through patents or trade
secrets.

Personalized Medicine - Personalized medicine is an approach to healthcare that tailors medical treatment
to the individual characteristics of each patient, such as genetic makeup, lifestyle, and environment, often
relying on patented diagnostic tests and targeted therapies.

Gene Therapy - Gene therapy is a medical treatment that involves introducing genetic material into a
patient's cells to correct genetic defects or modify biological processes, often protected by patents to cover
the innovative technologies and methods used.

Cell Therapy - Cell therapy is a form of regenerative medicine that involves the transplantation of cells or
tissues to restore or replace damaged or diseased tissues, often protected by patents related to the cell-
based technologies and therapies.

Tissue Engineering - Tissue engineering is a multidisciplinary field that combines biology, engineering, and
materials science to create artificial tissues and organs for transplantation or regenerative medicine, often
protected by patents covering the novel technologies and methods used.

Regenerative Medicine - Regenerative medicine is a branch of healthcare that aims to restore or replace
damaged tissues or organs through the use of stem cells, tissue engineering, gene therapy, and other
innovative technologies, often relying on patents to protect the intellectual property.

Nanomedicine - Nanomedicine is the application of nanotechnology to the diagnosis, treatment, and
prevention of disease at the molecular and cellular level, often protected by patents covering the nanoscale
materials, devices, and therapies used.

Telemedicine - Telemedicine is the use of telecommunications technology to provide healthcare services
remotely, such as consultations, monitoring, and diagnosis, often relying on patents related to the
telecommunication systems, software, and medical devices used.

Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare - Artificial intelligence (AI) in healthcare refers to the use of AI
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technologies, such as machine learning, natural language processing, and robotics, to improve diagnosis,
treatment, and patient care, often protected by patents covering the AI algorithms, devices, and
applications used.

Blockchain in Healthcare - Blockchain in healthcare refers to the use of blockchain technology to securely
store and share electronic health records, manage supply chains, and enable secure transactions, often
protected by patents covering the blockchain platforms, protocols, and applications used.

Internet of Things (IoT) in Healthcare - Internet of Things (IoT) in healthcare refers to the use of
interconnected devices, sensors, and wearables to monitor patients, collect data, and improve healthcare
delivery, often protected by patents covering the IoT devices, networks, and applications used.

Challenges in Patenting Healthcare Innovations - Patenting healthcare innovations poses several challenges,
including the complexity of biotechnological inventions, the high cost of research and development, the
lengthy regulatory approval process, and the need to balance innovation with access to healthcare.

Biopiracy - Biopiracy refers to the unauthorized appropriation of traditional knowledge, genetic resources,
or biological materials from indigenous communities or developing countries by researchers, companies, or
governments, often resulting in the exploitation of their intellectual property without fair compensation.

Patent Trolls - Patent trolls, also known as non-practicing entities (NPEs), are individuals or companies that
acquire patents for the primary purpose of licensing them to or suing other companies for alleged
infringement, rather than producing or commercializing the patented inventions.

Patent Thickets - Patent thickets refer to a dense web of overlapping patents that cover a particular
technology or product, making it difficult for companies to navigate the intellectual property landscape,
negotiate licenses, or bring new products to market without infringing multiple patents.

Patent Wars - Patent wars refer to legal battles between companies or competitors over intellectual
property rights, often involving multiple lawsuits, countersuits, and cross-licensing agreements to resolve
disputes related to patents, trademarks, or copyrights.

Patent Pools - Patent pools are collaborative agreements between patent holders to license their patents to
a common pool managed by a third party, enabling companies to access a portfolio of patents related to a
specific technology or industry, reduce licensing costs, and facilitate innovation.

Patent Licensing Platforms - Patent licensing platforms are online marketplaces or platforms that connect
patent holders with potential licensees, enabling companies to monetize their intellectual property, find
licensing opportunities, and acquire patents for their innovation projects.

Patent Aggregators - Patent aggregators are companies or entities that acquire patents from multiple
sources, including inventors, universities, or bankrupt companies, to create a portfolio of intellectual
property assets for licensing, litigation, or commercialization.

Patent Quality - Patent quality refers to the validity, scope, and enforceability of a patent, including the
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clarity of the claims, the novelty of the invention, the non-obviousness of the technology, and the
sufficiency of the disclosure, which can impact the value and strength of the patent.

Patent Examination Guidelines - Patent examination guidelines are rules, procedures, and criteria used by
patent offices to assess the patentability of an invention, including the novelty, non-obviousness, and
usefulness of the technology, as well as the disclosure requirements and formalities for filing a patent
application.

Patent Prosecution - Patent prosecution is the process of interacting with a patent office to obtain a patent
for an invention, including filing a patent application, responding to office actions, conducting interviews
with examiners, and addressing any objections or rejections raised during examination.

Patent Litigation - Patent litigation is a legal dispute between parties over the validity, infringement, or
enforcement of a patent, often involving lawsuits, trials, appeals, and settlements to resolve conflicts related
to intellectual property rights.

Patent Portfolio Management - Patent portfolio management is the strategic process of identifying,
evaluating, and optimizing a company's intellectual property assets, including patents, trademarks,
copyrights, and trade secrets, to align with business goals, mitigate risks, and enhance competitiveness.

Patent Search - A patent search is a comprehensive review of existing patents, patent applications, and
technical literature to determine the novelty, patentability, and freedom to operate of an invention before
filing a patent application or launching a new product.

Patent Mapping - Patent mapping is the process of visualizing, analyzing, and interpreting patent data to
identify trends, patterns, and relationships between patents, technologies, companies, and markets,
enabling companies to make informed decisions about innovation, competition, and investment.

Patent Watch - Patent watch is the monitoring of patent publications, applications, grants, and trends in a
specific technology area or industry to track competitors, identify potential infringers, and stay informed
about new developments in intellectual property that may impact business strategies.

Patent Citation Analysis - Patent citation analysis is the study of citations made by patents to prior art, such
as earlier patents, scientific papers, or technical documents, to assess the impact, relevance, and technology
transfer of inventions, as well as the influence of key inventors, companies, or research institutions.

Patent Licensing Strategy - A patent licensing strategy is a plan developed by a company to monetize its
intellectual property assets through
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