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Certified Professional Course in Writing Skills in Medical English

Grammar and Punctuation in Medical Writing

Grammar and Punctuation in Medical Writing

Grammar

Grammar refers to the set of rules that govern the structure of sentences in a language. In medical writing,
proper grammar is essential for conveying information clearly and accurately. This includes using correct
tenses, subject-verb agreement, and word order.

Related Terms:

- Syntax

- Parts of Speech

- Sentence Structure

Example:
Incorrect: The patient have a fever.
Correct: The patient has a fever.

Punctuation

Punctuation refers to the marks used in writing to separate sentences and clarify meaning. In medical
writing, using punctuation correctly is crucial for ensuring that the text is easy to read and understand. This
includes using commas, periods, semicolons, and dashes appropriately.

Related Terms:

- Comma Splice

- Apostrophe Use
- Quotation Marks

Example:
Incorrect: The patient's condition is critical, it requires immediate attention.
Correct: The patient's condition is critical; it requires immediate attention.

Acronym

An acronym is a word formed from the initial letters of a phrase or series of words. In medical writing,
acronyms are commonly used to abbreviate long terms for ease of reference. It is important to define
acronyms when first used in a text to ensure clarity for the reader.

Related Terms:

- Abbreviation

- Initialism

- Acronym Expansion
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Example:
HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus)

Active Voice

Active voice is a grammatical construction in which the subject of a sentence performs the action expressed
by the verb. In medical writing, using active voice can make sentences more clear, direct, and engaging for
the reader.

Related Terms:

- Passive Voice

- Subject-Verb Agreement
- Clarity

Example:
Active Voice: The surgeon performed the operation.
Passive Voice: The operation was performed by the surgeon.

Adjective
An adjective is a word that describes or modifies a noun or pronoun. In medical writing, adjectives are used
to provide additional information about a patient's condition, symptoms, or treatment.

Related Terms:

- Adverb

- Descriptive Language

- Comparative Adjectives

Example:
The patient has a severe headache.

Adverb
An adverb is a word that modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb. In medical writing, adverbs are used
to provide more information about the action, manner, or frequency of an event.

Related Terms:
- Adjective

- Word Order
- Intensifiers

Example:
The patient responded quickly to the treatment.

Capitalization

Capitalization refers to the use of capital letters at the beginning of a sentence or for proper nouns. In
medical writing, specific guidelines exist for when to capitalize terms such as disease names, drug names,
and medical abbreviations.
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Related Terms:
- Proper Nouns
- Title Case

- Initial Capitals

Example:
Incorrect: the patient was diagnosed with cancer.
Correct: The patient was diagnosed with cancer.

Colon
A colon is a punctuation mark used to introduce a list, explanation, or quotation. In medical writing, colons
are commonly used to separate the components of a sentence or highlight important information.

Related Terms:

- Semicolon

- Independent Clause
- List

Example:
The patient presented with the following symptoms: fever, cough, and fatigue.

Comma
A comma is a punctuation mark used to separate elements in a sentence and clarify meaning. In medical
writing, commas are used to indicate pauses, separate items in a list, and set off nonessential information.

Related Terms:

- Serial Comma
- Oxford Comma
- Comma Splice

Example:
The patient's blood pressure, heart rate, and oxygen saturation were monitored.

Conjunction
A conjunction is a word used to connect words, phrases, or clauses in a sentence. In medical writing,
but," and "or" are used to join related ideas and create cohesive text.

conjunctions such as "and,

Related Terms:

- Coordinating Conjunction
- Subordinating Conjunction
- Correlative Conjunction

Example:
The patient presented with fever and cough.
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Dangling Modifier

A dangling modifier is a phrase or clause that is not clearly or logically related to the word it modifies. In
medical writing, dangling modifiers can lead to confusion or ambiguity and should be corrected to ensure
clarity.

Related Terms:

- Misplaced Modifier
- Sentence Clarity

- Grammar Error

Example:
Incorrect: Taking the medication, the symptoms improved.
Correct: Taking the medication, the patient's symptoms improved.

Dash

A dash is a punctuation mark used to set off a word or phrase for emphasis or to indicate a sudden change
in thought. In medical writing, dashes can be used to highlight important information or set off additional
details.

Related Terms:
- Em Dash
- En Dash
- Parentheses

Example:
The patient—diagnosed with pneumonia—was admitted to the hospital.

Ellipsis

An ellipsis is a set of three dots (...) used to indicate the omission of words in a quotation or a pause in
speech. In medical writing, ellipses can be used to show where text has been omitted or to create suspense
or emphasis.

Related Terms:
- Quotation

- Punctuation
- Pause

Example:
"The patient presented with...symptoms of dehydration."

Hyphen
A hyphen is a punctuation mark used to join words or parts of words. In medical writing, hyphens are used
to create compound words, clarify meaning, or indicate a range of values.

Related Terms:
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- Compound Word
- Prefix
- Suffix

Example:
The patient was given a high-dose medication.

Interjection
An interjection is a word or phrase used to express emotion or surprise. In medical writing, interjections are
rarely used but may appear in quotes or patient narratives to convey a specific tone or feeling.

Related Terms:
- Emotion

- Exclamation
- Speech Act

Example:
"Ouch! That injection hurt."

Italics

Italics are a typeface that slants to the right and is used for emphasis or to indicate titles of works. In
medical writing, italics are commonly used for scientific names, foreign words, and to highlight key terms or
concepts.

Related Terms:
- Bold

- Underline

- Emphasis

Example:
The patient was diagnosed with Escherichia coli infection.

Modifier

A modifier is a word or phrase that provides additional information about another word in a sentence. In
medical writing, modifiers are used to describe the characteristics of a patient's condition, treatment, or
outcome.

Related Terms:

- Adjective

- Adverb

- Misplaced Modifier

Example:
The patient with a history of heart disease presented with chest pain.
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Noun
A noun is a word that names a person, place, thing, or idea. In medical writing, nouns are used to describe
patients, diseases, treatments, and medical concepts.

Related Terms:
- Pronoun

- Subject

- Object

Example:
The doctor prescribed medication for the patient.

Parentheses

Parentheses are punctuation marks used to set off additional information in a sentence. In medical writing,
parentheses are used to enclose explanations, clarifications, or references that are not essential to the main
text.

Related Terms:

- Brackets

- Parenthetical Citation
- Insertion

Example:
The patient (age 45) was referred to a specialist.

Period
A period is a punctuation mark used to indicate the end of a sentence. In medical writing, periods are used
to separate sentences and clarify the structure of the text.

Related Terms:

- Full Stop

- Sentence Structure
- Abbreviation

Example:
The patient's condition improved after treatment.

Phrase
A phrase is a group of words that functions as a single unit in a sentence. In medical writing, phrases are
used to convey information about patients, symptoms, treatments, and outcomes.

Related Terms:

- Clause

- Prepositional Phrase
- Verb Phrase
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Example:
The patient with a history of diabetes presented with fatigue.

Preposition

A preposition is a word that shows the relationship between a noun or pronoun and other words in a
sentence. In medical writing, prepositions are used to describe the location, direction, or time of medical
events.

Related Terms:

- Object of the Preposition
- Prepositional Phrase

- Adverbial Phrase

Example:
The doctor prescribed medication for the patient with hypertension.

Proper Noun
A proper noun is the name of a specific person, place, or thing and is capitalized. In medical writing, proper
nouns are used to refer to hospitals, clinics, diseases, medications, and other specific entities.

Related Terms:

- Common Noun
- Capitalization

- Title Case

Example:
The patient was admitted to Johns Hopkins Hospital.

Pronoun
A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun in a sentence. In medical writing, pronouns are used to
avoid repetition and provide clarity in referring to patients, healthcare providers, and medical concepts.

Related Terms:

- Antecedent

- Personal Pronoun
- Subject Pronoun

Example:
She presented with symptoms of a respiratory infection.

Quotation Marks

Quotation marks are punctuation marks used to indicate direct speech, titles of works, or to highlight
specific words or phrases. In medical writing, quotation marks are used to enclose dialogue, quotes from
literature, and to indicate irony or skepticism.
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Related Terms:

- Direct Quotation

- Indirect Quotation
- Nested Quotation

Example:
The doctor said, "Take this medication twice a day."

Semicolon

A semicolon is a punctuation mark used to separate independent clauses or items in a series. In medical
writing, semicolons are used to connect related ideas, clarify relationships between clauses, or separate
items in a list.

Related Terms:

- Independent Clause
- Colon

- Comma

Example:
The patient is stable; however, further tests are needed.

Sentence

A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete thought and contains a subject and a predicate.
In medical writing, sentences are used to convey information about patients, treatments, outcomes, and
medical research.

Related Terms:

- Fragment

- Run-On Sentence

- Subject-Verb Agreement

Example:
The patient was discharged from the hospital.

Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement is the grammatical rule that states that a singular subject requires a singular verb,
and a plural subject requires a plural verb. In medical writing, subject-verb agreement is important for clarity
and accuracy in conveying information.

Related Terms:
- Singular

- Plural

- Verb Tense

Example:
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Incorrect: The patient have symptoms of a cold.
Correct: The patient has symptoms of a cold.

Verb
A verb is a word that expresses an action, occurrence, or state of being. In medical writing, verbs are used to
describe treatments, outcomes, symptoms, and patient conditions.

Related Terms:

- Transitive Verb

- Intransitive Verb
- Verb Tense

Example:
The doctor prescribed medication for the patient.

Word Order
Word order refers to the sequence in which words are placed in a sentence. In medical writing, word order
is important for conveying information clearly and logically to the reader.

Related Terms:

- Subject-Verb Agreement
- Modifier Placement

- Adjective Order

Example:
Incorrect: The patient symptoms presented with fever.
Correct: The patient presented with symptoms of fever.

Challenge

One of the challenges in medical writing is maintaining a balance between technical accuracy and
readability. Medical writers must convey complex information in a clear and accessible way for both
healthcare professionals and patients.

Example:
Balancing the need for precise terminology with the need for clarity can be a challenge in medical writing.

Practical Application

In medical writing, it is important to use grammatical rules and punctuation effectively to ensure that
information is communicated accurately and professionally. Writers should also pay attention to formatting,
style, and tone to engage readers and convey information effectively.

Example:
By following guidelines for grammar and punctuation, medical writers can create clear and informative texts
for a variety of audiences.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding and applying the principles of grammar and punctuation are essential skills for

medical writers. By using proper grammar, punctuation, and syntax, writers can convey information clearly,
accurately, and professionally in medical writing.
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