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International Cooperation in Disaster Management

**Acceptance**: The act of receiving and agreeing to take responsibility for incoming assistance or
resources during disaster response.

**Capacity Building**: The process of improving and developing skills, knowledge, systems, and institutions
to effectively manage and respond to disasters. It includes training, education, and infrastructure
development.

**Challenges in International Cooperation**: Obstacles that hinder effective collaboration in disaster
management, such as political differences, communication breakdowns, insufficient resources, and lack of
standardized procedures.

**Complex Emergency**: A crisis situation characterized by a confluence of political conflict, social
instability, and natural or human-made disasters, leading to severe human suffering and displacement.

**Comprehensive Approach**: A holistic strategy encompassing all phases of disaster management,
including preparedness, response, recovery, and rehabilitation, with a focus on reducing risk and
vulnerability.

**Consortium**: A collaborative partnership between multiple organizations, governments, or institutions
working together to address shared disaster management goals and objectives.

**Coordination**: The process of aligning efforts, resources, and strategies among various stakeholders to
ensure a coherent and effective disaster management response.

**Disaster**: A serious disruption of the functioning of a community or a society causing widespread
human, material, economic, or environmental losses, which exceed the ability of the affected community or
society to cope using its own resources.

**Disaster Diplomacy**: The use of disaster-related events and assistance to foster diplomatic relationships,
build trust, and promote international cooperation.

**Disaster Law**: A legal framework governing disaster management, including prevention, mitigation,
preparedness, response, and recovery.

**Disaster Risk Management (DRM)**: The systematic process of using administrative directives,
organizations, and operational skills and capacities to implement strategies, policies, and improved coping
capacities in order to lessen adverse impacts of hazards and the possibility of disaster.

**Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)**: The concept and practice of reducing disaster risks through systematic
efforts to analyze and manage the causal factors of disasters, including hazards, vulnerability, and capacities.
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**Early Warning Systems**: Mechanisms and procedures designed to detect, predict, and disseminate timely
and effective information on potential hazards, allowing communities to prepare for and respond to
disasters.

**Emergency Humanitarian Aid**: The provision of life-saving assistance and support to populations
affected by disasters, including food, shelter, medical care, and protection.

**Environmental Degradation**: The depletion, deterioration, or destruction of natural resources and
ecosystems, which can increase disaster risks and vulnerabilities.

**Frameworks for International Cooperation**: Agreements, guidelines, and standards that facilitate
collaboration and coordination in disaster management, such as the Hyogo Framework for Action and the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.

**Good Governance**: An effective and accountable system of public administration, based on the
principles of transparency, rule of law, participation, and responsiveness.

**Hazard**: A dangerous phenomenon, substance, human activity, or condition that has the potential to
cause harm to people, property, or the environment.

**Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA)**: A 10-year plan adopted in 2005 by the United Nations member
states to reduce disaster losses, which was succeeded by the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
in 2015.

**International Humanitarian Law (IHL)**: A set of rules governing the conduct of armed conflicts, which
aims to protect civilians, prisoners of war, and wounded combatants.

**International Organization for Migration (IOM)**: An intergovernmental organization that provides
humanitarian assistance and promotes international cooperation on migration-related issues.

**Legal Frameworks for International Cooperation**: National, regional, and international laws, treaties, and
agreements that facilitate collaboration and coordination in disaster management.

**Local Capacities**: The resources, skills, and knowledge available at the local level for disaster
management, including community networks, traditional knowledge, and local institutions.

**Multilateral Aid**: Disaster assistance provided by multiple countries or organizations, often coordinated
by international organizations.

**Operational Coordination**: The practical coordination of disaster response efforts, including the
deployment of personnel, equipment, and resources.

**Preparedness**: The process of planning, organizing, training, and equipping to effectively respond to and
manage disasters.

**Prevention**: The actions taken to avoid or minimize the negative consequences of hazards, including the
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implementation of policies, regulations, and practices that reduce risk and vulnerability.

**Recovery**: The process of restoring and rebuilding communities and infrastructure after a disaster, with
the aim of returning to normal or improved conditions.

**Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement**: An international humanitarian organization that provides
disaster assistance and promotes disaster risk reduction, composed of the International Committee of the
Red Cross, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and national Red Cross and
Red Crescent societies.

**Rehabilitation**: The process of restoring basic services, livelihoods, and social functioning after a disaster,
often as a precursor to recovery.

**Resilience**: The ability of communities, societies, and systems to anticipate, prepare for, respond to, and
recover from disruptive events, including disasters.

**Risk Assessment**: The process of identifying, analyzing, and evaluating the risks associated with hazards,
vulnerabilities, and capacities.

**Risk Management**: The systematic process of identifying, assessing, and prioritizing risks, followed by
coordinated and economical application of resources to minimize, monitor, and control the probability or
impact of unfortunate events.

**Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR)**: A 15-year non-binding agreement adopted in
2015 by the United Nations member states, which aims to reduce disaster losses globally.

**Solidarity**: The principle of shared responsibility, mutual support, and collective action in disaster
management, which underpins international cooperation.

**Sphere Project**: A humanitarian initiative that promotes standards and guidelines for quality and
accountability in disaster response.

**Stakeholders**: Individuals, organizations, or governments with an interest or involvement in disaster
management, including governments, civil society, private sector, and international organizations.

**Sustainable Development**: The development that meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

**United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR)**: A United Nations agency responsible for
coordinating disaster risk reduction efforts globally.

**Vulnerability**: The susceptibility of a community or system to the negative impacts of hazards, often due
to social, economic, environmental, or political factors.

**Whole-of-Society Approach**: An inclusive and participatory strategy that engages all sectors of society in
disaster management, including government, civil society, private sector, and communities.
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**World Health Organization (WHO)**: A specialized agency of the United Nations responsible for
international public health, including disaster response and preparedness.
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