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Advanced Certificate in Handwriting Without Tears Methodology

Unit 10: Best Practices for Handwriting Instruction in
a Virtual Environment

**Alphabet Activities:** In the context of handwriting instruction, alphabet activities refer to exercises that
help students learn and practice the letters of the alphabet. These activities can include tracing letters,
identifying letters in different fonts, and writing letters from memory. Alphabet activities can be done using
pen and paper, whiteboards, or digital tools.

**Asynchronous Instruction:** Asynchronous instruction is a type of teaching where the instructor and the
student are not interacting in real-time. In a virtual handwriting instruction setting, asynchronous instruction
can involve providing pre-recorded videos or written instructions for students to follow at their own pace.
This type of instruction allows for flexibility in scheduling and can be beneficial for students who need extra
time to practice handwriting skills.

**Digital Handwriting Tools:** Digital handwriting tools refer to software and apps that allow students to
practice handwriting on digital devices. These tools often include features such as tracing guides, letter
formation tutorials, and handwriting games. Examples of digital handwriting tools include Letter School and
Handwriting Without Tears Digital.

**Differentiated Instruction:** Differentiated instruction is a teaching approach that involves tailoring
instruction to meet the individual needs and learning styles of students. In a virtual handwriting instruction
setting, differentiated instruction can involve providing multiple modalities for learning, such as videos,
written instructions, and hands-on activities. Differentiated instruction can also involve adjusting the pacing
and complexity of handwriting lessons based on students' skill levels.

**Direct Instruction:** Direct instruction is a teaching approach that involves explicitly teaching handwriting
skills through demonstration and practice. In a virtual handwriting instruction setting, direct instruction can
involve providing video demonstrations of letter formation, followed by guided practice activities. Direct
instruction is often used in conjunction with other teaching approaches, such as differentiated instruction
and formative assessment.

**Formative Assessment:** Formative assessment is a type of assessment that is used to monitor student
progress and adjust instruction accordingly. In a virtual handwriting instruction setting, formative
assessment can involve observing students' handwriting samples, providing feedback, and adjusting lessons
based on students' needs. Examples of formative assessment tools for handwriting instruction include
checklists, rubrics, and self-assessment surveys.

**Handwriting Analysis:** Handwriting analysis is the study of handwriting to determine personality traits,
cognitive skills, and other characteristics. In a virtual handwriting instruction setting, handwriting analysis
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can be used as a tool for understanding students' strengths and weaknesses in handwriting skills.
Handwriting analysis can also be used to identify students who may need additional support or
accommodations for handwriting tasks.

**Handwriting Games:** Handwriting games are interactive activities that are designed to make handwriting
practice fun and engaging. In a virtual handwriting instruction setting, handwriting games can be used as a
supplement to traditional handwriting instruction. Examples of handwriting games include letter tracing
apps, digital worksheets, and online handwriting challenges.

**Handwriting Instruction:** Handwriting instruction is the teaching of handwriting skills, including letter
formation, spacing, and legibility. In a virtual handwriting instruction setting, handwriting instruction can
involve a combination of direct instruction, differentiated instruction, and formative assessment.
Handwriting instruction can be delivered through digital tools, such as videos and online worksheets, or
through traditional methods, such as pen and paper.

**Handwriting Readiness:** Handwriting readiness refers to the developmental skills that are necessary for
successful handwriting, such as fine motor skills, visual-spatial skills, and language skills. In a virtual
handwriting instruction setting, handwriting readiness can be assessed through observational checklists and
developmental screening tools. Handwriting readiness activities can include pre-writing exercises, such as
dot-to-dot activities and mazes.

**High-Leverage Practices:** High-leverage practices are teaching strategies that have been shown to have
a significant impact on student learning. In a virtual handwriting instruction setting, high-leverage practices
can include direct instruction, formative assessment, and differentiated instruction. High-leverage practices
are often research-based and are designed to be efficient and effective in improving student outcomes.

**Letter Formation:** Letter formation refers to the way letters are formed, including the stroke order, size,
and orientation. In a virtual handwriting instruction setting, letter formation can be taught through video
demonstrations, tracing guides, and practice worksheets. Proper letter formation is important for legibility
and automaticity in handwriting.

**Legibility:** Legibility refers to the quality of handwriting that makes it easy to read. In a virtual
handwriting instruction setting, legibility can be improved through explicit instruction in letter formation,
spacing, and size. Legibility is important for effective communication and can impact students' academic
performance.

**Motor Memory:** Motor memory refers to the ability to perform a motor skill, such as handwriting,
without conscious thought. In a virtual handwriting instruction setting, motor memory can be developed
through repeated practice and feedback. Building motor memory is important for automaticity in
handwriting, which can free up cognitive resources for other tasks.

**Online Learning Platforms:** Online learning platforms are digital tools that are used to deliver virtual
handwriting instruction. These platforms can include features such as video lessons, practice worksheets,
and formative assessments. Examples of online learning platforms for handwriting instruction include
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Handwriting Without Tears Digital, ABCmouse, and Khan Academy Kids.

**Pacing:** Pacing refers to the speed at which handwriting lessons are delivered. In a virtual handwriting
instruction setting, pacing can be adjusted based on students' skill levels and needs. Pacing is important for
maintaining student engagement and preventing frustration.

**Self-Assessment:** Self-assessment is the process of students evaluating their own handwriting skills. In a
virtual handwriting instruction setting, self-assessment can involve using rubrics or checklists to evaluate
letter formation, spacing, and legibility. Self-assessment can help students develop self-awareness and self-
regulation skills.

**Sensory Integration:** Sensory integration refers to the way the brain processes sensory information from
the body and the environment. In a virtual handwriting instruction setting, sensory integration can be
addressed through activities that promote fine motor skills, visual-spatial skills, and body awareness.
Sensory integration is important for handwriting readiness and can impact students' ability to perform
handwriting tasks.

**Spacing:** Spacing refers to the distance between letters and words in handwriting. In a virtual
handwriting instruction setting, spacing can be taught through explicit instruction and practice activities.
Proper spacing is important for legibility and automaticity in handwriting.

**Stroke Order:** Stroke order refers to the sequence of lines and curves used to form letters. In a virtual
handwriting instruction setting, stroke order can be taught through video demonstrations and tracing
guides. Proper stroke order is important for legibility and automaticity in handwriting.

**Visual-Spatial Skills:** Visual-spatial skills refer to the ability to perceive and manipulate visual information
in space. In a virtual handwriting instruction setting, visual-spatial skills can be addressed through activities
that promote visual discrimination, visual memory, and visual-motor integration. Visual-spatial skills are
important for handwriting readiness and can impact students' ability to perform handwriting tasks.

**Writing Readiness:** Writing readiness refers to the developmental skills that are necessary for successful
writing, such as fine motor skills, language skills, and visual-spatial skills. In a virtual handwriting instruction
setting, writing readiness can be assessed through observational checklists and developmental screening
tools. Writing readiness activities can include pre-writing exercises, such as tracing letters and drawing
shapes.

**Writing Rubrics:** Writing rubrics are tools used to evaluate handwriting skills based on specific criteria. In
a virtual handwriting instruction setting, writing rubrics can be used to provide feedback to students and to
track progress over time. Writing rubrics can include criteria such as letter formation, spacing, and legibility.

**Zoom Instruction:** Zoom instruction is a type of virtual handwriting instruction that involves live video
conferencing with students. In a Zoom handwriting instruction setting, instructors can provide direct
instruction, model handwriting skills, and provide feedback to students in real-time. Zoom instruction can
also involve the use of digital handwriting tools and interactive activities.
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