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Professional Certificate in Assessing Students with Dysgraphia

Implementing Effective Instructional Strategies

Accommodations

Related terms: Modifications, Differentiation, Individualized Education Program (IEP)

Explanation: Adjustments to the learning environment, materials, or expectations that enable students with
dysgraphia to access the curriculum without altering the instructional intent.

Example: Providing a student with a graphic organizer that reduces the amount of writing required for a
research project.

Practical application: Teachers can allow the use of a laptop for note-taking during lectures, thereby
minimizing the physical strain of handwriting.

Challenges: Selecting accommodations that truly address the student's specific deficits while maintaining
academic rigor; ensuring accommodations are consistently applied across settings.

Assistive Technology

Related terms: Speech-to-text software, Keyboarding, Digital pens

Explanation: Electronic tools that support or replace manual writing tasks, improving efficiency and legibility
for students with dysgraphia.

Example: Using a tablet with a stylus that converts handwritten strokes into typed text.

Practical application: Incorporating voice-recording apps for students to capture ideas before transcribing
them, thereby preserving fluency of thought.

Challenges: Funding constraints, training requirements for both instructors and students, and ensuring
technology does not become a distraction.

Baseline Assessment

Related terms: Diagnostic evaluation, Data collection, Progress monitoring

Explanation: The initial measurement of a student’s writing abilities used to inform instruction and set
realistic goals.

Example: Administering a timed copy-task to gauge letter formation speed and accuracy.

Practical application: Results guide the selection of targeted interventions such as explicit letter-formation
drills.

Challenges: Establishing reliable, dysgraphia-specific benchmarks; avoiding test anxiety that may skew
results.

Chunking

Related terms: Scaffolding, Information processing, Cognitive load

Explanation: Breaking complex writing tasks into smaller, manageable components to reduce overwhelm.
Example: Dividing an essay into separate steps: brainstorming, outlining, drafting, and revising.

Practical application: Teachers provide a checklist for each chunk, allowing students to focus on one aspect
at a time.

Challenges: Ensuring students do not become overly dependent on external structures and can eventually
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integrate chunks into fluid writing.

Cognitive Load Theory

Related terms: Working memory, Intrinsic load, Extraneous load

Explanation: A framework describing how the capacity of working memory impacts learning; high cognitive
load can exacerbate dysgraphia symptoms.

Example: Presenting a multi-step handwriting task without visual aids overloads the learner’s processing
resources.

Practical application: Simplify instructions, use visual cues, and limit simultaneous demands during writing
activities.

Challenges: Balancing the need for authentic writing experiences with the cognitive limitations of learners.

Co-Teaching

Related terms: Collaborative instruction, Inclusion model, Shared responsibility

Explanation: Two educators (often a generalist and a special educator) jointly deliver instruction, allowing for
real-time support of students with dysgraphia.

Example: The special educator models letter formation while the generalist leads a reading lesson.

Practical application: Co-teachers can alternate roles to provide focused assistance during writing
workshops.

Challenges: Scheduling conflicts, differing instructional philosophies, and ensuring both teachers are equally
competent in dysgraphia strategies.

Explicit Instruction

Related terms: Direct teaching, Modeling, Guided practice

Explanation: A systematic approach where concepts are clearly defined, demonstrated, and practiced with
immediate feedback.

Example: Teaching the correct formation of the lowercase “g” through step-by-step modeling.

Practical application: Teachers use a “l do, we do, you do” sequence for each handwriting component.
Challenges: Maintaining student engagement during repetitive drills; adapting explicit instruction to varied
skill levels.

Formative Feedback

Related terms: Ongoing assessment, Feed-forward, Student reflection

Explanation: Timely, specific information that helps learners adjust their writing processes before final
evaluation.

Example: Highlighting where a student’s sentence structure is unclear and suggesting a revision strategy.
Practical application: Using digital comment tools that allow teachers to annotate student drafts directly.
Challenges: Providing feedback that is both constructive and encouraging without overwhelming the
student.

Graphic Organizer
Related terms: Visual scaffold, Pre-writing tool, Mind map
Explanation: A visual framework that helps students organize ideas and plan written work, reducing the
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cognitive burden of simultaneous generation and transcription.

Example: A “cause-and-effect” chart for a science report.

Practical application: Students fill in boxes before drafting, allowing them to focus on legibility during the
writing phase.

Challenges: Over-reliance may limit creativity; teachers must teach students to transition from graphic
organizers to free-form writing.

Handwriting Without Tears (HWT)

Related terms: Multisensory approach, Fine motor development, Script instruction

Explanation: A research-based curriculum that emphasizes proper pencil grip, letter formation, and motor
planning.

Example: Using sand trays for tactile letter tracing.

Practical application: Integrating HWT lessons into daily language arts blocks for consistent practice.
Challenges: Aligning HWT pacing with broader curriculum demands; ensuring materials are accessible for all
learners.

Handwriting Assessment

Related terms: Rubric, Scoring criteria, Diagnostic tool

Explanation: Structured evaluation of legibility, speed, and letter formation to identify dysgraphia severity.
Example: The Evaluation Tool for Children’s Handwriting (ETCH) administered in a quiet setting.

Practical application: Data from the assessment informs individualized goal setting within the IEP.
Challenges: Maintaining inter-rater reliability; accommodating cultural variations in script.

Individualized Education Program (IEP)

Related terms: Section 504 Plan, Legal mandate, Goal setting

Explanation: A legally binding document that outlines specialized instruction, accommodations, and
measurable goals for students with disabilities, including dysgraphia.

Example: An IEP goal stating a student will improve legible writing speed from 20 to 35 words per minute.
Practical application: Teachers collaborate with parents, specialists, and administrators to develop and
monitor progress.

Challenges: Ensuring goals are both ambitious and attainable; aligning IEP objectives with state standards.

Instructional Scaffolding

Related terms: Zone of Proximal Development, Supportive structures, Fading

Explanation: Temporary supports that enable learners to perform tasks beyond their independent capability,
gradually removed as competence grows.

Example: Providing a partially completed sentence starter for a paragraph.

Practical application: Teachers adjust the level of scaffolding based on real-time observations of student
performance.

Challenges: Determining the optimal point at which to withdraw support without causing regression.

Keyboarding Skills
Related terms: Touch typing, Ergonomic setup, Digital literacy
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Explanation: Proficiency in typing that can serve as an alternative to handwritten output for students with
dysgraphia.

Example: Teaching home-row finger placement through interactive typing games.

Practical application: Incorporating keyboarding drills into daily language arts activities.

Challenges: Balancing keyboard instruction with the development of legible handwriting for tasks that still
require manual writing.

Motor Planning

Related terms: Praxis, Fine motor coordination, Neuromotor sequencing

Explanation: The neurological process that translates a thought into a coordinated physical movement,
essential for forming letters.

Example: Practicing the "air-write” technique to reinforce the motor pattern before using a pencil.
Practical application: Using multi-sensory cues (visual, auditory, kinesthetic) to strengthen motor plans.
Challenges: Students with dyspraxia may require additional repetitions, extending instructional time.

Multisensory Instruction

Related terms: Visual-auditory-tactile, Dual coding, Sensory integration

Explanation: Teaching methods that engage multiple senses simultaneously to reinforce learning pathways.
Example: Tracing letters on sand while saying the letter name aloud.

Practical application: Combining colored overlays, textured surfaces, and verbal prompts during handwriting
practice.

Challenges: Over-stimulating some learners; teachers must calibrate sensory input to each student’s
tolerance.

Peer Tutoring

Related terms: Collaborative learning, Reciprocal teaching, Peer feedback

Explanation: Structured pairing of students where a more proficient writer assists a peer with dysgraphia in
developing writing skills.

Example: A peer reviews a draft for organization while the student focuses on legibility.

Practical application: Training peers to provide specific, supportive feedback using a rubric.

Challenges: Ensuring the tutor’'s guidance is accurate; preventing dependence on peer assistance.

Progress Monitoring

Related terms: Data-driven instruction, Benchmarking, Ongoing assessment

Explanation: Regular collection of data to track a student’s growth toward defined writing goals.

Example: Weekly timed copy-tasks recorded in a spreadsheet.

Practical application: Adjusting instructional strategies based on trends in the data.

Challenges: Time constraints for frequent data collection; maintaining consistency across different teachers.

Reading-to-Write Transfer

Related terms: Literacy integration, Comprehension-production link, Cross-disciplinary skill

Explanation: Leveraging reading comprehension strategies to support written expression, recognizing that
dysgraphia often co-occurs with reading difficulties.
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Example: Using a story map to organize thoughts before writing a summary.

Practical application: Teachers model how to extract key ideas from a text and translate them into written
form.

Challenges: Separating the influence of reading deficits from pure motor writing challenges.

Rubric Development

Related terms: Scoring guide, Performance criteria, Transparent expectations

Explanation: Creating clear, measurable descriptors for evaluating student writing, ensuring consistency and
fairness.

Example: A rubric that rates legibility, organization, and mechanics on a 4-point scale.

Practical application: Sharing rubrics with students before assignments to clarify expectations.

Challenges: Designing rubrics that accommodate both handwritten and typed submissions without bias.

Self-Regulation Strategies

Related terms: Metacognition, Goal setting, Self-monitoring

Explanation: Techniques that help students manage their own writing process, including planning,
monitoring, and evaluating.

Example: Teaching students to pause and check for proper spacing after each sentence.

Practical application: Incorporating checklists that prompt students to review key writing components.
Challenges: Students with dysgraphia may have reduced self-efficacy, requiring explicit instruction in
self-regulation.

Serial Teaching

Related terms: Repetition, Skill sequencing, Mastery learning

Explanation: Repeated instruction of the same skill across multiple sessions until mastery is achieved.
Example: Practicing the formation of the letter “m” in three consecutive lessons.

Practical application: Scheduling short, frequent handwriting drills throughout the week.

Challenges: Avoiding monotony; ensuring that repeated practice does not become rote without
comprehension.

Signature Handwriting Style

Related terms: Personal script, Handwriting individuality, Motor imprint

Explanation: The unique way a student forms letters and connects strokes, which may be atypical in
dysgraphia.

Example: A student consistently writes the lowercase "e” with an exaggerated loop.

Practical application: Teachers can work within the student’s natural style while improving legibility.
Challenges: Balancing respect for individuality with the need for clear communication.

Spiral Curriculum

Related terms: Cumulative learning, Reinforcement, Concept revisiting

Explanation: An instructional design where key writing skills are revisited at increasing levels of complexity.
Example: Introducing basic letter formation in Grade 1, then integrating cursive connections in later grades.
Practical application: Planning units that periodically re-teach and extend prior handwriting concepts.
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Challenges: Coordinating curriculum pacing across grade levels; ensuring earlier instruction is solid before
revisiting.

Standardized Writing Assessment

Related terms: Norm-referenced test, Benchmarking, Comparative data

Explanation: Formal evaluations that compare a student’s writing performance to national or state norms.
Example: The Woodcock-Johnson Tests of Achievement writing subtest.

Practical application: Using results to identify eligibility for dysgraphia services.

Challenges: Tests may not capture the full range of a student’s abilities; cultural and linguistic biases can
affect outcomes.

Task Analysis

Related terms: Component breakdown, Skill sequencing, Instructional planning

Explanation: Decomposing a complex writing activity into discrete steps to identify specific areas of
difficulty.

Example: Breaking down “write a persuasive essay” into brainstorming, thesis development, supporting
evidence, and conclusion drafting.

Practical application: Teachers target instruction on the step where the student stalls, such as organizing
supporting evidence.

Challenges: Time-intensive to develop for each new writing task; risk of oversimplifying creative processes.

Technology Integration Plan

Related terms: Digital curriculum, Assistive devices, Implementation roadmap

Explanation: A structured approach for incorporating assistive and instructional technologies into daily
instruction for dysgraphia.

Example: Scheduling weekly sessions using a speech-to-text app for journal writing.

Practical application: Aligning technology use with curriculum standards and assessment timelines.
Challenges: Ensuring equitable access, providing ongoing technical support, and avoiding technology
fatigue.

Timed Writing Practice

Related terms: Fluency drills, Speed training, Automaticity

Explanation: Structured activities where students write within a set time frame to improve speed and
endurance.

Example: A five-minute copy-task of a short paragraph.

Practical application: Recording words per minute to track progress toward fluency goals.
Challenges: Balancing speed with legibility; students may develop poor form under time pressure.

Visual-Motor Integration (VMI)

Related terms: Perceptual-motor skills, Beery VMI, Hand-eye coordination

Explanation: The coordination of visual perception and fine motor control, essential for accurate
handwriting.

Example: Tracing a maze while maintaining correct line direction.
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Practical application: Incorporating VMI activities into occupational therapy sessions.
Challenges: Some students may have VMI deficits unrelated to dysgraphia, requiring separate interventions.

Writing Prompt Scaffolds

Related terms: Sentence starters, Prompt cards, Idea generators

Explanation: Structured cues that help students initiate and develop written responses.

Example: “Because of ___, | think __ because __."

Practical application: Teachers provide a set of prompts that align with current content units.
Challenges: Over-reliance may limit independent idea generation; prompts must be varied to prevent
predictability.

Writing Workshop Model

Related terms: Mini-lessons, Conferencing, Revision cycle

Explanation: An instructional framework that includes direct teaching, independent writing time, and
teacher—student conferencing.

Example: A 20-minute mini-lesson on paragraph transitions followed by 30 minutes of student writing.
Practical application: Teachers schedule regular one-on-one conferences to address specific handwriting
concerns.

Challenges: Managing time so that each student receives adequate feedback; adapting the model for large
classes.

Zero-Delay Recall

Related terms: Immediate feedback, Prompt fading, Memory reinforcement

Explanation: A strategy where the teacher asks the student to reproduce a skill or concept immediately after
instruction, reinforcing learning without a waiting period.

Example: After modeling the letter “t,” the teacher asks the student to write it on the spot.

Practical application: Incorporating brief “write-now” checks throughout a lesson to solidify motor patterns.
Challenges: May increase cognitive load if overused; needs to be balanced with spaced practice for
long-term retention.
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