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Unit 2: Understanding the Education System

In this unit, we will delve into the intricacies of the education system, exploring its structures, policies, and
key players. Understanding the education system is crucial for parent advocates as they navigate the
complex landscape to support their children effectively. Let's explore the key terms and vocabulary essential
for comprehending the education system.

Educational System: The educational system refers to the overall structure and organization of education in
a country or region. It encompasses schools, curricula, policies, and regulations that govern education.

Example: The United States educational system comprises public, private, and charter schools, each with its
own set of regulations and standards.

Public Education: Public education is government-funded education provided to students free of charge. It
is typically overseen by state or local authorities.

Example: Public schools in the UK are funded by the government and are open to all students regardless of
their background or financial status.

Private Education: Private education refers to schools that are privately funded and managed. Parents pay
tuition fees for their children to attend private schools.

Example: Elite private schools such as Eton College in the UK provide exclusive education to students from
affluent backgrounds.

Charter Schools: Charter schools are publicly funded schools that operate independently of the traditional
public school system. They have more flexibility in their curriculum and operations.

Example: KIPP (Knowledge Is Power Program) schools in the US are a network of successful charter schools
known for their rigorous academic programs.

Parochial Schools: Parochial schools are private schools affiliated with a religious organization. They often
incorporate religious teachings into their curriculum.

Example: Catholic parochial schools in the US offer a faith-based education along with standard academic
subjects.

Homeschooling: Homeschooling is the practice of educating children at home rather than in a traditional
school setting. Parents or tutors take on the role of educators.

Read online: https://certificates.Isba.org.uk/guides/1926954/ London School of Business and Administration - 22 Jun 2026
understanding-the-education-system-united-kingdom



LSBA GUIDE

¥/ 1L.ONDON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
AND ADMINISTRATION

Example: In countries like Germany, homeschooling is heavily regulated, and parents must obtain
permission from authorities to educate their children at home.

Standardized Testing: Standardized testing is a form of assessment where all students answer the same
questions under similar conditions. It is used to measure student achievement and school performance.

Example: The SAT and ACT are standardized tests commonly used for college admissions in the US.

No Child Left Behind Act: The No Child Left Behind Act was a US federal law enacted in 2002 that aimed to
improve student performance and close achievement gaps. It required annual testing and accountability
measures for schools.

Example: The No Child Left Behind Act mandated that schools make adequate yearly progress in student
performance or face consequences.

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): The Every Student Succeeds Act is a US federal law passed in 2015 that
replaced the No Child Left Behind Act. It gives states more flexibility in setting education goals and
measures.

Example: ESSA requires states to develop their own accountability systems to track student progress and
school performance.

Individualized Education Program (IEP): An Individualized Education Program is a personalized plan
developed for students with disabilities. It outlines their educational goals, services, and accommodations.

Example: A student with autism may have an IEP that includes speech therapy, social skills training, and
extended time for tests.

504 Plan: A 504 Plan is a legal document that outlines accommodations for students with disabilities under
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. It ensures equal access to education.

Example: A student with ADHD may have a 504 Plan that includes preferential seating, extra time on
assignments, and frequent breaks.

Special Education: Special education is a tailored approach to teaching students with disabilities. It provides
individualized support and services to help students reach their full potential.

Example: Special education teachers work with students with learning disabilities, emotional disturbances, or
physical impairments to address their unique needs.

Gifted Education: Gifted education focuses on meeting the needs of students who demonstrate exceptional
intellectual abilities. It offers enriched and accelerated learning opportunities.

Example: Gifted education programs may include advanced courses, independent projects, and mentorship
opportunities for high-achieving students.

English Language Learners (ELL): English Language Learners are students whose primary language is not
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English. They receive support to develop proficiency in English.

Example: ELL students may attend English as a Second Language (ESL) classes to improve their language
skills and academic performance.

Parent-Teacher Association (PTA): A Parent-Teacher Association is a formal organization that brings parents
and teachers together to support the school community. PTAs often organize events, fundraisers, and
advocacy efforts.

Example: The PTA at a school may host a book fair, coordinate volunteer activities, or raise funds for
educational resources.

School Board: A School Board is a governing body responsible for overseeing the operations of a school
district. It sets policies, approves budgets, and hires school administrators.

Example: School boards in the US are typically composed of elected members who represent the interests
of the community and make decisions on behalf of students.

Superintendent: A Superintendent is the chief executive officer of a school district. They are responsible for
implementing policies, managing staff, and ensuring the district's overall success.

Example: The superintendent works closely with the school board to develop strategic plans, allocate
resources, and address challenges facing the district.

Principal: A Principal is the head administrator of a school. They oversee daily operations, manage staff, and
create a positive learning environment for students.

Example: The principal plays a key role in promoting academic excellence, fostering a safe school climate,
and building relationships with students and families.

Teacher: A Teacher is an educator responsible for instructing students in various subjects. They create lesson
plans, assess student progress, and provide support to help students succeed.

Example: Teachers use a variety of instructional strategies, such as lectures, group activities, and hands-on
projects, to engage students and facilitate learning.

School Counselor: A School Counselor is a professional who provides academic, career, and personal
counseling to students. They help students navigate challenges and make informed decisions.

Example: School counselors assist students with course selection, college applications, and social-emotional
issues to support their overall well-being and success.

School Psychologist: A School Psychologist is a specialist who assesses and supports students' mental
health and learning needs. They provide interventions and resources to promote student growth.

Example: School psychologists conduct assessments, develop behavior plans, and collaborate with teachers
and families to create a supportive environment for students.
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Education Policy: Education Policy refers to the laws, regulations, and guidelines that shape the educational
system. It determines funding, curriculum standards, and accountability measures.

Example: Education policies may address issues such as school funding, teacher certification, standardized
testing, and school choice options.

School Funding: School Funding is the financial resources allocated to support education. It includes
funding for teacher salaries, facilities, instructional materials, and special programs.

Example: School funding sources may include federal, state, and local government allocations, as well as
grants, donations, and fundraising efforts.

Curriculum: The Curriculum is the set of courses and educational content taught in a school or educational
program. It outlines learning objectives, topics, and assessments for students.

Example: A science curriculum may include units on biology, chemistry, and physics, with hands-on
experiments, readings, and assessments to measure student understanding.

Assessment: Assessment is the process of evaluating student learning and understanding. It includes tests,
quizzes, projects, and other methods to measure student progress.

Example: Formative assessments, such as class discussions and exit tickets, provide ongoing feedback to
teachers and students to guide instruction and support learning.

Grading: Grading is the system used to evaluate and assign scores to student work. It provides feedback on
student performance and communicates achievement levels.

Example: Grading scales may include letter grades, percentages, or rubrics to assess students' knowledge,
skills, and behaviors in a particular subject.

Academic Standards: Academic Standards are guidelines that define what students should know and be
able to do at each grade level. They set expectations for student learning and achievement.

Example: Common Core State Standards in the US outline clear, consistent learning goals in English
language arts and mathematics to prepare students for college and career success.

Parental Involvement: Parental Involvement refers to the participation of parents in their children's
education. It includes activities such as volunteering, attending meetings, and supporting learning at home.

Example: Parents can be involved in their child's education by reading with them, communicating with
teachers, and attending school events to show support and engagement.

Advocacy: Advocacy is the act of supporting and promoting a cause or policy. Parent advocates work to
ensure their children receive the best possible education and support services.

Example: Parent advocates may attend school meetings, communicate with educators, and collaborate with
community organizations to advocate for their child's needs and rights.
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Equity: Equity refers to fairness and justice in education. It involves providing all students with the resources
and opportunities they need to succeed, regardless of background or circumstances.

Example: Equity in education may include access to high-quality teachers, advanced coursework,
technology, and support services to address disparities and promote student success.

Diversity: Diversity refers to the variety of backgrounds, experiences, and perspectives present in a school
community. It enriches learning environments and fosters mutual respect and understanding.

Example: A diverse school may include students from different cultural, linguistic, and socioeconomic
backgrounds, creating a vibrant and inclusive setting for learning and collaboration.

Inclusion: Inclusion is the practice of providing all students, including those with disabilities or special needs,
with access to the general education curriculum and school community.

Example: Inclusive classrooms may have students with diverse learning styles and abilities working together,
supported by differentiated instruction and accommodations to meet individual needs.

Collaboration: Collaboration is the process of working together to achieve a common goal. Educators,
parents, and community members collaborate to support student learning and well-being.

Example: Collaborative efforts may involve team meetings, shared decision-making, and coordinated
services to address student needs and enhance the overall educational experience.

Empowerment: Empowerment is the process of enabling individuals to take control of their lives and make
informed decisions. Parent advocates empower themselves and others to advocate for change and
improvement in education.

Example: Empowered parents may seek information, build skills, and engage in advocacy efforts to ensure
their voices are heard and their children's needs are addressed in the education system.

Challenges in Education: There are various challenges in education that impact student learning and
success. These challenges may include inadequate funding, inequitable access, teacher shortages, and
disparities in outcomes.

Example: Addressing challenges in education requires collaboration, advocacy, and innovative solutions to
create a more inclusive, supportive, and effective learning environment for all students.

Conclusion: Understanding the education system is essential for parent advocates to effectively navigate
and advocate for their children's educational needs. By familiarizing themselves with key terms and
concepts in education, parent advocates can better support their children, collaborate with educators, and
work towards positive change in the education system.
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