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Postgraduate Certificate in Pediatric Emergency Medicine

Pediatric Trauma

Pediatric trauma refers to physical injuries sustained by children that require medical attention. These
injuries can range from minor cuts and bruises to life-threatening conditions. Pediatric Emergency Medicine
(PEM) focuses on the management and treatment of pediatric trauma to ensure the best possible outcomes
for young patients. In this course, the Postgraduate Certificate in Pediatric Emergency Medicine, healthcare
professionals learn how to assess, diagnose, and treat pediatric trauma effectively. To understand this field
better, let's explore some key terms and vocabulary commonly used in pediatric trauma care:

1. **Pediatric Trauma**: Any physical injury sustained by a child, typically resulting from accidents, falls,
burns, or violence.

2. **Mechanism of Injury**: The way in which a trauma occurred, such as a fall from a height, motor vehicle
collision, or sports-related injury.

3. **Primary Survey**: The initial assessment of a pediatric trauma patient to identify and address life-
threatening conditions, following the ABCDE approach (Airway, Breathing, Circulation, Disability, Exposure).

4. **Secondary Survey**: A more detailed assessment of the patient to identify additional injuries and
provide appropriate treatment.

5. **Triage**: The process of prioritizing patients based on the severity of their injuries to ensure that those
in critical condition receive immediate care.

6. **Resuscitation**: The immediate treatment given to stabilize a trauma patient, including airway
management, breathing support, and circulation support.

7. **Intravenous Access**: The placement of a catheter into a vein to administer fluids, medications, or
blood products.

8. **Radiologic Imaging**: The use of X-rays, CT scans, or MRIs to assess and diagnose internal injuries in
pediatric trauma patients.

9. **Fractures**: Broken bones that may occur as a result of trauma, requiring immobilization and
sometimes surgical intervention.

10. **Head Injury**: Trauma to the head, including concussions, skull fractures, and traumatic brain injuries,
which can have serious long-term consequences.

11. **Abdominal Trauma**: Injuries to the abdomen, such as organ damage or internal bleeding, which may
require surgical intervention.

12. **Thoracic Trauma**: Injuries to the chest, including rib fractures, lung contusions, or cardiac injuries,

Read online: https://certificates.lsba.org.uk/guides/2939613/pediatric-
trauma

London School of Business and Administration · 22 Jun 2026



G U I D E

which can impact breathing and circulation.

13. **Burns**: Injuries caused by heat, chemicals, electricity, or radiation, which require specialized care to
prevent infection and promote healing.

14. **Trauma Team**: A multidisciplinary group of healthcare professionals, including emergency physicians,
nurses, surgeons, and specialists, who work together to provide comprehensive care to trauma patients.

15. **Transportation**: The safe and timely transfer of pediatric trauma patients from the scene of the injury
to the hospital or between healthcare facilities.

16. **Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU)**: A specialized unit within a hospital that provides intensive care
for critically ill or injured children, including those with severe trauma.

17. **Rehabilitation**: The process of helping pediatric trauma patients recover and regain function after
their injuries through physical therapy, occupational therapy, and other interventions.

18. **Psychosocial Support**: Emotional and mental health services provided to pediatric trauma patients
and their families to help them cope with the physical and emotional impact of the injury.

19. **Child Abuse**: The intentional harm or mistreatment of children, including physical abuse, sexual
abuse, neglect, or emotional abuse, which can present as pediatric trauma.

20. **Non-Accidental Trauma**: Injuries inflicted on a child intentionally, often by a caregiver, which may
require reporting to child protective services and legal intervention.

21. **Trauma Score**: A numerical assessment tool used to quantify the severity of a trauma patient's
injuries and predict outcomes, such as the Glasgow Coma Scale or the Pediatric Trauma Score.

22. **Mass Casualty Incident (MCI)**: An event in which a large number of people are injured or killed,
requiring a coordinated response from emergency services to triage and treat patients effectively.

23. **Pediatric Resuscitation**: The process of providing life-saving measures to pediatric trauma patients in
cardiac arrest or critical condition, including CPR, defibrillation, and medication administration.

24. **Simulation Training**: Hands-on practice using high-fidelity mannequins or virtual reality technology
to simulate pediatric trauma scenarios and improve healthcare providers' skills and confidence.

25. **Quality Improvement**: The ongoing process of evaluating and improving the care provided to
pediatric trauma patients through data analysis, protocol development, and staff education.

26. **Ethical Considerations**: The moral principles and guidelines that healthcare providers must consider
when treating pediatric trauma patients, including issues of consent, confidentiality, and end-of-life care.

27. **Multidisciplinary Team**: A group of healthcare professionals from different specialties, such as trauma
surgery, neurology, radiology, and social work, who collaborate to provide holistic care to pediatric trauma
patients.
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28. **Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellowship**: Advanced training in pediatric emergency medicine that
prepares healthcare providers to become experts in managing pediatric trauma and critical care in
emergency settings.

29. **Pediatric Trauma Center**: A specialized facility equipped to provide comprehensive care to pediatric
trauma patients, including advanced imaging, surgical services, and intensive care units.

30. **Patient Advocacy**: The practice of advocating for the best interests of pediatric trauma patients,
ensuring they receive appropriate care, support, and resources to promote their recovery and well-being.

In conclusion, pediatric trauma is a complex and challenging field that requires specialized knowledge, skills,
and resources to provide optimal care to injured children. By familiarizing themselves with key terms and
vocabulary in pediatric trauma, healthcare professionals can enhance their understanding of this critical area
of emergency medicine and improve outcomes for pediatric trauma patients. Through effective assessment,
intervention, and collaboration, healthcare providers can make a significant difference in the lives of
children who have experienced traumatic injuries.
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