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Professional Certificate in International Maritime Law

Maritime Environmental Law

Maritime Environmental Law is a specialized area of law that governs the protection and preservation of the
marine environment. It is a crucial field of study within the broader scope of international maritime law as it
addresses the unique challenges and complexities associated with environmental issues in the maritime
domain. In this guide, we will explore key terms and vocabulary essential for understanding Maritime
Environmental Law.

1. International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL)

One of the cornerstone agreements in Maritime Environmental Law is the International Convention for the
Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL). MARPOL is the main international treaty that prohibits
pollution of the marine environment by ships, both accidental and operational. It sets the standards for the
control of various forms of marine pollution, such as oil pollution, noxious liquid substances, harmful
substances in packaged form, sewage, garbage, and air pollution from ships. MARPOL is divided into six
annexes, each addressing different types of pollution sources and establishing regulations to prevent and
control them.

2. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

The Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is a maritime zone prescribed by the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) within which a coastal state has special rights regarding the exploration and use
of marine resources. The EEZ extends up to 200 nautical miles from the baseline of a coastal state and
includes jurisdiction over natural resources, including living and non-living resources, as well as the
protection and preservation of the marine environment within the zone.

3. Ballast Water Management Convention

The Ballast Water Management Convention is an international treaty adopted by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) to address the environmental threat posed by the transfer of invasive aquatic species in
ships' ballast water. The convention requires ships to manage their ballast water to minimize the risk of
introducing harmful aquatic organisms and pathogens into new environments. It sets standards for ballast
water exchange and treatment systems to protect marine biodiversity and ecosystems.

4. Pollution Prevention and Response

Pollution prevention and response are critical components of Maritime Environmental Law aimed at
mitigating the impact of pollution incidents on the marine environment. Prevention measures include the
implementation of best practices, regulations, and technologies to minimize the risk of pollution from ships.
Response mechanisms involve coordinated efforts to contain, clean up, and recover pollutants discharged
into the marine environment, often through the deployment of specialized equipment and trained
personnel.

5. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
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An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a process used to evaluate the potential environmental
consequences of proposed maritime activities or projects before they are undertaken. EIAs help identify and
assess the environmental risks and impacts associated with activities such as port developments, offshore
oil and gas exploration, and marine infrastructure projects. By considering the environmental implications
upfront, decision-makers can make informed choices to minimize adverse effects on the marine
environment.

6. Marine Spatial Planning

Marine Spatial Planning is a strategic and integrated approach to managing human activities in the marine
environment while preserving its ecological integrity. It involves the systematic allocation of maritime space
for various uses, such as shipping, fishing, energy production, conservation, and recreation, to ensure
sustainable development and environmental protection. Marine spatial planning helps balance competing
interests, reduce conflicts, and promote the effective use of marine resources in a coordinated manner.

7. International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS)

The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) is an independent judicial body established under
UNCLOS to adjudicate disputes related to the interpretation and application of the convention. ITLOS has
jurisdiction over cases concerning the law of the sea, including maritime boundary delimitation, fisheries
management, marine environmental protection, and navigational rights. Parties to disputes can bring their
claims before ITLOS for a binding resolution based on international law.

8. Port State Control (PSC)

Port State Control (PSC) is a regulatory mechanism that enables coastal states to inspect foreign vessels
calling at their ports to ensure compliance with international maritime regulations, including those related
to environmental protection. PSC inspections focus on verifying the ship's compliance with safety, security,
and environmental standards to prevent substandard vessels from posing risks to the marine environment
and human life at sea. Non-compliant ships may be detained or sanctioned by port authorities.

9. Flag State Responsibility

Flag State Responsibility refers to the obligations of a ship's flag state to enforce applicable maritime laws
and regulations on vessels flying its flag. Flag states are responsible for inspecting and certifying their ships
for compliance with international standards, including environmental requirements, and taking appropriate
enforcement actions in case of violations. Flag state control is essential for ensuring that ships operate
safely and do not harm the marine environment during their voyages.

10. Marine Pollution Liability and Compensation

The liability and compensation regime for marine pollution incidents is a key aspect of Maritime
Environmental Law designed to hold polluters accountable for damages caused to the marine environment
and provide compensation to affected parties. International conventions, such as the International
Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage (CLC) and the International Convention on the
Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation for Qil Pollution Damage (FUND), establish
liability limits and compensation mechanisms for oil pollution incidents involving ships.

11. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a set of global targets adopted by the United Nations to
promote sustainable development and address pressing environmental, social, and economic challenges,
including those related to the marine environment. Several SDGs are directly relevant to Maritime
Environmental Law, such as Goal 14 (Life Below Water), which aims to conserve and sustainably use the
oceans, seas, and marine resources for sustainable development. Achieving the SDGs requires coordinated
efforts by states, international organizations, and stakeholders to protect the marine environment and
promote sustainable marine practices.

12. Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) are designated regions within the marine environment that receive special
protection for their ecological, cultural, or economic significance. MPAs serve as conservation tools to
safeguard marine biodiversity, habitats, and species from human impacts, such as overfishing, pollution, and
habitat destruction. By establishing MPAs, governments and conservation organizations can promote
marine conservation, sustainable fisheries management, and ecosystem resilience in vulnerable marine
ecosystems.

13. Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation

Climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies are essential components of Maritime Environmental
Law aimed at addressing the impacts of climate change on the marine environment. Adaptation measures
seek to build resilience to climate-related risks, such as sea-level rise, ocean acidification, and extreme
weather events, while mitigation efforts focus on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and minimizing the
drivers of climate change. By integrating climate considerations into maritime policies and practices,
stakeholders can help protect the marine environment and reduce vulnerabilities to climate change impacts.

14. Environmental Compliance and Enforcement

Ensuring environmental compliance and enforcement is crucial for upholding the principles and objectives
of Maritime Environmental Law. Environmental compliance involves adhering to relevant laws, regulations,
and standards to prevent pollution and protect the marine environment. Enforcement mechanisms, such as
inspections, monitoring, and sanctions, are necessary to deter non-compliance and hold violators
accountable for environmental harm. By promoting a culture of environmental stewardship and
accountability, regulators can help foster a sustainable maritime industry that respects and preserves the
marine environment.

In conclusion, mastering the key terms and vocabulary of Maritime Environmental Law is essential for
navigating the complex legal framework governing environmental protection in the maritime domain. By
understanding concepts such as MARPOL, EEZ, pollution prevention, and liability regimes, practitioners can
effectively address environmental challenges, promote sustainable marine practices, and safeguard the
health and integrity of the marine environment for future generations.
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