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Advanced Certificate in Gallery Logistics

Collection Care

Collection care is a critical component of gallery logistics and refers to the proper handling, storage, and
maintenance of artworks and objects in a collection. This field requires a deep understanding of various key
terms and vocabulary to ensure the long-term preservation and protection of cultural heritage. In this
explanation, we will discuss some of the most important terms and concepts in collection care.

1. Preventive Conservation:
Preventive conservation is a proactive approach to preserving cultural heritage by minimizing potential risks
and damages to artworks and objects. This involves monitoring environmental conditions, such as
temperature, humidity, and light levels, and implementing measures to control these factors to prevent
damage over time. Preventive conservation also includes proper handling, storage, and transportation of
artworks and objects to minimize the risk of physical damage.

2. Environmental Monitoring:
Environmental monitoring is the process of measuring and recording environmental conditions, such as
temperature, humidity, and light levels, in a gallery or storage area. This information is used to ensure that
environmental conditions remain within acceptable limits to prevent damage to artworks and objects.
Environmental monitoring can be done manually using handheld instruments or automatically using data
loggers and sensors.

3. Integrated Pest Management (IPM):
Integrated pest management (IPM) is a systematic approach to managing pests in cultural heritage
institutions. IPM involves identifying and monitoring pests, implementing measures to prevent pest
infestations, and using non-chemical methods to control pests when necessary. IPM is an important aspect
of collection care as pests can cause significant damage to artworks and objects.

4. Risk Assessment:
Risk assessment is the process of identifying and evaluating potential risks to artworks and objects in a
collection. This involves identifying potential hazards, such as fire, theft, or water damage, and evaluating
the likelihood and impact of these hazards. Risk assessment is an important aspect of collection care as it
helps institutions prioritize resources and implement measures to mitigate potential risks.

5. Handling:
Handling refers to the proper handling of artworks and objects in a collection. This includes guidelines for
lifting, carrying, and moving artworks and objects to prevent physical damage. Proper handling is an
important aspect of collection care as it helps prevent accidental damage during transportation, installation,
and storage.

6. Storage:
Storage refers to the proper storage of artworks and objects in a collection. This includes guidelines for
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storing artworks and objects in a way that minimizes the risk of damage, such as using appropriate shelving,
supports, and storage materials. Proper storage is an important aspect of collection care as it helps prevent
long-term damage from environmental factors, such as temperature, humidity, and light levels.

7. Display:
Display refers to the proper display of artworks and objects in a gallery or exhibition. This includes
guidelines for installing and displaying artworks and objects in a way that minimizes the risk of damage,
such as using appropriate mounts, supports, and display materials. Proper display is an important aspect of
collection care as it helps prevent accidental damage during transportation, installation, and display.

8. Condition Reporting:
Condition reporting is the process of documenting the condition of artworks and objects in a collection.
This includes guidelines for inspecting and documenting the condition of artworks and objects, as well as
guidelines for reporting any changes in condition. Condition reporting is an important aspect of collection
care as it helps institutions track the condition of artworks and objects over time and plan for conservation
treatments when necessary.

9. Conservation:
Conservation refers to the treatment and preservation of artworks and objects in a collection. This includes
guidelines for cleaning, repairing, and stabilizing artworks and objects to prevent further damage.
Conservation is an important aspect of collection care as it helps preserve cultural heritage for future
generations.

10. Disaster Planning:
Disaster planning is the process of preparing for and responding to emergencies or disasters that may
affect a collection. This includes guidelines for evacuating artworks and objects, securing collections during
a disaster, and recovering collections after a disaster. Disaster planning is an important aspect of collection
care as it helps institutions minimize the impact of disasters on their collections and ensure the long-term
preservation of cultural heritage.

In conclusion, collection care is a complex and multifaceted field that requires a deep understanding of
various key terms and vocabulary. By understanding these terms and concepts, institutions can ensure the
long-term preservation and protection of their collections, and contribute to the preservation of cultural
heritage for future generations.

Some practical applications and challenges of collection care include:

* Developing and implementing environmental monitoring systems to ensure that temperature, humidity,
and light levels remain within acceptable limits.
* Implementing integrated pest management (IPM) programs to prevent and control pest infestations.
* Conducting regular risk assessments to identify and evaluate potential risks to artworks and objects.
* Providing training and guidelines for proper handling, storage, and display of artworks and objects.
* Developing disaster response plans and conducting regular drills to prepare for and respond to
emergencies or disasters.
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* Developing and implementing conservation treatments to preserve artworks and objects in a collection.
* Ensuring that collection care practices are in compliance with industry standards and best practices.

Examples of collection care in practice include:

* The Getty Conservation Institute's development of environmental monitoring systems for cultural heritage
institutions.
* The Smithsonian Institution's implementation of an integrated pest management (IPM) program to
prevent and control pest infestations.
* The Metropolitan Museum of Art's risk assessment program to identify and evaluate potential risks to
artworks and objects.
* The National Gallery's handling guidelines for the proper handling, storage, and display of artworks and
objects.
* The Museum of Modern Art's disaster response plan to prepare for and respond to emergencies or
disasters.
* The Tate's conservation treatments to preserve artworks and objects in their collection.
* The American Alliance of Museums' standards and best practices for collection care.

In summary, collection care is a critical component of gallery logistics and requires a deep understanding of
various key terms and vocabulary. By understanding these terms and concepts, institutions can ensure the
long-term preservation and protection of their collections, and contribute to the preservation of cultural
heritage for future generations. Practical applications and challenges of collection care include developing
and implementing environmental monitoring systems, implementing integrated pest management (IPM)
programs, conducting regular risk assessments, providing training and guidelines for proper handling,
storage, and display, developing disaster response plans, developing and implementing conservation
treatments, and ensuring compliance with industry standards and best practices. Examples of collection care
in practice include the Getty Conservation Institute's environmental monitoring systems, the Smithsonian
Institution's integrated pest management (IPM) program, the Metropolitan Museum of Art's risk assessment
program, the National Gallery's handling guidelines, the Museum of Modern Art's disaster response plan,
the Tate's conservation treatments, and the American Alliance of Museums' standards and best practices.
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