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Professional Certificate in Islamic Law (Shariah) (United Kingdom)

Islamic Legal Theory

Shariah is the divine law that governs the moral, spiritual, and temporal aspects of a Muslim’s life. It is
derived from the primary sources of Islam, namely the Qur'an and the Sunna, and is interpreted through a
sophisticated methodology known as Usul al-Figh. In the context of the United Kingdom, Shariah is applied
primarily within private family matters, such as marriage, divorce, and inheritance, where it coexists with the
national legal framework. Understanding the terminology that underpins Islamic legal theory is essential for
professionals who advise on or adjudicate matters where Shariah principles intersect with English law.

Figh refers to the human effort to understand and apply Shariah. While Shariah is considered immutable,
figh is a dynamic discipline that evolves as scholars confront new circumstances. A practitioner of figh must
be proficient in the sources of law, the principles of interpretation, and the mechanisms for deriving rulings.
The distinction between Shariah and figh is crucial: The former is divine and unchangeable; the latter is
scholarly and may adapt, provided it remains faithful to the spirit of the divine texts.

Usul al-Figh (the “roots of jurisprudence”) is the science that outlines the methodology for extracting legal
rulings from the primary texts. It establishes the hierarchy of sources, the criteria for authenticity, and the
permissible techniques for analogical reasoning. Mastery of usul al-figh enables a jurist to navigate complex
legal questions, such as those arising from financial products that have no direct precedent in classical
literature.

litihad is the exertion of intellectual effort by a qualified jurist, known as a mujtahid, to derive a legal ruling
when the primary texts do not provide a clear answer. ljtihad is not an arbitrary opinion; it requires mastery
of Arabic language, familiarity with the Qur'an, the Sunna, the consensus of scholars (ijma), and the
principles of analogical reasoning (giyas). In modern Britain, the concept of ijtihad is invoked when
addressing issues such as digital assets, bio-ethics, and cross-border commercial contracts, where classical
precedents are silent.

Mujtahid is a scholar who has attained the requisite knowledge and methodological competence to
perform ijtihad. The status of a mujtahid is not granted lightly; it demands years of rigorous study, mastery
of the Arabic language, and a deep understanding of the legal methodology. In the UK, individuals who
serve as mujtahids often work within Shariah advisory boards, providing guidance to financial institutions,
community organisations, and courts.

Qur'an is the foundational revelation in Islam, regarded as the literal word of God. Its verses are the primary
source of legal authority. The Qur'an contains both explicit commands (e.G., The prohibition of riba, or
usury) and general principles (e.G., The injunction to act justly). Interpreting the Qur'an requires an
appreciation of its linguistic nuances, historical context, and the principles of exegesis (tafsir). In professional
practice, the Qur'an is often cited to support the validity of contractual clauses that aim to avoid prohibited
elements.
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Sunna encompasses the recorded sayings, actions, and approvals of the Prophet Muhammad. It serves as a
secondary source of law, clarifying and expanding upon Qur‘anic injunctions. The authenticity of a Sunna
report is assessed through the science of hadith criticism, which examines the chain of transmission (isnad)
and the text (matn). For example, the Sunna that emphasizes the importance of fulfilling promises
underpins the enforceability of contractual obligations in Islamic commercial law.

Hadith literature is the collection of reports that convey the Prophet's teachings. Not all hadith are equal;
they are classified into categories such as sahih (authentic), hasan (good), and da'if (weak). The classification
influences whether a particular hadith can be used as a legal source. In the UK, practitioners must be
cautious when relying on weak hadith, especially in matters that affect civil rights, to avoid undermining the
credibility of legal advice.

ljma denotes the consensus of qualified scholars on a particular legal issue. It is considered a binding source
of law when the consensus is truly universal and documented. Historically, ijma has been used to resolve
issues that were not directly addressed in the Qur'an or Sunna, such as the permissibility of certain
agricultural practices. In contemporary contexts, ijma can be invoked to address emerging technologies,
provided that the scholarly community reaches a clear and documented agreement.

Qiyas is the process of analogical reasoning, whereby a ruling is extended from an original case (the asl) to
a new case (the far’) that shares the same effective cause (illa). For instance, the prohibition of intoxicants in
wine is extended to modern narcotics because the intoxicating effect is the common ‘illa. Qiyas is a
cornerstone of Islamic jurisprudence and is frequently employed when dealing with novel financial
instruments, such as sukuk, that were not envisioned in classical texts.

‘Illa refers to the effective cause or rationale behind a legal ruling. Identifying the ‘illa is essential for
applying giyas correctly; an erroneous identification can lead to a faulty analogy. For example, if the ‘illa for
prohibiting wine is its intoxicating effect, then a non-intoxicating beverage would not be prohibited, even if
it shares other superficial similarities. In practice, scholars must rigorously justify the ‘illa to ensure that
analogical extensions are sound.

Istihsan (juristic preference) allows a jurist to depart from a strict analogical result when there is a stronger
reason to adopt a different ruling. It is employed to achieve equity, prevent hardship, or align with public
interest. An example of istihsan is the permissibility of selling a used car at a lower price than a new one,
even though strict giyas might suggest otherwise. In the UK, istihsan can be used to reconcile Islamic law
with consumer protection statutes, ensuring that contractual terms do not impose undue hardship on
parties.

Maslahah (public interest) is a principle that permits the enactment of rulings that serve the welfare of the
community, provided they do not contravene explicit textual evidence. The concept of maslahah is closely
linked to istihsan, yet it is broader, encompassing economic, social, and health considerations. For example,
the use of modern medical treatments that alleviate suffering may be deemed permissible under maslahah,
even if the method of delivery (e.G., Organ transplantation) raises ethical questions. Practitioners must
balance maslahah against the preservation of core Islamic values.
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Urf (custom) recognizes the role of prevailing societal practices in shaping legal rulings, as long as those
customs do not conflict with Shariah. Urf is particularly relevant in commercial law, where trade practices
evolve rapidly. If a particular contractual term becomes widely accepted in a jurisdiction, urf may legitimize
its inclusion, provided it does not contravene prohibited elements such as riba. In the United Kingdom, urf
can be invoked to harmonise Islamic contractual forms with the expectations of English commercial parties.

Naskh (abrogation) is the principle that later revelations in the Qur'an can supersede earlier ones.
Understanding naskh is essential for correctly ordering commandments and avoiding contradictions. For
example, the early Qur'anic verses that permitted certain forms of warfare were later abrogated by verses
emphasizing restraint and mercy. In legal practice, scholars must be vigilant to ensure that they apply the
most recent and applicable ruling, particularly when dealing with issues that span different periods of
revelation.

Magqasid al-Shariah (objectives of Islamic law) outlines the higher goals that the legal system seeks to
achieve: Preservation of religion, life, intellect, lineage, and property. These objectives serve as a guiding
framework for interpreting specific rulings and for applying principles such as istihsan and maslahah. When
a legal question threatens one of these five essentials, the ruling is likely to be stringent; conversely, if it
promotes the preservation of these essentials, a more lenient approach may be permissible. In the UK,
referencing the maqasid helps lawyers justify the accommodation of Shariah-compliant solutions within the
broader legal system.

Furu’ al-Figh (secondary jurisprudence) deals with the detailed rulings derived from the primary principles
established in Usul al-Figh. While Usul focuses on methodology, Furu’ addresses concrete applications such
as prayer, fasting, zakat, and commercial transactions. Professionals working in family law, for example, must
be conversant with both the overarching principles (e.G., The magasid) and the specific rulings (e.G., The
conditions of a valid marriage contract). Mastery of furu’ ensures that advice is both theoretically sound and
practically applicable.

Al-Magasid al-Shariah is sometimes broken down further into sub-categories, such as maqasid al-‘ibadah
(worship) and maqasid al-mu‘amalat (social dealings). This subdivision aids jurists in pinpointing the
relevant objective when confronted with a particular dispute. For instance, a case concerning the allocation
of inheritance may invoke maqgasid al-mu’amalat to ensure equitable distribution while respecting the
sanctity of lineage. The nuanced application of these sub-objectives demonstrates the flexibility of Islamic
legal theory.

Riba (usury) is one of the most rigorously prohibited elements in Islamic law. It refers to any guaranteed
increase on a loan, whether expressed as interest or an exploitative markup. The prohibition of riba is
explicit in the Qur'an and reinforced by the Sunna. In modern finance, the concept has been expanded to
cover not only conventional interest but also certain forms of excessive profit. Practitioners must carefully
structure transactions to avoid riba, often employing profit-and-loss sharing arrangements (Mudarabah) or
cost-plus financing (Murabaha) to remain compliant.

Mudarabah is a partnership where one party provides capital (the rabb al-mal) and the other contributes
expertise and management (the mudarib). Profits are shared according to a pre-agreed ratio, while losses
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are borne by the capital provider unless caused by negligence. This structure aligns with the prohibition of
riba, as returns are linked to actual performance rather than a predetermined interest rate. In the UK,
Mudarabah is utilised by Islamic banks to offer investment accounts that comply with Shariah, while also
satisfying the regulatory requirements of the Financial Conduct Authority.

Murabaha is a cost-plus sale where the seller discloses the acquisition cost of an asset and adds a profit
margin, which the buyer agrees to pay over time. Although Murabaha resembles conventional financing, its
compliance rests on the transparency of the cost and the avoidance of hidden interest. Critics argue that
certain Murabaha contracts replicate the economic effect of loans, raising debates about their authenticity.
Practitioners must ensure that the contract clearly states the cost, profit, and repayment schedule to
maintain Shariah conformity.

Wakala (agency) involves an agent who is authorized to act on behalf of a principal, often in investment
contexts. The agent may invest the principal’s funds in Shariah-compliant assets, earning a fee for services
rendered. Wakala contracts are commonly used in sukuk (Islamic bonds) to separate ownership from the
right to receive returns, thereby satisfying the prohibition of riba. In the UK, a Wakala arrangement must be
documented with a clear agency agreement, specifying the scope of authority, fee structure, and reporting
obligations.

Sukuk are Islamic financial certificates that represent ownership in an underlying asset, rather than a debt
obligation. Holders receive a share of the income generated by the asset, which is permissible under
Shariah. Sukuk structures vary, including ljarah (leasing), Musharakah (joint venture), and Mudarabah. The
complexity of sukuk demands a thorough understanding of both Islamic jurisprudence and UK securities
law. Legal advisors must ensure that the issuance complies with the Financial Services and Markets Act
2000, while also meeting the standards of a Shariah supervisory board.

Hiyal (legal stratagem) denotes a workaround that achieves a desired outcome while ostensibly adhering to
the letter of the law. While some hiyal are permissible, others are considered manipulative and are
prohibited. For example, structuring a sale-and-repurchase arrangement to mimic an interest-bearing loan
may be deemed a prohibited hiyal if its primary purpose is to circumvent riba. Practitioners must evaluate
the intention behind a transaction and the substance of the arrangement, not merely its form, to determine
permissibility.

Istislah (consideration of public welfare) is similar to maslahah but focuses specifically on the benefit to the
community. It allows a jurist to derive rulings that promote societal well-being, even in the absence of
explicit textual guidance. An illustration of istislah is the acceptance of modern road traffic regulations,
which protect life and property, aligning with the maqgasid of preserving life and property. In the UK, istislah
can be invoked to support the integration of Shariah-compliant contracts within the framework of statutory
consumer protection.

‘'Urf al-Mabhall (local custom) recognises that regional practices can influence the application of Islamic law,
provided they do not conflict with core principles. For instance, the customary dowry (mahr) amounts vary
across cultures; a jurist may accept a locally accepted mahr as valid, even if it differs from the norm
elsewhere. This flexibility facilitates the accommodation of diverse Muslim communities within the
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multicultural environment of Britain.

Taklif (legal responsibility) denotes the capacity of an individual to be held accountable for actions under
Islamic law. Certain categories of people—such as minors, the mentally incapacitated, and those who have
not reached puberty—are exempt from full taklif. This principle informs the drafting of contracts, where
parties must ensure that all signatories possess legal capacity. In the UK, the concept of taklif aligns with the
common law requirement that parties be of sound mind and over the age of majority.

‘llm al-Kalam (theology) intersects with legal theory when doctrinal beliefs affect the interpretation of legal

texts. For example, debates over predestination and free will can influence rulings on criminal liability. While
jurisprudence focuses on practical law, an awareness of theological positions enriches a jurist's perspective,
ensuring that rulings are coherent with broader Islamic belief systems.

Tafsir (exegesis) is the scholarly discipline of interpreting the Qur'an. It examines linguistic, historical, and
contextual aspects to uncover the intended meaning of verses. Different tafsir schools, such as those of lbn
Kathir or Al-Tabari, may offer varying insights that affect legal rulings. Professionals must be familiar with
reputable tafsir works to substantiate arguments, particularly when citing verses that relate to contractual
obligations or ethical conduct.

Al-Magasid al-'Ulu (higher objectives) expands the five essential maqasid to include broader societal goals
like justice, equality, and environmental stewardship. Contemporary scholars argue that these higher
objectives should guide the application of Islamic law in modern contexts, such as climate change
mitigation or digital privacy. By appealing to al-Magasid al-'Ulu, jurists can craft rulings that address
emerging challenges while remaining anchored in Shariah values.

Al-Magasid al-'Ulu also serves as a bridge between Islamic law and international human-rights instruments.
For instance, the principle of preserving dignity aligns with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
When advising UK courts, practitioners can reference al-Maqasid al-'Ulu to demonstrate that Islamic law
supports, rather than opposes, universal legal standards.

Al-Mujtahid al-Sari’ (the early jurist) refers to the first generation of scholars who directly witnessed the
Prophet’s era. Their contributions are highly regarded, as they had immediate access to the primary sources
and the living practice of the early Muslim community. The opinions of the mujtahid al-sari’ are often given
greater weight in contemporary debates, especially when dealing with matters that lack later scholarly
consensus.

Al-Mujtahid al-Muta’alliq (the later jurist) denotes scholars who lived after the formative period but still
contributed significantly to the development of figh. Their works, such as those of Imam Malik, Imam Shafi'i,
Imam Abu Hanifa, and Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, form the basis of the four major Sunni schools of law.
Understanding the methodological differences among these schools is essential for comparative analysis
and for selecting the most appropriate rulings in cross-jurisdictional cases.

Al-Madhhab (legal school) designates a coherent system of jurisprudential thought associated with a
particular founder and his followers. The four Sunni madhahib—Hanbali, Shafi'i, Maliki, and Hanafi—exhibit

Read online: https://certificates.Isba.org.uk/guides/3930396/islamic- London School of Business and Administration - 22 Jun 2026
legal-theory



5, LSBA

LONDON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
AND ADMINISTRATION

distinct approaches to sources, evidentiary standards, and interpretive techniques. In the UK, practitioners
must be aware of the madhhab affiliation of the parties involved, as it may affect the preferred method of
dispute resolution, the calculation of mahr, or the permissibility of certain financial products.

Al-Shafi'i Methodology emphasises a strict hierarchy: Qur'an, Sunna, ijma, and finally giyas. The Shafi'i
school is known for its rigorous approach to hadith authentication and its cautious use of analogical
reasoning. When advising clients who follow the Shafi'i tradition, lawyers should anticipate a preference for
clear textual evidence and may need to provide detailed hadith chains to support contractual clauses.

Al-Maliki Methodology places significant weight on the practice (‘amal) of the people of Medina as a source
of law. The Maliki school often relies on the customary usage of the community, which can be
advantageous in cases where local customs align with Shariah principles. For instance, the Maliki approach
may accept certain regional inheritance practices, provided they do not contravene Qur’anic injunctions.

Al-Hanbali Methodology is characterised by a literalist reading of the texts and a limited reliance on
analogical reasoning. Hanbali scholars tend to be more conservative in extending rulings to new contexts.
Consequently, practitioners working with Hanbali adherents must be prepared for stricter interpretations,
especially concerning issues like riba and permissible business activities.

Al-Hanafi Methodology is renowned for its flexible use of qgiyas and its openness to juristic preference

(istihsan). This school often provides more adaptable solutions to modern commercial problems, making it
popular among Islamic banks operating in the UK. The Hanafi emphasis on reasoned analogy facilitates the
development of innovative financial products that conform to Shariah while meeting regulatory standards.

Al-Magasid al-Shariah Framework can be operationalised through a three-step process: (1) Identify the
relevant maqasid (e.G., Preservation of life), (2) evaluate the proposed action against that objective, and (3)
determine whether the action promotes or harms the maqasid. For example, a proposal to use a digital
ledger for zakat collection would be assessed for its ability to preserve the integrity and efficiency of
charitable distribution, thereby supporting the magasid of public welfare.

secondary sources such as istihsan, maslahah, and urf. Understanding the hierarchy is crucial: A ruling
derived from giyas cannot override an explicit Qur'anic command, but it may supplement a Sunna that is
silent on a particular issue. In practice, this hierarchy guides the drafting of contracts that must first satisfy
the primary sources before resorting to analogical reasoning.

Al-Isnad refers to the chain of narrators who transmit a hadith. The reliability of each narrator is assessed
based on criteria such as moral uprightness (‘adalah) and precision (dhabt). A strong isnad lends credibility
to a hadith, increasing its utility as a legal source. In modern contexts, scholars may employ isnad analysis to
validate historical precedents that inform contemporary rulings on, for example, electronic banking.

Al-Matn is the text of the hadith itself. Even with a flawless isnad, the matn must be examined for internal
consistency and compatibility with other established texts. Apparent contradictions are resolved through
principles such as abrogation (naskh) or contextual interpretation. Legal practitioners must be adept at
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evaluating both isnad and matn when citing prophetic traditions in support of a particular contractual
clause.

Al-Sunnah al-Qur'aniyya denotes practices that are explicitly prescribed by the Qur'an, while the broader
Sunna includes the Prophet’s actions that are not directly mentioned in the Qur'an but are nonetheless
authoritative. Distinguishing between the two helps jurists prioritize sources when conflicts arise. For
instance, a Qur'anic injunction against gambling supersedes any Sunna that might appear to permit certain
games of chance.

Al-ljtihad al-Mujtahid (the ijtihad of a qualified jurist) must be grounded in a clear methodology,
documented evidence, and an awareness of the magasid. It is not a personal whim but a disciplined
scholarly activity. In the UK, the ijtihad of a recognized mujtahid may be presented to Shariah advisory
boards, which in turn issue fatwas (legal opinions) that guide institutional practice.

Fatwa is a non-binding legal opinion issued by a qualified scholar in response to a specific query. While
fatwas do not carry the force of legislation, they are influential within Muslim communities and can shape
the conduct of businesses, charities, and individuals. In professional settings, a fatwa may be cited as
evidence of compliance with Shariah, especially when dealing with regulatory bodies that require
demonstrable adherence to Islamic principles.

Shariah Advisory Board (SAB) is a body of scholars appointed by financial institutions, corporations, or
community organisations to oversee the Shariah compliance of their operations. The SAB reviews product
structures, contracts, and governance policies, issuing opinions and recommendations. In the UK, SABs must
also consider the requirements of the Financial Conduct Authority, ensuring that Shariah compliance does
not conflict with statutory obligations.

Al-Maqasid al-Kubra (the great objectives) extends the traditional five maqasid to include broader societal
concerns such as environmental sustainability, social justice, and economic development. This expansion
reflects the dynamic nature of Islamic legal thought, allowing jurists to address contemporary challenges
like climate change mitigation. When advising on green financing projects, practitioners can invoke
al-Maqasid al-Kubra to justify the permissibility of innovative instruments that promote ecological welfare.

Al-Magasid al-Sughra (the lesser objectives) focuses on the immediate preservation of the five essential
interests. While the great objectives provide a long-term vision, the lesser objectives guide day-to-day
rulings. For example, a contract that safeguards property rights (one of the five essentials) aligns with both
the lesser and great objectives, reinforcing its overall compliance.

Al-Tashri’ (legislation) refers to the enactment of laws by a sovereign authority. In Islamic theory, the
legitimacy of legislation is contingent upon its conformity with Shariah. Classical scholars debated the
extent to which a ruler could legislate on matters not explicitly covered by the primary sources. In the UK,
the principle of tashri’ is reflected in the statutory framework that governs all residents, including Muslims,
while allowing for limited Shariah-based adjudication in family matters under the jurisdiction of the Family
Procedure Rules.
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Al-Qiyas al-ljtihadi (analogical reasoning within ijtihad) is employed when a jurist seeks to extend a ruling to
a novel situation. The process involves: (1) Identifying the original ruling, (2) extracting the ‘illa, (3)
confirming that the new case shares the same ‘illa, and (4) formulating the new ruling. For instance, the
prohibition of riba on money loans is extended to digital currency loans by recognizing that the ‘illa—
unjustified gain—remains constant.

Al-Istihsan al-Magasidiyyah (preference based on public interest) is a refined form of istihsan that explicitly
references the maqasid. It allows a jurist to prioritize a ruling that best serves the higher objectives, even if a
strict analogical deduction would suggest a different outcome. An example is the permissibility of using a
modern insurance contract that incorporates cooperative risk-sharing, which aligns with the maqasid of
protecting life and property.

Al-Maslahah al-Mursalah (unrestricted public interest) is a category of maslahah that permits rulings when
there is clear benefit to society and no explicit textual prohibition. This principle can be invoked to endorse
new technologies, such as blockchain, provided they do not contravene core Islamic values. In the UK,
maslahah al-mursalah can be used to argue for regulatory sandboxes that allow fintech innovators to test
Shariah-compliant products under controlled conditions.

Al-Siyasa al-Shar'iyyah (Shariah policy) denotes a systematic approach adopted by governments or
institutions to implement Islamic law in a way that balances textual fidelity with societal needs. Modern
Muslim-majority states often employ siyasa al-shar‘iyyah to legislate on matters such as public health,
where strict textual rulings might be impractical. The concept provides a framework for UK policymakers
when considering accommodations for Muslim communities, ensuring that public policy respects religious
sensibilities while upholding the rule of law.

Al-Urf al-Mabhalliyyah (local custom) is distinct from universal urf, acknowledging that customs can vary
widely across regions. Recognising al-ur

F al-mah

Alliyyah is essential when drafting contracts for diaspora communities, as it ensures that the terms are
culturally resonant and legally enforceable. For example, the customary practice of offering a symbolic mahr
in certain South Asian communities can be accommodated within a UK marriage contract, provided both
parties consent and the arrangement does not contravene statutory protections.

Al-Kifayah (sufficiency) is a principle that dictates that certain communal obligations, such as the
performance of funeral prayers, may be fulfilled by a sufficient number of individuals, relieving the rest of
the community from the duty. While primarily a religious obligation, the concept of kifayah can be
analogously applied to modern corporate social responsibility, where a sufficient number of firms may
undertake charitable initiatives, thereby satisfying communal expectations.

Al-Mubahala (mutual invocation of curse) is a dispute-resolution mechanism mentioned in the Qur'an,
wherein parties invoke divine judgment to resolve a disagreement. Though rarely used in contemporary
legal settings, the principle illustrates the Islamic emphasis on truth-seeking and moral accountability. In a
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modern mediation context, the spirit of mubahala can inspire parties to commit to honest negotiation,
knowing that ethical breaches may have spiritual consequences.

Al-'Urf al-Qur'ani (Qur'anic norm) refers to practices explicitly endorsed by the Qur'an, such as the
distribution of inheritance shares. When a custom aligns with Qur'anic prescriptions, it gains legitimacy.
Conversely, customs that diverge from Qur‘anic norms are subject to critique and may be reformed. Legal
practitioners must differentiate between lawful customs and those requiring correction, ensuring that
community practices do not undermine the foundational texts.

Al-Magasid al-Shari'iyyah al-'Ulya (higher objectives) includes concepts such as justice (‘adl), equality
(musawah), and environmental stewardship (hifz al-bi'ah). These higher objectives serve as interpretive
lenses for contemporary issues like gender equality and climate policy. By invoking al-Magasid
al-Shari'iyyah al-'Ulya, scholars can argue for rulings that promote inclusive participation in public life while
remaining faithful to Islamic ethics.

Al-"llm al-Usul (knowledge of principles) is the discipline that equips jurists with the tools to engage in
ijtihad. It encompasses mastery of Arabic grammar, rhetoric, logic, and the methodology of jurisprudence.
In professional training, students are required to develop al-‘llm al-Usul to competently navigate the
complex interplay between textual sources and modern exigencies.

Al-'llm al-Hadith (knowledge of prophetic traditions) is a complementary field that ensures jurists can
accurately assess the reliability of hadith used in legal reasoning. It involves studying the biographies of
narrators, the classification of hadith, and the principles of authentication. Practitioners who lack this
expertise risk basing rulings on weak or fabricated reports, potentially compromising the integrity of
Shariah compliance.

Al-'llm al-Qur'ani (knowledge of Qur'anic exegesis) provides the foundation for interpreting verses that
form the basis of legal rulings. It includes awareness of the circumstances of revelation (asbab al-nuzal),
linguistic analysis, and the comparative study of classical tafsir works. In a UK context, al-'llm al-Qur‘ani
assists lawyers in drafting clauses that reference Qur‘anic principles, ensuring that the language accurately
reflects the intended meaning.

Al-"llm al-Figh al-"limi (scientific jurisprudence) is an emerging discipline that integrates contemporary
scientific knowledge with Islamic legal theory. It seeks to address issues such as medical ethics, genetic
engineering, and artificial intelligence within a Shariah framework. By incorporating al-‘llm al-Figh al-'limi,
scholars can develop rulings that are both technologically informed and religiously authentic.

Al-'llm al-Figh al-'Amali (practical jurisprudence) focuses on the application of legal rulings in everyday life.
It deals with the drafting of contracts, the administration of estates, and the resolution of disputes.
Practitioners of al-'llm al-Figh al-’Amali must translate abstract legal principles into concrete documents
that are enforceable under both Shariah and English law.

Al-"llm al-Figh al-Magasidiyyah (jurisprudence of objectives) centres on the maqasid framework, guiding
scholars to prioritize the preservation of essential human interests. This approach allows for flexibility in
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rulings, encouraging solutions that advance social welfare, economic stability, and moral integrity. In the UK,
al-'llm al-Figh al-Magqasidiyyah can be employed to harmonise Islamic commercial practices with regulatory
standards on consumer protection and anti-money-laundering.

Al-"llm al-Figh al-Siyasi (political jurisprudence) examines the relationship between Islamic law and
governance. It addresses topics such as the legitimacy of state authority, the implementation of Shariah in
public policy, and the rights of minorities. While the United Kingdom operates under a secular
constitutional system, understanding al-'llm al-Figh al-Siyasi helps Muslim professionals navigate the
interface between religious identity and civic obligations.

Al-"llm al-Figh al-Muta’aqil (independent jurisprudence) refers to the capacity of scholars to issue rulings
without reliance on a pre-existing school. This independence is essential when confronting unprecedented
issues that lack precedent in any madhhab. In practice, independent jurisprudence may be sought by
organisations that require innovative solutions, such as structuring a crypto-based zakat distribution
mechanism that conforms to both Shariah and UK financial regulation.

Al-'llm al-Figh al-Magasidiyyah al-ljtihadi (objective-oriented ijtihad) blends the analytical rigour of ijtihad
with the purposeful direction of the magasid. It encourages jurists to ask not only “what is the textual
ruling?” But also "how does this ruling serve the higher objectives of Islam?” This mindset is invaluable when
confronting dilemmas such as balancing the need for economic growth with the prohibition of riba in a
globalized market.

Al-'llm al-Figh al-Magasidiyyah al-"Urf (objective-oriented jurisprudence with custom) integrates the
consideration of local custom into the maqasid framework. It recognises that customs can either facilitate or
hinder the achievement of the magasid. For example, a customary practice that encourages timely payment
of debts supports the preservation of property and trust, aligning with the magasid. Conversely, a custom
that imposes excessive dowry may threaten the preservation of lineage and dignity, necessitating reform.

Al-llm al-Figh al-Maqasidiyyah al-'llm (objective-oriented jurisprudence with scientific knowledge)
underscores the importance of contemporary scientific understanding in achieving the magasid. Issues such
as public health, environmental protection, and technological innovation benefit from an interdisciplinary
approach that marries Islamic legal theory with modern science. In the UK, this synergy is evident in the
development of halal-certified medical devices, where scientific validation and Shariah compliance are
jointly assessed.

Al-'llm al-Figh al-Magasidiyyah al-‘llm al-"Ulama’ (objective-oriented jurisprudence with scholarly
consensus) highlights the role of consensus among contemporary scholars in determining rulings that
advance the maqgasid. When a broad scholarly agreement emerges on a novel issue—such as the
permissibility of certain digital banking platforms—it strengthens the legitimacy of the resulting fatwa. In
professional settings, citing a consensus opinion lends weight to legal arguments before regulators and
courts.

Al-"llm al-Figh al-Magasidiyyah al-'lim al-'Adl (objective-oriented jurisprudence with the science of justice)
integrates the principle of ‘adl (justice) into the magasid analysis. It ensures that rulings not only preserve
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essential interests but also uphold fairness and equity. For example, a profit-sharing contract that distributes
losses proportionally among partners embodies ‘adl, thereby satisfying both the magasid of property
preservation and the overarching ethic of justice.

Al-"llm al-Figh al-Magasidiyyah al-'llm al-'Agl (objective-oriented jurisprudence with rational knowledge)
emphasises the use of reason (‘agl) as a complement to textual sources. Rational analysis helps jurists
discern the underlying purposes of rulings and adapt them to contemporary contexts. In practice, ‘aql is
employed to evaluate the fairness of contractual terms, ensuring that they do not exploit vulnerable parties
—a concern that resonates with both Shariah and UK consumer law.
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